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Sincb:  the  close  of  tlie  muv,  several  iinsiiccessrul  efforts  have  been 
riKule  to  brin,Li;  a1)oi.U  a  re-utnon  of  die  sin-vivoj".>  of  the  55th  Kegirnoit 
Illinois  \'et.  Vol.  Infantry.  To  Company  "0"  belongs  the  credit  of 
having  taken  the  first  step,  which  resulted  in  oui'late  re-unio)i.  Oa  the 
25th  of  January  1884,  a  few  of  the  comrades  of  Company  C  met  at  the 
residence  of  Ivobert  Oliver,  in  jltirrlson,  AVinnebago  County,  Ills.,  and 
oi'jranized  a  society  of  the  surviving;  members  of  Company  C,  choosiu':'- 
comrade  Robert  Oliver  as  Picsident,  arid  comrade  11.  11.  Joslin  as  Sec- 
retary. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  and  dinner  of  the  society,  at  Durand,  Ills., 
on  the  '28t]i  of  the  same  month,  it  was  pro])Osed  by  comrade  Joslin, 
that  a  re-union  of  the  Rcginumt  be  held  some  time  in  October,  1884, 
and  that  a  iiotiee  thereof  be  ijiserted  in  the  National  Tribune  of  Mardi 
6th  following.  Tliis  ^vas  done  and  cori-cspondence  was  solicited,  and 
as  a  result  of  this  hap};y  iniliatlve,  a  ]>j-elimii!ary  mief  ting  was  calletl  at 
Canton,  Ills.,  o)i  the  14th  of  May.  The  Association  tliere  organized 
selected  1),  C.  Andress,  of  Mendota,  Ills.,  as  l*resident,  11.  H.  Joslin, 
of  Durand,  Ills.,  as  Secretary,  Jacob  Fink,  of  Smitlifield,  Ills.,  as  As- 
sistant SeciTtary,  and  Wm.  J.  ilarell,  of  Canton,  Ills.,  as  Treasurer. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Kegintental  Re-union  be  held  at  Canton, 
Ills.,  on  the  30th  and  3lst  of  October  1884.  Comrade  John  G.  Brown 
was  requested  to  prepare  a  history  of  tin^'  Reginient.  while  in  tlie  sei'viee, 
to  be  read  at  the  Re-union.  Telegrams  A\ere  received  from  comra<le 
Henry  Augustine  and  Chaj)lain  M.  L.  llaney.  expressing  their  regrets 
at  not  being  able  to  be  present,  and  their  hearty  approval  of  the  object 
of  the  meeting.  All  ex-soldiers  of  Fulton  County  were  cordially  in- 
vited to  join  in  the  })roposed  Re-iinioii.  and  especially  all  menibers  of 
the  first  r)iiga<h',  SL'Coml  division.  Fifteenth  Army  C'U'iis.  It  was  re- 
solved that  in\itations  be  ai><»  extemleo  to  Generals,  AVilliam  T.  Shei"- 
man  and  John   A.  Ijogan  to  1)0  present. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


Canton,  III.,  Oct.  30,   1SS4. 

A  ^;iight  niui  cloudless  autumn  day  ushered  in  the  first  re-union  of 
the  survivors  of  t!ie  Fifty-fifth  Regiment  Illinoi.s  \"eteran  Volunteer 
Infantry.  Son^ie  of  the  comiadcs  had  arrived  the  night  hefore,  an.d  at 
9  A.  M.  tliey  tbrnied  in  line  in  frorit  of  the  '-Churchill  House,"  with 
the  President  of  the  .Society,  D.  C.  Andress,  in  command,  and  marched 
to  tlie  C.  I>.  lV:  Q.  R.  R.  Depot,  to  receive  comrades  arriving  on  the 
9.^2  train. 

The  Fourth  Regiment  I>and  (some  of  v/liose  memhcrs  were  at- 
tached to  the  Fifcy-tlfth  Regimental  Band  in  1S61)  escorted  the 
veterans  in  their  march.  xVs  the  train  rolled  in,  the  comrades  arri- 
ving were  greeted  with  the  old  familar  song,  "Johti  J3rown's  hod)- 
hangs  swinging  in  the  air."  The  Conductor  of  the  train,  who  b}-  tlie 
way  was  an  ex-confederate  soldier,  greeted  tlie  boys  Vv'iih  a  hearty 
hand  shake,  saying  he  wished  he  could  join  in  our  re-union — but  his 
duties  would  not  permit,  and  the  train  pulled  out  v/ith  liis  heart  v"CtO(.1 
bless  you,  and  make  vonr  re-union  a  complete  success."  I'r.e  line  of 
march  was  thence  to  'the  Wabash  tS:  St.  Louis  Depot,  uliere  other 
comrades  joined  the  columii.  Frotn  rhe  \\'\'ibash  Depot,  the  pjoces- 
sion  moved  b^ck  to  the  Hotel,  and  around  the  Fiiblic  Sipiare  to  the 
Opera  Flouse,  v>  liere  ranks  Vvcre  broken  and  a  general  gix'cting  time 
indulged  in  until  noon.  I'he  lapse  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cerUui'v 
fiad  wrought  its  changes  in  the  aj^pearance  of  most  of  tlu^  veterans — 
while  a  few  were  so  well  preserved  that  we  should  have  known  theni 
among  a  thousand.  A  fev.'  hours  together  brought  l)ack  the  t)ld  looks 
and  ways,  and  revived  the  stirring  memories  of  younger  thi\'s^ 
Names  and  faces  that  long  absence  had  eflaced  from  the  memory  came 
back  A"ividiy,  and  we  were  once  again  a  band  of  brothers. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  Citizens  of  Canton 
for  the  geucrou^  and  ro\  al  welcome  extended  to  the  \isitors.  *Xot 
onl}'  the  SS'^'h  '^*-'*  niany  other  State  organizations,  such  as  tiie  Sth, 
I7th,.pid,  and  lo.^d  infant  r\-,  and  theyth.  and  i  ith  Cavalry,  v.ere  largely 
recruited  tVrtni   I'u.h'Mi  Couul'/,  ui\d  she  feds  a  jn^-t  pj-ide  in  the  lecord. 


There  were  etaistcJ  in  t'ultou  Courity,  for  the  55th  Ills.  Ii 
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of  all  of  lier  dcvotetl  sons.      Money  and  provisions  had  been   liberally  i  j 

contributed,  and  during  tlie  two  days  of  tbe  Re-uniou,  the  tables  were  |  j 

spread  in  Grand  Army  Hall,  and   loaded  with  supplies  of  every  kind  ?'  \ 

j  for  all  ex-soldiers,  their  \v;ves  and  children.     It  seemed  a^  if  tbe  ladies  t  \ 

could  not  do  enouL^h  for  us,  and  all  v/ere  made  to  feel  that  tliey  were  |  : 


among"  friends.  ^' 


On  motion  each  company  was  called  on  to  designate  one  vice-presi- 
dent, witli  the  following  result: 

Vice-Presidents. 


Com 

lany  A, 

Hf.NRY     A^GLr^.TlXE, 

Normal,  ills. 

B,       - 

JoHM  T.  McAui.rY,   - 

Chicago,  Ills. 

c, 

ROHERT    OlIVEI^, 

Rockford,  Ills. 

D,       - 

Jacob  "Ftnk,     - 

Smithfield,  Ills. 

E.     • 

Henry  Kaiser,    - 

Waver ly,  Iowa. 

F,       - 

A.  B.  Wetzel, 

Adair,  Ills. 

G, 

Pl-TF.R    Roiu-.K"rs,  ■ 

Wa>^hiiij;!or.,  Iowa 

n.     - 

J.  August  Smith, 

Forres!f)n,  Ills. 

I, 

T.  Slattkry, 

Onarga,  ills. 

K,      . 

James  Kayes, 

Abingdut),  Ills. 

V 


''At  1.30  o'clock  [).  m.,  tlie  re-union  services  wei'c  forinalh' opened  at 
the  Opera  House,  and  J* resident  D.  C.  Andress  called  the  meeting  to 

order  in  a  lew  happy  remarks,  after  \s  hich  prayei'  was  oflered  by  the  ;  \ 

R,v„w.  Ii).  JMcClish,  in\()king  God's  blessing  upon  the  survivors  of  the  |  ! 

old  55th  in  re-union  assembled.    After  music  by  the  band  of  the  Fourth  |  • 

Regiment,  a  temporar}-  organization  was  efl'ected  by  the  choice  of  the  |  ^ 

following  officers:  || 

President^      -  -  D.  C.  Andrkss,    -  -       iMendola,  Ills. 

Secretary^  -  H.   H.  JosLiN,  -  I^urand,  Ills. 

As>i-<iaiu'  ScLre/uiy,  Joseph   IIartsook,  -       Davenport,  Iowa.  |    \ 

Treasure}.,  -  Wm.  J.  Harfi.e,  -  Canton,  Ills.  %' 


On  motion  the  kdlouing  committees  were  ajjpointed  hy  the  Presi-  i- 

dent.  \ 

On  permanent  organization:     Henry  Augustine,  John  T.  McAuley,  \ 

Robert  Oliver,  Jo-eph  I'resson  and  Vxi^A  El)ersold.  f 

On  constitution  and  by-laws:     John   (».   Brov.n,  Joseph   Tiartsook,  | 

Robert  Oliver  an<l  John  T.  McAidey.                                                              .  \, 

The  comrades  then  joined  in  singing  ''  Marching  through  Georcria,"  I 

accompanied  by  the  band.  I 

As  the  committee  on  Reccpiion  v/ere  not  quite  read\',  a  recess   was  \ 
taken,  and  tlie  comrades  foruR-d.  in  line  in  fiont    of   the   C)peia   House, 
aiul  precedc'd  b)- ihe  lkn)d,  lo.ncliod    thiough    the   principa.l    streets   of 

tiu;   city  in    the  presence   oi  lumdreds   of  spectators,  who  lined    the  - 
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;  thoroughlares,  and  coiriplinieiitcd  the  "  old  veterans  "  upon  tiieir  soldi- 

\  erly  liearins;,  after  a  !a])--e  of  so  nianv  years,  since  tl)e3^  were  in   actual 

y  service.     Returning  to  ti]e  Opera  House,  the  visiting-  soldiers  were  rc- 

I  ceived  by  the  following   Reception  Comniittee  on  the  paj  t  of  the  citi- 

zens c»f  Canton:  Col.  J.  M.  wSnjder,  C.  D.  Iloblitt,  S.  Y.Thornton, 
C.  E.  Srdvely,  Capt.  A.  I].  Smith,  W.  H.  Shaw,  Willian-i  Babcock  Jr., 
William  Parlin,  D.  Abbott.  A.  Davison,  1).  W.  Maple,  T.  N.  Ross, 
\y.  J.  Orendorfi;  E.  H.  Curtis  Major  J.  R.  Herring,  \V^  D.  Platten- 
\  berg,  W.  O.  Dean,  J.  Krischke,  \\\  W.,  Ellis,  and  C.  T.  Heald. 

\  ?    At'ter  ]jrayer  by  the  Re\'.  A.  R.  Mathes,  Capt.   E.   AE   Grant  was 

'i  introduced  by  the  President,  and  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Canton, 

I  welcomed  the  visitors  to  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  in  the  lollowing 

;  eloquc'it  and  touching   address: 

I  Mk.  CiiAruMAN',  Eei.i.ow  Soldiers  of  v\ui  Fifty-Fifth  Illinois, 

\  L  A  D I  L  S    .\  N  D    G  L  \  T  L  T:  M  !■:  N  I 

Tiie  very  pleasing  task  h;is  been  assigned  to  me  of  welcoming 
to  the  liearts  and  hom.cs  of  the  people  of  Canton  the  meagre  remnant 
of  vom"  once  proud  and  gluiious  regiiucnt.  iJiut  liow  am  I  straight- 
ened to  fitly  perf(.)rm  tins  duty? 

As  I  c;imc  with  }'on  to  this  hall,  and  as  I  stood  a  moment  ago,  an<i 
listened  to  tlie  .-inging  of  vour  old  song,  "Marcinng  Through  Geoj-gia,'' 
my  heart,  in  uni>on  with  yours,  became  too  full  for  utterance.  When 
•  the  remains  of  the  first  Niipoleon  were  brought  back  ixiMW  St.  Helena 
to  be  deposited  in  their  iinal  resting  place  among  the  jx-ople  he  claimed 
to  love  so  well  ;  as  tlie  grand  catafalque  bearing  his  silent  dust  ap- 
proached the  church  /^rj  y>'/2'f7/A/<:5',  appropriated  for  his  final  tomb,  the 
old  soldiers  surviving,  wlio  had  followed  liis  f  ^rtun^  s  Irom  Montcbello 
to  Waterloo,  ^vere  delegated  to  rcLcivethe  remains  of  tPieiroiice  bi- 
loved  Enqicror.  'i'he  eagles,  decked  in  cra-p^e,  that  the}-  had  so  often 
borne  to  victoi-y,  were  there  and  the  wai\'ing  of  stainlar.ls  and  the  old 
familiar  mu-ic  of  the  baivi^  recalled  tlie  davs  v;hen  th<'v  mo\ed  to  bat- 
tle, and.  a^  tlio>e  !=cenc^  through  which  tliev  had  pa.ssed  a  quarter  of  a 
ccntur\and  niorc  l>efore,  again  came  l>acl;  in  such  a  sudden  and  o\er- 
whelming  tick-,  that  withi  tailing  teais  and  l)o\vcdi  head-,  in  l)ecoming 
silence — moi'c  clocjucnt  tli;ui  .spcech--thev  receiveil  l)ack  a.gain  tlie 
ashes  of  their  dead  idol.  So  to-dav,  standing  in  the  presence  of  these 
heroes,  I  feel  that,  perhaps,  silence  is  more  hecondng  than  lengtiiened 
speed  1, 

It  i>  nearly  a  c^juarter  of  a  centuiy  since  the  l)ursling  >lu'll  and  crash- 
ing shot  aganist  the  walls  of  Sumpter  announced  to  a  stai'tletl  nation 
tliat  tliC  skiN'eholdeis'  con-|)iracy  had  culminated  in  a  traitoious  attack 
upon  tlie  cuantrv  and  it>  ikcj.  Then  the  ishUe'  v.as  made  up,  wlietiier 
the  government  receivevl  from  our  tatliers,  in  trust,  was  to  be  trans- 
mitted, lo  our  idiiid'eM  unimpaiied  ;  nr,  wlictiicr  it  was  to  <_ro  doun  in 
darkness  and  in  b!oud,  ilie  last  expi.alnu  nl  oi  man  to  remain  free  and 
govern    himself.       With,  what  keen   deliuht  did    the  t\  rants  of   the  old 


I 
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woiM   anticipate  tlic  o\'crtlirc)\v  of  tlic  Cireat    i\  cj)ul)lic!      But  the  eiid  \ 

\\a>  iu;t  yet.      The  deathless   stors"  of  its  vitaht)    atul  hiteiit    power  was  \ 

\ett(j   he  written  t"»r    {'uture  <^\-neiation>  to  rea(L      Mr.   Lineohi,  culled  \ 

to  tlie  executive  chairhv  constitutional  methods,  made  his  appeal  to  the  •; 

people  foithem  to  rescue  the  i;r)\ennrient  of  their  fathers.      How  they  [ 

responded  to    that  appeal  history  will  e\-er  de]iL';l)t  to  tell.      At  this  call  \ 

of    your  country,   thus    \'oiced   l)y    the   chieT  exeeutive,  you    left    youi'  •■ 

various  a\  oc-ations  rmd  '2;alhe!  ed  i)ito  the  suOicient  complenient  of  conipa-  /; 

nies  constituliuL;"  \'«>ur  reo-iinental  or^^anization.  Im]:)atientl\' you  awaited  \ 

the  order  to  lea\e  tlie  state  of  your  lionies    and  hnes,  and  marcli  south,-  -.' 

ward  into    Dixie.      It    came    at    la-t.      Can    you   e\er   foi'o^ct  that    day  -, 

wlien  you  hid    adieu  to  fatliers,  ni<:)thers,  hrothers,  sisters,  children,  and  '% 

those  sustainin-^-  e\  en  dearer    relations  to  \ou,  aiid  marcli  to  the  vSoulh-  | 

land,  assui-ed   that  Ixittle,  wounds,  sulFeiiuf^s  or  dca.th  only  awaited  you  \ 

there?     Oh,   never  I  while  memory   is    \ours,  can  y<ou    forget  that   sad,  | 

and  t(j   many  of  your   comrades,  linal    parting'.      But  neither  the  gloom  l- 

of   that  hour  nor  foiehodiugs  for  trie  future  could  lessen  your  chee]ful      .  |- 

readiness  to  go  wherever  voui'  counti'y  called  you.      At  first  assigned  to  ;; 

rou.tine  diit\-,  \'ou  wa.ited  '*\'.ith  iiearts  howed    dcAvn,"  in  common  with  \ 

you.i"  countrymen,  lor  the   coming  of  tlie   long-desired,   long-promised  |' 

victory.     Mow    you   vrere   made   glad  wdien  it  came  at  last,  under    the  % 

leadership  of  that  grand    soldier.  General  George  ]J.  Thomas,  aiid    his    •  I 

hrave   men    at    Mill  Springs.      You   leaned    f(;rw^ard  to  catch  the  fir>t  j 

sound  of  the  l>ooming  guns  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson.,  resti\e  that  | 

you  were  not    peiniitied  to  sluue  in  the    dangers  nor  he   crowned  with  ' 

the  laiu-els  of  those  victories.      But  \o\\\  liour  r)f  trial  was  soon  to  come.  f 

On  ilic  6th  and  yth  of  Ajjril,  1862,  vou  received  your  first  '^haptism  of  \ 

hre"  upon  the  hlood-drenched    soil  of  Shiloh.      The  brigade  to  wliich  \ 

\«:»ur  regiment   was  attached,  after  the  desertion  of   tlie   Seventy-First  \ 

Ohio  and    a   tew   other  stragglers,    luu'nhered    less   than    800  muskets.  \ 

Without   artillery  support,  and    with    ycjur   "-flanks  in  the  air,"  hra\'elv  ; 

V(ni  horc  up  against  tk,e  assault  of  an  entire  division  ol"  Confederate  in-  \ 

fantr\-  aided  hy  otic,  and  part  of    tlte  time  hy  two  batteries  o^  arulleiv,  \ 

and  fought  on,  hour  aftci-  lioin^;  an-i  \\  tien  com})eiied  to  fall  hackbef  )re  \ 

such  overpowering  force,  your  retreat  was  inarked  l^v  the  trail  of  your  : 

pursuers  hing  ii^  w  inrow  ^ — derul  and  dyir.g  w^yy^A  the  field.  I'hus  i'U- 
hours,  this  re'^iment  wit li  the  Fift\ -Fc>urth.  C)lno,  and  se^■enteen  men 
of  the  yist  ( )iiii>,  under  the  comma.nd  of  the  hiave  adjutant  of  that 
regiment,  continued  to  tight,  and  \'>  hen  your  cartridges  became  ex- 
hausted, \ou  carried  on  the  combat  with  anninmition  taken  from  the 
boxes  of    your  dead    anil    wounded   ccMurades. 

These  were  precious  hours  to  xour  countr\  and  its  cause — \il)ratin.g 
upon  the  issues  of  tlie  o\  eishadowing  contest.  Wlio  can  tell  whi:it 
w<juld  have  l)cen  the  tar-reacliing  consc<  luences  hat!  Ilarelee  succeeded 
ill  uuttlanking  (i  rant's  entire  force  b\'  dri\ing  your  brigade  from  th.e 
ptjstiion  held  by  it  in  [lie  afternoon  of  the  fn>,t  tiay's  light?  vSureh' 
you  did  then,  aaid  <lo  n-,sv  '-deserve  well  of  \'j\\r  conntrw'"  llovv 
bravely  \ou  fougjit  i>-  told  in  tlie  long  array  of  killed  and  Avoundi'd 
winch  fell  thai  da\'  1\vo  lumdrcd  and  loi  t-, -righi  in  killed  and 
woundtMl  aloiic-  uuv -half  ^^'i  \i<ur  eiitire  regimeni-  — is  thi-  proud  --U'Xw 
which   your  countr\    deli^-lUs  to  exhibit   in  the    records  of  the  war  de- 
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partnient   at    Washiiii^lun.      Matchless    hra\er)I    t-quallcd   !))•    few   and  ,' 

surpassed    hv  none!  *j 

Passing;-    tVom    that    field  of  disaster  liut    fituil    triuniplf,  vol;    aided    in  ' 

the  capture  of  Cutiiith  and  iii  the  attack  \.\\i(n\  Chickasaw  JJavou.    You  j 

participated    in  the  suiTendei-  of   Arkansris  i'ost  and   Haines'  Jilufl';  the  | 

\  battles  of  i\  avmond,  ClKunpIon  Hills,  Black  Rixerand  \'icksl)urg-  are  j 

\  inscribed  upon  v(>ur  IkiL^,  attested  your  valor  and  demonstrated  that  the 

\  L!li>r\   that  \  i)u  u'on  at  Shiloh,  you  were  t(»  bear  with  \ou  in  every  con- 

';  test  against  armed   treason.      The   months   spcvl  swifth'    on,  and    in  the 

autumn  of  1S63,  \<)U]-  old-timed  dcliserers  of  Shiloh — the  army  of  the  j 

Cumberland — >hut   up  and   starving   in  beleagered   Chattanoooa^   sent  i 

f;>rth   to  you  their   Alacedonian  cry — ''come  o\  er  and   help  us."      Nor  t 

had  they  long  to  wait,  for  soon,  like  the  sound  of  the  Scottisii  Vjagpipes 
?  from  the  van  of  the  relieving  force  to  the  besieged  garrison  at  Lucknow^  j 

^  tliere  came   iv^Hing  up  tlie  \  alley  of  the  Tennessee,  beating  nearer  and  j 

I  yet  nearer,  tlie  drums  of  Champion  Hills  and  Shi  lob — it  \\  as  tiie  armv  j 

I  ■   of  tlie  Tennessee — the  Fifteenth,  corps,  the  .Fifty-Fifth  Filinois  Intantrv  • 

I  — marching  all  the  Vveary   way  from  the  far-ofi^  banks  of  the   Missis- 

I  sippi  to  pa\   the  debt  incurred  to  their  loved  and  never  forgotten  com-  i 

:'  rades,  who  had,  in  like  manner  hastened  to  theii    relief  on  the  nio-ht  of 

;  the  first  (la>'  at  Shiloh.      Soon  you  w^eie  in  line  of  battle  with  your  re- 

lieved comrades,  and  the  matchless  stories  of  Mission  Ridge  and  Look- 
out i^.Iountain  were  inscribe<]  on  the  pa!^;e>  of  your  couritrv's  historv. 
There  they  will  stand  forever.  W^ithout  stopping  to  rest  ^'Our  tiretl 
and  blistered  feet,  \t)u  followed  your  trusted  leader,  General  W.  T. 
vSheiinan,  into   Ea.-^t  Tennessee  and  raised   the  seige  of  Kno.wille  ;  re-  '\ 

turning  by  easy   marches  to  Chattanooga   you  stripped   for  the  mightv  ' 

wrestle  In  the  coniing  campaign  of  Atlanta,  and  as  the  genial  warmth 
of  Ma)'  came  back   again,  you   once  more  took  your  places  in  the  line  \ 

and  struck  stalwart  blows  for  your  country's  cause  by  an  active  partlci-  .; 

pation  in  -nearly  all  of  the  battles  and  skirmishes  th]-ough  the  dearly 
won  defiles  and  mountain  ridges  of  nortliern  Georgia,  from  Rocky 
Face  to  Jonesl)oro,  culminating  at  last  in  the  triumph  of  your  valor  by 
the  Gate  City  of  the  South  being  torn  from  the  grasp  of  treason — 
"yours,  and  fairh  won.""  As  the  fronts  of  November  returned  )OU  re- 
ceived V  Itfi  glad  cheers  tlie  announcement 

"Boys,  up  and  be  ready! 

For  Shcvmaii    will  niarch  to  tlie  sea."  s 

r-  ■  \ 

With  elastic  step  }'0u  follovv'ed  your  great  ct>mmander  down  through  | 

the  })ine  forests  of  Georgia,  and,  emerging,  at  last,  l3etf>re  tlie  fro^^■ning  1 

battlements    of  Fort    McAllister,  with   gleaming  bayonets  and   ranks 

aligned,   you  swept  over  them  a5\d  tore  down   the  traitor   Hag  iloating 

there    and     lighted    your   Chulstmas     bl\ ouac-iires    in    ftli-     Sa\annah. 

AV'lum   the  sun,  from  its   v,  inter's  solstice,   turned    northward,    vou   tol- 

lowed  it — up   through   the   Carolinas — imjjosing  the   fearl'ul  penalty   of 

fire  an<J  de\astation  upon  th«:  f^mentors  of  reixdlimi,  for   their   children 

and   tlieir  childreifs  children   to  read  through   all  coming  time.      Your 

[.  last   ob!ali(Hi  of   blood  v.'as   |joured    out    with    the   old-tiu'ie    I'ullnevs   and 

\  fre'edou)  at    J  >eiUi'n\  Hie. 

TIk-  sun-ender  of    Fee  aiid   Jo!msti<n    ipaicui v  foHo\\ cd,  and    the  vrar  ; 

was  over.      Your  work  wa.sdone,  and  well  done.      Marcliin^.;  up  to  and  j 


hsi>^. 


"She  !'>ved  me  for  the  danc^ers  T  ho.d  passed; 
And  I  iovud  iicr  that  siie  aid  ]/it,y  them." 


tP.csc  can  ^:i\     \\  i!  h  \";!. 
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passip.^  in    rcN'iew  at    Wa^hinj^Loii,  llic   (jiilci'  U)V  \ouv    \\\u<cv  out    was  |  ? 

received,  and  the  hnnr  for  the  last  o(M)d-l)ye  tu  i,-., mi  ado,  trie<l  in  dan^-er  |  i 

and  in  sidlerin^,  cainu.                                                              "  f  \ 

How   impotent  i-.    human    ^peei  li  U)   describe  the    tVeIinL^<    perxadin'^-  \  \ 

vonr  hearts  at  that  hoiu"!      C)nl\-  a  true  vohiier  kno\/-  what   tliev  wei'e.  *  • 

Nearl)'    twenty    vear-.    lia\e   ]vis>ed    a\\a\'   sinee   yon    ])arte*l    tVom     \'Otn-  (-  \ 

comrades  and  vonr  rei;'imental  (u^ani/aiion  Inxame  meri^-cd  in  the  c^ieat  j  ; 

si'a  <»t' common  citi/.mship-— a  citizenship  \s!neh  you  had  done  so  nuu'h  |  I 

to  diL^nifN'  and  ennolde  ;  and  now  to-da\'  \ou  meet  a<_;"ain  after  the  elapse  |  ; 

'of    tlie^e    two  deca<ies,   licre    in    Canteen,   to    talk   o\  ei-    a^-ain    \onr  old  |  ", 

marches  and  fig-hl    o\er  a;j,ain    vonr  o|«]    battles,      ^'on   ha\'e  a   rig'ht   to 

?     be    hapjn' — jo\'ond,s'  happv— in    \(>ur    meetii:i<_;-.      It  v,'a>  a  i^rand  thin^;- 

t')  luiN'e    been  permitted    to  !i\e  at  all   in  those  e])ochal    \  ears  of  tlie  ie-  |-  \ 

public,   Init  it   \\';is   ^'rnnder  still   tc>   h:i\-e   acted   a  mauK    ])art  in    them.  |.  ] 

There    is,  m\-   comrades,  an   estate   hii;her  and    more  Mihialde   tJian   the  h  l 

acquisition  of  mere  materi.-il  wealtli,  tlie    lee  simple   of  v.  hich  is  laid,  up  |-  \ 

in   every   true  soldie]"'s   heart — it  is   tlie  cc;n-.ciousness  of  duty  worthilv  t  \ 

done,   as  the  tides  of   victory  and  defeat   ebbed   and   flowed   through  all  |  '■- 

of  tliosc  four  e\  entfid   year^.  |  ^ 

it  is  not  stranL:;e   that  you   should    love  each  otlier  so   well,  that  \ou  j-  [ 

have  come  from  the  far  HaA  and  the  fu    West  to  hej-e  renew  once  nK^re  :  ; 

those  chains  of  afTection,  for<.;-ed  fast  in  the  flames  of  war  and  the  heat  |  ' 

of  battle.      Through  ;i  community  of  suderinL;-  yon  thus  learned  to  lo\'e  %  \ 

each    other,  ;md   I'eeanse  of  all    the\-  -"Ulfered,  the   tuition's  heart   is  e\er  I-  i 

tender  and   warm  toward-.   i!s  defenders- -the   l)Os-s  in  liiue.      That  sub  {  '; 

fering-  begets  sym})ai!i}"  is  the  law  of  ci\ili/ed  societ^'   and  is  reciprocal  \-  • 

in  its  character.      'Jdie  great  draniaiist  Ikk  placed  in  the  mouth  of  Othello  !■  ] 

the  soui'ce  tVom  which    it  tlow>.  |  ; 


I  ' 


This  '^oldierl\■  alieciion  is   one  needing    no  apologw      Its  ptn^itv   is  as  I 

the  mountain  spring;   it  at  once  ar'i)e;!!>  to  all  tiiat  in  nol-U-  a.nd  i-cbukes  ^' 

all    that   is   selti>!i  in  u-;   n.  projKrly  an<l    ieas()nabl\'  conniiemorate   the  i 

actual  achie\  enienl-  of  gennine  \  ale--,  is  the  cullix'-ition  of  true  national  i. 

glory,  tb.at  loi'ty  <r>irit  whicli  never  altennpts  to  exact  moie  than  v.hai  is  \ 

right  atid  w  hich   ne\er  vubmit-  n.  anylliing   that  is  w  rong.      dTie   cidti-  I 

vation    id'  this  spirit    i-  nevc!"   lo>(,  thou'.di    perehante  the   hai-ve-t   is  not  I 

rea')ed  imtil  the  lap-c-  (d'  decadi-v  ;md  ceiUtnie-..      d/he  \  ictories  of    Sala-  { 

mis   and  riati-a    would  r,e\  er  h:i\  e  come    to  gladden    the    (jieciaii    licart  ; 

had  not  the  name  of  Mara'li'.n  w;lh  all  it^  i^lory  and  loft\-  achiexenuaU  )- 

li\ed    in    the    li\e-    and    nu  n.iovic-  ol"  it-  ciii/en  soldit  rw      Tlie   Er.^lish  |: 

squares    were    ai«ied    in    -lano'ing   al!    tlie    iirmer    while-    the     artillerx'    of  \, 

Napoleon    plased    uiiouihcm    tliat   iotnj-   ]  une  day  at    Waterloo,  b\"  the  I 

remembrance  of  tiie  inni  in.al  \  ivt^a  i--,  of  A'_;iiU' -nit  an«i  C^'ressw  I 

There   are  other  c'-mradv-   with    \  "U  here   to-d;(\  ,  memljcrs  of   otlicr  \ 

Illinois     reu'iment- ---rep'-i-sen!a;i\  e-   <  •(    tlie    (_)\\c   Jlundred    and    Thiixl,  ,1 

Si\t\'    Fir^r    and    Seven-eenrb    I'lin-'is      are    here   snrroundin«'-    von,   be-  \- 
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By  the  communion  of  the  banner, 
The  battle  scarred,  but  jj^lorious  banner. 
By  thtr  baptism  of  the  banner, 
Brothers  of  one  church  are  we. 

No  creed  nor  party  can  divide  us, 
No  sect  nor  nation  can  divide  us, 
And  whatever  may  betide  us, 
Brothers  let  us  ever  be. 

Comrades  of  the  Flft\-FiUh  Illinois,  1  do  asstire  yon  that  It  Is  \vith 
IK)  nt.f  re  foinial  \s  oids  \vc  welcome  yoti  to  our  hearts — to  our  homes. 
\\''e  of'  Canton  fcei  tliat  vou  lK)nor  us  in  selecting  this  town  for  your 
fir^l  reunion.  Wc  sliall  tiy  to  make  your  stay  Itere  as  plea.-^ant  a.,-,  we 
cari.  It  is  a  ^va}'  we  ha\'e  here  in  Canton.  VVe  trust  that  this  will  not 
})e  your  la>t  gathering  here,  and  as  you  gather  here,  or  elsewhere,  from 
year  to  year,  thotigh  in  the  order  of  nature,  it  must  be  with  an  ever 
decreasing  company  with  an  ever  increasing  vveah.1i  of  expeiience,  yet, 
whether  few  o]"  mal■>^'  gatlrer  at  th.em,  may  each  of  these  meetings  be 
pr(>ductive  of  the  pleasure  and  happiness  which  I  doubt  not  this  has 
ljrou;.dit  to  vou.  Again  I  bid  you  thrice  welcome,  and  maj'  God's 
bl(^s^,ing  be  upon  vou  and  yours  imtil  yoti  go  hence  to  be  here  no  more 
forever. 

This  beautiful  and  stirring  address  was  received  with  great  enthusi- 
asm, b}^  an  audieiu^e  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  fdled  the  hall  to  its 
fullest  capacity. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Presson,  of  Omaha,  responded  to  the  address  of 
welcome  as  follows: 


JMk.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  and  Veteran  Sol- 
diers: 

In  re|)ly  to  the  eloquent  and  earnest  address  of  welcome  to  Vvdiich 
you  l)ave  jtist  listened,  let  me  say  that  it  finds  in  our  heaj'ts  a  heartv 
aiul  gcneri)us  resp(.«!!Se.  li  reminds  me  of  the  gloi'ioir-  do:<ologv  sung 
by  the  angels  over  the  plains  of  j^ethlehem  ''Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest;  on  earth,  peace,  go<jd  will  to  men." 

Jt  seems  nu^e'.  and  pr<:>per  tb.at  we  should  be  here  auid  accej^it  tliis 
wtlcome,  because  more  men  of  tlic  Filly-Fifth  Tvegiment  wet;t  from 
hei"e  than  from  ;un'  otlier  citv  or  town,  and  we  are  glad  to  know  that 
in  the  l^oin  of  owx  countiy's  need  when  the  call  for  help  was  sent  out, 
that  from  yotn-  farms  rotuid  abvnU,  every  calling  and  profession,  yoti 
sent  yr)tn-  htisba-ids,  sons,  fttliers  ;md  brothers,  faii-faced  bo^'s  and 
bearded  nien,  whose  hearts  kept  time  to  the  spirit  of  the  l^nion.  You 
ga\e  them  w  ith  \'our  h^earts,  \our  fortunes  and  yotn^  sacred  honors  to 
3'(jnrs  and  to  tivjir  conntr\ 's  service. 

Jhit  again  we  ai-cept  this  welcome  so  generous! v  pi^oHered,  for  the 
rea-on  that  tlic  \  ery  sc^il  on  whicli  we  stand  is  made  sacred  for  that  it 
holds  tlic  dust  (,»f  nuins  of  oiu'  fallen  heroes,  among  whom  I  mav  rriention 
th;;l  true,  tried  a!id  '-talwarl  soldici'  andcomr:rK-  Jacob  M".  A  Ui;L!-t- 
in'.',  Ca|.»tain  of  Con^'.anv'  ''A,''  and  F,ieuron;!r;t  Colonel  rk-ct  (-£  the 
Ivegiment,  wlio    feil   while     gaiia-ally    leading    tl\e   bloody   charge     at 
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Kenesaw  ivlountalu,  and  as  I  sh^ocl  l'\-  lii>  '^v.wc  aiul  tiio'-e  who  sleep 
beside  hlrii  this  (hi\  and  looked  upon  the  -nd  that  ci'vcrs  the  nan(;\v 
house  ill  \\hlc!"i  lh.\  \v<\^  tiie^e  woi\h.  ioinid  e\])ie^-.si<)ii  in  my  sold : 
"Beneath  this  sod  ai'e  laid  heart-  » 'iKe  ]  );-ef;"nai!t  with,  cele-^tial  fire ;  iuinds. 
the  rod  of  etiipiie  nil<j;ht  ha\e  s\va.\  fi  or  waked  to  ecstaes'  the  li\'in;.r 
lyre."  .And  let  nie  frn'tlu  r  va\  to  theii  honor,  that  the  cause  that  led 
these  men  to  battle  and  to  death  wa--  o\  such  a  n:iture,  and  the  issues 
depending"  of  such  wonderful  moment,  th.at  T  feel  warranted  in  sa\an<4 
the  star  of  their  (^loiv  will  ne\er  i^o  down  helu'nd  the  darkened  west 
or  hide  obscure  amon^  the  tempests  of  the  skv,  but  will  only  melt  a\\  a\' 
In  the  h\g"ht  of  heawn.  The  moninnent-  reared  to  tlic  memory  of 
Napoleon,  Philip  of  Maccdon,  or  Alexandre]-  tkie  (ireat,  ma\'  and  will 
topi>le  and  fall  from  their  jxclestab,  tiieir  names  and  their  fame  cease  to 
be  remembered  l>y  the  hislorian  or  sung-  l)y  the  l}'rc;  1)ut  so  long  as  tlie 
starry  l)anncr  floats  ovei-  an  midivided  re])ublic,  oj-  a  descendant  of  an 
Ab-ican  slave  whose  fi-eedom  ^vas  secured,  so  long  will  the  praises  of 
these  men  go  ringing  down  the  ag;es. 

We  accept  this  profTered  hospitail:L\'  and  come  to  greet  vou,  citizens 
of  Canton,  widows  and  orplians  of  those  wdio  will  not  be  here,  but 
who  have  answeied  tlie  final  roll  call  ow  hdoli,  I\Iav  our  stav  among 
you  be  mutually  pleasant  and  profitalde,  ami  as  we  go  hence  we  shcdi 
carry  with  us  the  memoi'v  of  }'our  kindness. 


fi 


At  tlie  conclusion  of  the  response  o^  comra.de  Presson,  three  cheers 
were  proposed  an=d  given  with  a  hearty  good-will  for  the  citizens  of 
Canton.  After  singing  ^'  Rallv  Roimdi  the  Fhe^,"  the  benediction  was 
pronounced  by  the  liev.  A.  R.  Mathes,  and  tlie  reception  exercises 
were  brought  to  a  close. 

Immediately  after  adjournment,  a  business  nieeting  was  held  in  the 
Opera  blouse,  and  on  motion  the  matter  of  the  restoration  of  Capt. 
Francis  IT.  vShaw  w^as  taken  up.  Comrade  L.  P>.  C'rooker  then  took 
the  t^oor  and  I'ead  a  petition  vvdiich  he  had  prepared,  and  whicli  it  was 
pjroposed  to  present  to  Congress,  prajing  for  the  re-instatement,  honor- 
able discharge,  and  muster  out,  of  Captain  Shaw;  also  a  copy  of  a  peti- 
tion signed  b}^  fifty  ollicers,  that  had  been  tbrwarded  to  President  Lin- 
coln, at  the  time  of  Capt.  Sliaw's  dismissal  in  front  of  .Vtlan.ta,  al)0nt 
August  II,  1SS4;  abo  an  affida\'it  recentl\-  made  b\-  Capt.  Shaw,  rela- 
ting tkie  bicts  as  the}-  occurred.      The  petition  is  as  follows: 


I'o  the  Ilorwyahlc  Scii,ii.'>  ;  and  A^pi-LSc-nfafiz-i.^  cf  tJic  I  'niUd  Stales: 
The  subscnbers  .md  p<'tilioners  respectfulfe  represent  tliat   tliey  :a-e  survivors  of  tlic 

55th  regiment,  Illinois   iiu'-intry,  assondtk'd  al  the  tust   reuTiion  (d  that   regiment,  hcki 

at  Canton,  lliinois,  ox\  <.»ctober  ^o  and  31,  js-^i. 

That   they  are    pa^t    middle  life,   and    ahv.o^t  wiriioat    except!. )n   bear  the    marks  of 


wounds  received    in   baiile, 
duties  of  <^.'-'oA  soldiers  and. 


in<i    ha\e   tried,  with    n;ea-<arad_)!e  su.cce^.s,  to  perforin  the 


Thai  fniiy  belie\'liii>  in  and  .e--v:  lin;*'  th--  1 
and  confidently  ask  for  relief  as  hereinafter 


i  pedde!;,  the\-  preSCiU  th--  f^dlow 
ncvi;  not  as  a  favor,  but  of  ri^ht, 


^-i:-U:.iLUi. .'.  ,V;  4..i,*LaBifl 
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What  we  ask  for  is  that  an  aot  of  Con;^nfSs  may  be  passed  authorizing  the  honorable 
discliar.Lic  or  muster  out  of  Captain  ]''ka.\(;i>  11.  Siiaw,  f<jrmcrly  captain  of  Co.  C,  of 
the  55th  Illinois  infaiUry,  who  was,  on  iho  ijtli  day  of  August,  lSC>4,  dismissed  from 
the  service  for  niisliehavior  before  the  eneni}-. 

Such  dismissal  u  as  by  a  summary  oider,  and  without  any  defense,  or  opportunity  of 
delence,  on  the  part  of  Captain  Sn  \\\  . 

It  is  because  we  belie\eand  know  that  such  or(ier  was  unjust,  and  based  upon  a 
misconception    of   th.e  fact^,  that  we  aNk  at.  the  hands  of  Con;^Tess  the  relief  prayed  for. 

Captain  Shaw  wa^-  our  comrade  in  anus,  and  the  most  knigb.tl}-  aTUong-  us.  fie 
shared  with  us  fur  thrc-c  years  privations' and  dangers  only  known  to  tho.-e  who  fought 
%\\  the  war  of  tlie  rebdlic-n,  always  aHke  conspicuo;!S  lox  his  mode>ty  and  bravery. 

It  is  incompreliensible  that  our  comrade  should  pass  through  scores  of  contests, 
siiouid  face  tlie  storms  of  battle  until  his  regiment  Vs'as  reduced  U)  a  fragment,  and 
then  wilful!)-  misbeliave  in  tl-e  presence  of  the  enemy. 

'j"he  statement  of  ilie  proposition  cornpletciy  disproves  the  justice  of  the  pimishment. 

Now,  aftt^r  the  fifth  of  a  century  has  [lassed  into  history,  and  th.e  smoke  of  l>attle 
cleared  awav,  we  simplv  ask  that  the  stain  be  removed  from  the  name  of  C-aptain 
Shaw,  and  the  escutcheon  of  our -regiment. 

These  proceedings  are  instituted  at  ou.r  ov.n  behest,  and  without  the  presence  or  in- 
fluence of  Captain  Sii  vw,  who  barely  consents  to  our  action. 

Nothing  herein  is  intended  or  e.xpected  to  result  in  any  cost  to  the  government.  No 
payor  emohnneut  is  a-^ked  for,  sim];l\' that  Captain  SliAW  be  ;>iaced' right  upon  the 
record,  and  his  fame  descend  to  his  children  unsullied. 

For  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  justi<X'  of  our  petition,  and  the  truth  of  the 
facts  alleged,  we  append  certain  afhdavils.  .Mso  a  copy  of  a  petition  hied  by  fifty  offi- 
cers of  the  brigade,  when  the  action  coniplaineil  of   was  pending. 

IJjion  tlie  honor  of  soldiers  and  citi/ens,  v. e  append  uur  personal  signatures  hereto, 
and  respectfully  ask  that  our  prayer  may  be  granted. 

Comrade  Crookcf  explaiiieJ,  tlKtl  in  Ofder  to  o1>tain  the  relief  asked 
for,  printed  copies  of  the  pcurion  and  :icconip;r.r>'iti:;  pa|>e!s  shoidd  ])c 
ph\ced  ill  the  Intnd.s  oi'  the  comrades,  and  that  e\-ery  one  should  make 
it  his  special  business,  to  set-  or  write  to  tlte  member  of  Congress  of 
the  ih.^nict  ui  which  lie  resided,  tn'ging'  the  righteousness  of  the  peti- 
tion, and  the  necessity  for  pronipt  action.  If  a  strong  and  united  effort 
were  made,  he  had  no  douln  tiiat  \v'e  woidd  l;>e  successfid.  Remai'ks 
were  offered  b\-  comra'les  T,  vShitterv,  Aiigustitie,  llai  tsook,  losliri, 
I*resson,  Negle\',  Mc.Videy,  and  Ihsh.cr,  and  it  was  the  nnanimons 
sentiment  that  immechate  steps  should  be  taken  to  rii^ht  tiie  foul  wron^-- 
dor\e  to  this  gallant  oflicei',  and  remove  tlie  cruel  stigma  to  which  he 
had  patienth'  an.d  tnicomplainingly  subndlted  for  20  years. 

C)n  motion,  comravles  L.  Ik  Chooker  and  Id.  li.  Joslin  were  "ap- 
[)')in.te  1  acomaiiltee  to  prepare  the  printodi  coi)ies  an<.l  canr^'  out  the 
w  indies  of  the  Association.. 

On  motion,  comrade   A\crill    \vas   re^juested    t(>   prepare   a   suitable 


:i^ 


H 


Proceedings  of  tJic  Associaiior. 


copy  of  the  petition  for  the  signatures  of  all  comrades  present  at  this 
re-union. 

The  President  notified  the  Association  that  comrade  N.  S.  Aa;jesen 
was  pievented  from  being  piesent  by  sicl<.ness  in  liis  fan)ily. 

On  motion,  th.e  J^ecretary  read  letters  from  a})se!it  comrades.  We 
regret  that  want  of  s])ace  forltids  their  piibhcation  in  full,  but  extracts 
are  given  from  nearly  all  of  them.      They  are  as  follows: 

CONTRADES  : 

It  would  give  mc  great  satisfactioii  to  join  in  your  Re-union,  but  the  impera-- 
tive  demand  of  duty  forbids  the  pleasure. 

Your  assembly  calls  to  mind  the  years  of  coiiiiict  througli  which  we  passed  to- 
gether. The  wrongs  jc>u  patiently  endured,  your  sufferings,  ?A\d  your  liercic  (hf<ts, 
arc  ever  before  vie. 

Your  true  record  has  never  been  written,  nor  your  relation  to  the  coimtry's  de- 
liverance full%'  known.  Eternal  justice  v:iU  vevcr  be  satisfied  till  the  true  soldier^  the 
noble  patriot  and  the  BRAVE  CAPTAIN  FRANCIS  H.  SHAW,  has  been 
restored  to  the  honors  and  einolufuerits  so  j v.stly  his  due,  and  th^  cloud  broii:^ ht  ever 
his  fair  fame  so  uiijustly,  has  been  lifted  by  thr  autJiority  of  the  Govermueni.  Let  tb.is 
demand  be  made  in  the  form  o^ earnest  petition^  and  put  my  name  on  the  roll. 

I  see  you  as  in  the  days  agone,  when  you  were  young  and  strong  and  beau-'iful. 
No  silver  hairs  were  then  visible,  and  every  eye  was  full  of  youthful  fire,  "^'ou 
stood  a  thousand  strong,  full  of  hope,  and  strangers  to  fear.  Noav,  you  are  a  little 
barid,  and  the  strengtti  of  youth  is  yielding  to  the  infirmities  of  after  years. 

I  saw  you  standuis;.  wfien  the  heroic  dead  were  tliickly  strewn  amid  your  r?.nks, 
and  rebel  hordes  wete  hurled  into  obli\'ion  l)y  vouv  arms.  Tears  come  linbiti Jei!. 
as  I  think  of  those  whose  blood  em  iched  rebel  soil,  and  who,  to  be  true  to  country, 
so  freely  gave  their  hves.  The  jollity  of  your  re-union  wiil  be  saddened  by  th.c 
memory  oi  these  absent  ones. 

It  gives  me  pleasuic  to  know  that  I  v,'as  never  untrue  to  vou,  in  hospital,  or 
carnp,  or  ^\z\'^,  or  litie.  The  inemories  of  jour  love  to  me  personally,  will  not  die, 
and  I  have  ever  felt  that  \ou  appreciated  my  services  bcvoTid  their  value.  Mv 
heart  was  v/it"U  you  ther.,  and  is  wit!-.  }  on  now.  For  vour  highest  happine,---^,  \\\ 
time  and  eternitv,  I  was  deeplv  interested  during  the  vears  of  war,  and  that  in- 
terest ib  yet  unabatrd.  I  am  trusting  that  your  present  assemblv  will  be  a  io\  ful 
pne, — of  real  benefit  to  all,  and  iniu.ry  to  none.  Also,  tiiat  subsequent  re-u,nions 
will  be  provided  for,  with  which  I  may  ha'-  e  the  pleasure  to  be  indentified. 

May  not  your  old  Chaplain  entertain  the  hope,  that  each  remaining  soldier  of  the 
*■'- fifty- fi  ft  h^'  -■.ill  be  a  soldier  of  the  Cross,  and  that  those  xvho  v.ere  so  loyal  to  the  fag 
in  the  years  of  its  ferif  -eill  be  loyal  to  God  and  meet  'him  in  Heaven  ^ 

Yours  atYectionately, 

M.  L.  H.vxtv. 
Hoi  ton,  Kansas,  Oct,  ^Stli,  1SS4. 


Comrade  W.  H.  ].TVh:K.\JORK  writes  from  Washington,  D.  C,  as  follow 


The 


vicissitudes  of  life  have  necessarily  scattered  the  ren^nants  of  our  noljle  regiment 
through  many  of  the  States,  but  when  next  the  command  to  "fall  iti  "  is  given, 
it  will  be  my  earne-t  crideavfir  to  ansv.er  roll-call.  1  trust  \ow  will  r.■^l^^■n^h^>•, 
me  ki;uiiy  to  all  the  boss,  aiul  nudst  ilie  h;uul-sh,aking  -.w.'X  consoouent  reioiciiig 
Tvt  meeting  each  otb.er  once  agait),  we  should  not  be  unmir.dud  of  our  brave  com- 


I 
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\  rades,  whose  bones  we  left  bleaching  on   the   hillsides   and   in  tfie  valleys,  under 

I  the  solemn  pines  nnd  beneath  the  creeping  vines." 

J  Convradc  Jamks  W.  Gay  wiites  hoin  Delta,  lo\va,  that  he  is  stiM  sntVering  from 

\  rhcnniativtn   coiUrac'ed    \vliile   a  priscner   at    Andersonville,  Ga.,  and   says  that 

^  ''nothing   on  earth  would   give   him   more    pleasure   than   to   enjoy  a  good    hand- 

f  shake  with  thos^e  \sh(>  iiave  proven  them.^elves  Jieroes  in  thirty-one  hard  contested 

I  conflicts;  men  who   faced   death  without  flinching;  nien  who  were  ever  ready  to 

|.  guard  the  ensign  of  America's  independence— her  pride  and  her  glory^-the  (l<:Vir 

I  old  flag.     lk)vs,  be   proud  of  the  regiment  you   belong  to,  as  I  am   proud  of  the 

I  honor  of  carrying  th.e  colors  of  the  55th  Illinois  Regiment." 

\  Comrade  C  M.  Brvowxi:  writes  tVom  Girard,  Kansas:  "  I  should  have  been  so 

^natifiecj,  could  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  v.ith  the  members  of  th.e  55th 
once  ai^ain  in  this;  life,  but  fate  directs  otherwise.  }'iea^e  say  to  encpn'ring  com- 
rades I  send  tliem  luv  best  regards.  There  are  not  iiiany  A\eeks  in  the  year  that 
pass  but  ]  think  of  them  and  the  trials  and  hardships  we  all  endured.  Our  suifer- 
.ings  and  trials  have  cemented  a  brotherly  feeling  which  excels,  in  many  instances, 
blood  contiection.  Stiould  an  eifort  be  made  at  tfie  re-union  to  restore  Capt. 
Shaw  to  his  prO[)er  place,  you  can  sign  my  n.ame  -yes,'  and  luilfa  dozen  tinics." 

Comrade  E.\rl  T.  Good  win  writes  from  Spring  Valley,  jNIinn.:  "God  bless 
you  and  give  \o\.\  a  good  tim.e." 

Comrade  Jok  Ili.f.B,  from  IIoA-ard,  Elk  county,  Kansas,  says:  "My  thoughts 
will  be  with  vou.  Keiuember  me  to  all.  T  think  any  man  wlio  holds  an  honor- 
able discharge  from  the  55th  is  almost  entitled  to  a  pass  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven." 

Comrade  Hm^Aijr.  1\  HkAley,  fi-oin  Sterling.  111.,  says:  '>  Owing  to  sickness  in 
rnv  f'amily,  it  will  be  impossible  tor  me  to  meet  you  on  tlie  30th  and  31st  October. 
1  sinceielv  hope  vcni  will  have  a  good  time.     Regards  to  the  olci  \'ets." 

Comrade  R.  L.  Cr.KVELAXo,  tVom  Devil's  Lake  Cit\',  I").  1\,  writes :  '■  I  shall 
think  of  you  when,  you  meet  to  celebrate  the  zx,^^.  atiuiversarv-  of  our  muster  in.  I 
am  proud  of  tlie  f;\ct  that  I  \Nas  a  member  (using  the  Avords  of  our  late  Col. 
Malmborg)  '  of  ivn-  o\\\  ;5'h.'  I  wi^h  each  and  every  one  oi  \ou  a  pleasant  tin)e 
and  a  long  and  hnppv  life." 

Comrade  J.  II.  Nies  writes  iVom  Oregon,  iMo.:  "This  is  my  busiest  time  of  the 
year,  and  I  cannot  get  a  suitable  pe;.-on  to  take  my  place  in  the  store  Give  mv 
kir>d  regards  to  ail  the  bovs,  and  let  us  hope  to  meet  some  time  in  the  near 
future." 

Comrade  Sa.mufl  N'asii  says:  "^\'hatever  you  mav  do,  count  me  in.  Give 
my  best  wishes  to  all  the  comrades,  and  should  axw  of  \  ou  couic  this  far  We.st, 
m\  addre.^s  i.~<  40.S  Rose  ^,treet,  Geoigetow  n,  Col.,  ar-.d  the  latch  string  is  always 
out.'' 

Comr.ide  Henry  S.  Noursk,  of  South  Iv;mcaster,  Mass.,  liaving  been  nomi- 
nated as  .State  .Seiuitor  tor  his  district,  writes  WvaX.  the  duties  of  the  canvass  \\  ill 
deprive  h.im  of  tlie  j)!easurc  of  attending  the  re-union,  and  adds:  "  I'^-om  vour  late 
e.v^ujrience  of  my  hearttV'lt  interest  in  ;U!  that  concerns  the  brave  old  regiment, 
you  will  he  able  fitly  '0  evplain  t(>  out  fellow  \etera:is  pi'c^eut  at  roll  call  on  tiie 
30th  and  31st  in:4.,  thit  I  am  absent  only  Ivecau^e  otdered  to  do  a  Republican 
vok'ier's  d.uty  e'-e  v/l  icre.  May  y>.)Ui"  meeting  ;-t  Canton  f^e  a  ioeous  one  in  spite 
of  the  numy  >,:\x\  memories  tiiat  \'.  hi  oiuiiuie  fhem>-e!ves,  aiui  may  Pi'os  idence 
grant  it  every  grace  that  can  add  to  its  success." 


1! 
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Comrade  A.J.  Brock  writes  from  St.  Louis,  Mo.:  "  J   ;tiii  now    living  just  ten  * 

blocks  from  the  Fair  Grounds,  wliere  -we  first  learned   to  '  n\-    Pe-nutes,'  and   heat  f 

the  old   pie  woman   out  of  her  huck'^kin   pics.     I  see  l.7en.  "Slicrman   nearly- every  | 

day,  but  have  not  spoken   to  him   since   hie  arrested   me  at  Chewalla,  Tenn.,  for  i    \ 

shooting  a  pig.     P"or  further  particulars,  ask  J.  August   Smith,  our   hite  Adjutant.  '^  ^ 

I  will  he  on  hand  at  the  next  re-union,  ox  hast  something  wide  open,  whether  my 
boots  are  blacked  or  not.  I  know  you  will  have  a  good  tinie,  for  the  55th  never 
did  anything  by  halves,  especially  Avhen  short  of  rations.     With  this  1  will  close, 


GcM.    joliP.  .A.  L<)''.in,  \\\  icph-  to  ;i  IcIUt  ui    invi'uitioii  tVoni  the  Sec- 
rctarv,  scnJs  llu;  f.iilowin.'^:  vrNijonsc; 


hoping  that  when  the  final  reveille  is  sounded,  we  may  all   meet  at  the  Grand  ?    \ 

Re-union  beyond  trie  river."  ?   \ 

Comi-ade  Da\  id  McKeighan  writes   from   Cleveland,  Ohio,  that  he  will  be  on  i  1 

hand  at  the  re-union  next  year,  if  he  ha  >  to  br.rst  a  suspender.     He  adds  :  "  I  liave  *   , 

seen  none  of  the  boys,  e.xcept  Jchn  Schenneman,  since  v.  e  parted  in  Cliica;fo  in  \^  , 

1865,  and  there  have  been  a  great  many  changes  since  then.     I  would  like  to  see  5    ^ 

all  the  boys  in  line,  and  Col.  Malmborg  on  that  charger,  -when  he  used  to  put  u.s  |  ] 
through  t+te  manly  art  of  paralyzing  the  enemy  with  tlie  'peyonet.'  Please  fur-  .  Kj 
nish  me  the  address  of  the  boys  of  Compajiy  D."  ' 

Comrade  D.  F.  Fryf.r  writes  a  vei}-  cordi;d  letter  frotu  Oroville,  Butte  county,  f''  \ 

Ca'.,  and  regrets  that  lie  cannot  be  al  tiie  re-union.     He  expresses  a  warm  interest  \^ 

in  all  that  concerns  tlie  55th,  and  wants  a  copy  of  tlie  proceedings  of  the  le-union  \   \ 

and  of  the  history  of  the  regiment,  when  published.  \   " 

Comrade  J.\ck  Hepf.krma.n'  writes  from   Durango,  La  Plata  county,  Col.,  that  |  ' 

he  is  engaged  in  his  profession  of  m'n.iiig  engineer,  and  tliat  his  heart  will  always  \  , 

be  with  his  old,  dear  brave  comrades  <>f  wiiat  Gen.  SheriTian  once   said  was.  the  ^ 

best  regiment   in   the   army,  either  regnlar   or  volunteer,   the   magnificent  ",^Lh.  ^  1 

"The  dearest  memories  of  my  life  are  ttie  old  recoUcclions  of  camps,  skirmisher.,  \  ' 

fights,  battles,  marches,  and  comrades  made  glorious  when  going  down  into  tl,c  \  • 

valley  of  the   shadow   of  death   to  pluck  the   golden   apple    of  Union    from   the  \\ 

clutches  of  Southern  traitors.      Please  enroll   \\\\  sons'  names  on  vour  list  of  sons  \  \ 

of  veterans  of  tiie  55Lh,  if  yon    have  sucli  an  organization,  and   if  you  have  Tiot,  *  * 

oi-ganiee  one  at  the  re-union,  so  a^  to  keep  the   boys  in   the   j-)rinciples  of  Fail!-.,  |.rf 

Ctiarity  and  Loyalty.     God  bless,  you  all,"  |  * 

Conuade  J.   H.  Mills,    from    Blue   Mound,   Linn  county,  Kansas,  ^^•!ites :  "I  I 

cannot  think  of  a.nything  that  would   i.  ive   me  so  much  pleasure,  as  to  r.neet  you  |^ 

all  in  Canton,  but  it  is  impossible  for  v.\e  to  be  th.ere."'  ^ 

Comrade  Charlks  Van    Blskjiik,  frotn  La  .Salle,  111.,  regrets  that  he  cannot  |j 

attend,  and  says:  "My  good  wishes  are  with  }'Ou  all."  |i 

Comrade  ].  W.  Kf.kflr,  of  "S'allalia,  Sumptei"  count\-,  Florida,  writes  as  fol-  ,j 
lows:  "This   is   the    fust    1   have  heaid  of  the   i)saim-singing  55lh,  as  Morgan  L. 

Smith  used  to  call  i!s,  since  the  clo.ve  of  the  war.     1  shoidd   be  glad  to  attend   the  | 

re-union,  but    I   am    afraid   it   will   be   out  of  mv  power  to  do  so,  unless  I  should  t  - 

I  si 

visit  my  old  honie  about  that  time,  which  I  ha\  e  been    promising   to  do   for  the  |-^ 

last  i^  years.     We  have  old  soldiers  here  from  nearlv  every   state  in   the  glorious  ^' 

old  Union,  and  many  are  the  arguments  we  ha\e  had  \vith  the  Boys  of  the  Gray,  |; 

but  al!  in  goo(J  loart."  j^-\ 
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U.  S.  Senate,  Washington,  ]).  C,  Jimc  12,  iSS.^. 
II.   i  I.  Josi.iv,  Scc'y, 

Mv  Dt'iir  Sir : — Your  kiiui  letter,  oxtendim;  to  rne  an  invitation  to  be 
present  on  the  occasion  of  vour  re-uiiion  on  the  3ulh  and  3ii,t  o\  October,  is  re- 
cei'.ed.  At  present  it  is  impossible  to  say  wiiere  1  shall  be  at  that  time,  and  I 
rej^^rct  that  I  am  therefore  unable  to  accept  your  invitation.  Hoping  tliat  you 
may  have  an  enjoyable  occasion,  I  remain, 

Very  truly  yours,  J^JH^'   A.  Loc.AX. 

TUq  Secretary  was,  on  iiiutioii,  in  ;triicleLl  to  lile  all  letters  received 
for  t\!ttire  reference. 

Coiiira'K'S  Joseph  ilartsook,  John  (J.  J>ro\vn,  Francis  P.  Fisher  and 
11.  il.  J.(»lin  were,  on  motion,  clesi;_;-n:;te<l  by  the  Chair  a.-,  a  coniiriiltce 
on  {)!  ituin;^-,  and  it  was  ordcretl  that  tlie  ]:)roceedin;;]:s  of  tlie  re-union  l>e 
printed  in  pampldel  iorni,  and  a  co])\  sent  to  the  address  of  each 
meinber  of  the  a.-ssociation. 

On  motiv^n,  the  !Vieetin_L^  adjourned  to  7:30  o'clock  in.  the  eveninj^, 
and  tlic  bencih'ction  \vas  pronounced  by  the  \\q\.  A.  K.  Alathes. 

At  6:  30  o'clock  a  reliiiiotrs  meetin'^,  to  whicli  all  were  inx'ited,  was 
held  ill  Grand  Ainiv  llall,  and  conducted  Ivy  Comrade  Jose])h  H. 
Presson,  and  a  laro;e  nundicr  of  \cteran-,  a\ailed  tlienisehes  of  this 
opjv,)rtunit\'  for  spiritual  coniniunion.,  cni'oHino"  IJieniseK'cs  anew  muler 
the  banner  of  the  cross,  with  the  saine  devotion  and  zeal  with  which 
the\'  had  enlisted  ajrainst  the  cohorts  of  treason  in  1861. 


Evening   vSkssion. 

At  7.30  o'clock  the  meetino-  was  called  to  oider  in  the  Opei'a  Ilou->e. 
The  iiall  v.-as  fdk-d  to  ONerilovvin;.:.  The  exercises  wei-e  o]:)ened  by 
tlie  Glee  Chih,  wliicii  saiiLT,  "Tenting-  on  tiie  Old  Camp  Ground." 
The  band  of  the  l^)Ui{h  ReL;-iment  then  rendered  '•'' Ivecollections  of 
the  War"  in  a  stvle  wliich  called  forth,  the  entiuisiasiic  plaudits  of  the 
audience.  \\  hen  th.e  Ioul^  roll  was  iniioduced,  and  the  ih-ing  com- 
menced (the  niimic  firing  ^vas  well  represented  In-  hrecrackers  in  a 
bairel),  the  Pre>ident  grasped  the  old  flag  which  dr;ipcd  iht^  >k^ge,  and 
\va\eii  it  ON'ci'  the  audience.  The  efbect  was  electrical,  and  the  vast 
assemblage  rose  to  their  feet,  and  tlie  cheering  continued  for  several 
minutes.  Short  ad.die<scs  were  made  iiy  the  Re\-.  A.  Jv.  Mathes, 
C<Mnrade  L.  W.  Crooker,  and  others,  ^\  hich  were  listened  to  \\-itli  marked 
.ittention.  C<.)i"urarie  Cr.jcker  es|)eciai]y  seemed  to  be  ftdiy  in  has 
element,  and  entered  int'.>  the  spirit  of  the  occasion  w\\h  all  the  gu>to 
an:!  er,eig-y  o[  his  nature.  He  kumclied  out  into  a  glowing  Ci\\o'^\  of 
iV.v  gad;int  old  yV'b  '■"*'^  V'm^I  them  sn(di  a  tribute  as,  ^\'e  \-e!itnre  to 
say,  never   (ell    from    mortal  lip^.      His  tdocpieni    peiiods   and   sallies   of 
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\\'Il  cnlranccci  iiis  li>tcncr.s  and  pro\<;kcd  shouts  of  laughter,  lie  -^aid 
the  boN^  of  the  ^S^b  had  cai'ncd  tlic  ii;j;ht  to  hrac;".  and  then  and  the!e 
^vas  the  time  and  phtce  to  dv»  it.  ITc  dul  not  forg'et  to  pa}'  :ni  eloquent 
tribute  to  tlie  irrepre-^ir-le  '•  ;^-o\iTinnent  nuile."  Comrade  Samuel 
IJebl)  TL-Iated  hi>  tlirilling-  and  sometinses  hum<)i\)us  experiences  in  l!ie 
Andin'son\'ilIe  prison  })cn.  Conii'ade  T^red  b"!bersold,  when  called  Ujjon 
for  a  speech,  sent  up  his  son,  who  recited  in  splendid  .-t\  le,  "  I.'ncle 
Ivenben's  ]japti>m,''  \vinnin<_;-  frecpicnt  applause.  Copn!"ade  C  A. 
Song.stc)'  related  an  excitiuL;'  incident  of  his  army  life  near  i^lack  River, 
]Mi'^s,,  showini;"  how  hi-,  comrade  Green  died  at  the  Viands  of  a  Con^fed- 
erate  soUlier,  tnid  therehv  savcil  liis  (Sop,;4stcr\s)  life.  Comrade  Witter 
spoke  in  culoii'istic  terms  of  islrs.  h>ickerdile  and  licj"  grand  reconl  as  a 
Mursc  in  the  ho--|)ital,  caring  for  the  wounded  and  dwir.g  soldiers.  Coni- 
rade  Aiulress,  by  request,  fa\'ored  tkic  aaulience  with  two  verses  of  tliat 
fa\o'Mte  poem  of  Co.  I,  "  Tol)ias  and  Tolnmku-,''  which  was  received 
^vith  uproarious  ajipiause.  Comrade  John  G.  lirown  read  a  nunilnM' 
of  old  army  order-;  of  i.S6i--6v  ^\  fter  mu>ic  Iw  the  ]>and,  the  ]]ene- 
diction  was  pronounced  and  the  meeting  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  the 
next  rnorni p.g. 

vSecond  \)x\  —  MorixiN-G   Session. 
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At  9  o'clock  tlie  as-<ociation  \\'as  called  to  order  bv  the  President. 
rrayer  \vas  offered  by  Ivev.  jNFr,  Ecklcy. 

The  committee  on  permanent  organization  recommended  tliat  the 
tem[.)-M'arv  organization  be  made  the  }')ermanent  organization,  ^vhich 
recommendation  w  a-^.  concurred  in.  blpon  taking  the  ch.air,  I^resident 
^Vndress  thanked  his  co^nrades  heartih-  foi'  the  conq^limcnt  and  honor 
be.stowed  upon  liim. 

The  Committee  on  constitution  an<l  l>y-Laws  reported  as  follow^: 

I.  Tiiat  the  name  of  this  organization  sliaii  be  "The  Society  of  the  Surviving.'  Mem- 
bers of  the  ]-'iftyT'"inli  Illinois  \'etcran  \V>!untoer  Infantry." 

C.  Its  officers  shaU  con.-.i-^t  of  a  1'resii.Ient,  ten  \'ice-]''resii!fnts,  a  Secretary  and  As- 
sistant Secretary,  Trea^iarer  and  Assistant  Treasurer,  who  sliall  hold  tiieir  oitice  until 
their  successors  are  elected  at  each,  .succeeding',  reunion  of  the  a.ssociation. 

3.  Mectin;.;s  sliall  be  held  at  sncli  time  ;:nd  place  as  may  be  ay;reed  upon  by  th.e  as- 
sociation at  th.e  reunions. 

4.  Sur\  Ivors  of  the  l-'ifT)--l"ifti!  may  become  mcnd)ers  of  the  association  by  pa.yinc,'' 
o\\*^  (.lollar  :av\  sij^nin;.^  the  con.e  iiution ;  a;id  a  fee  of  one  doll. ir  at  each  succcedin;^ 
meeting  of  tlic  associatic^u.  annuaii)-. 

5.  The  oldest  ron  of  eacb.  member  of  tlio  I'ii'ty-ldflii  shall  1  e  eligible  to  men\bership 
in  tl'.e  a-s.  iriatii'U,  wIuiIht  saidi  n^anb'^r  of  tii-.-  1  iU  \"-I''i'''vh  is  n^w  Hvii\g  or  '.!t:cea:-ei!. 

0.  Tiic  Trc:  ^di::;?.  Scva'.l.uv  and  fi'i'asurer  sr.ali  make  re|i<'rt3  in  wri'ing  at  e.aidi  re- 
unicp.  of  the  society. 

Tile  report  oi  tlic  comnul'ee  was  aib>pled. 
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The  President,  upon  morion,  iippoinlod  V.  Roberts,  J.  A.  vSinith  and 
Giles  V.  Hand  a  ci~>ininitU'e  on  resolutions. 

The  Rev.  G.J,  Lnckcy  ^v<ts  invited  hy  the  l^ix-sident  to  tlvj  platfonn 
and  made  a  few  remark,-,  wliich  were  warnily  reeeived  In'  his  fornur 
comrades.  Comrade  T^.  V^.  Crooker  called  np  tlie  matter  of  Captain 
Shaw's  rein--ta1';ment,  and  read  tlie  copy  of  ])Ctition,  prepared  bv  Com- 
rade A\-eril!,  for  the  signatures  of  tiio--e  present.  The  following  reso- 
lutions wei'e  tlien  read  and  unanimouslv  adu[)led  : 

WuKKKAS,  Tlic  reunion  of  the  55di  Illinois  infantry  is  iiow  in  session  for  the  frst 
Ftimc  since  the  close  of  tlie  war,  about  one  hundred  sui  \ivors  of  said  regiment  taking 
part  tliercin.     xVnd, 

Whkrkas,  It  is  the  opinion  of  all  present  that  injustice  was  done  to  Francis  H. 
Sh.'vW,  captain  of  Co.  C,  of  said  regiment,  by  his  dismissal  therefrom.     And, 

W'hf.kpas,  Vs'e  are  anxious  to  obtain  relief  ai  the  hands  of  Congress,  and  have  peti- 
tioned therefor.     Aiid, 

Whkrkas,  We  represent  many  districts  from  various  slates.     Tliercfore,  be  it 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  papers  in  the  case,  t<'^gether  with  t'ne  petition  therein,  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Hon.  Iv.  K.  llrrr,  M.C.  from  Ogle  county,  l!lin.ois,  who  has 
kindly  consented  to  attend  to  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  presentation   to  Congress. 

Rcsjlvjd,  Tint  we  respectfully  request  the  consideration  and  assistance  of  all  mem- 
bers of  Congress;  especially  those  who  represent  lis,  in  the  direction  indicated  by  said 
petition. 

Kcsohed,  Th.tt  in  United  States  Senator  JOHN  A.  J.OGAN  we  recogni/e  the  special 
champion  and  friend  of  the  soldier,  and  call  his  attention  to  this  matter,  e.xpcctihg  him 
to  act  with  his  proverbial  zeal. 

KLSolved,  That  \\'e  hereby  instruct  and  urge  all  surviving  members  of  our  regiment 
to  appeal  to  their  respective  members  of  Congress,  at  or  before  the  next  session,  to 
support  and  forwa-'d  our  action  by  all  honorable  means. 

I'hree  rousing  cliocrs  v.'f-re  tlicii  gi\'en  for  Captain  SIkiw. 

At  the  request  of  the  President,  the  roll  (^f  all  the  comrades  present 
wa.s  then  called  bv  companies,  the  object  l)cing  to  make  the  register  as 
compl'-te  and  accmate  as  |)').ssible.  The  regi->ter  sliowed  i  lo  survivors 
of  the  regiment  present,  as  follows: 

List  of  Survivors  present  at  tue  Rf-union. 


Co.  A. 

Augustin(\  Henry. 
I'xown,  John  C. 
T-urnside,  (i.   M. 
IJarrett,  James. 
Coykendail,   W.  J. 
Cadwall  u'ei-.  John  W 
lon^dr.  C.  1'. 
V'.ay,  Jo. hi. a  H. 
llayden,  Alfred  R. 


l.owe,  \\'i!ii.am  H. 
I.ingkenfelter,  Aaron. 
Lucke)",  Ceorge  J, 
:\lills,  Joseph. 
Ma  v well,  A.  P.. 
McCumber,  Orville. 
Mitchell,  Matthew. 
Xegley,   han'c!  (). 
rnreh  .id,  ]:ery. 
I'resson,  J.  U. 


mMiidk 
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Ridrp.our,  J.  F.. 
Rohliins,  Janu.s  V . 
Schlci.sch,  I'eter. 

Vaug'hn,  James. 
\Vl.itc,  James  M. 
Wellin'^ton,  Horatio. 
Whecl-r,  J.  r. 

Co.  ■  B. 

Barrows,  Cieorge  W. 
?\lcAuIc-y,  John  T. 
Fi<her,  J.  U. 

Co.  C. 

Austin,  Joseph. 
Fisher,  Francis  V. 
Garner,  James  C. 
lielyeson,  Nels. 
Josha,  Henry  H. 
01i\er,  Robert. 
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'er.  Henry. 


Schultz,  Theodore. 
Turney,  Charles  (i. 
Wood  ring:,  Henry. 

Co.  D. 

Abbott.  Joseph. 
Ronney,  Sanvuei  P. 
Cameron.  James  A. 
Cun'man.,  George  W. 
I'ink,  Jacob. 
Goodcll,  Levi. 
HutTerd,  James. 
Harcih  j.  Wni. 
Knott,  Joseph  A. 
Kent.  Henry. 
Knapp,  James. 
Morris,  .\sa. 
■  Paden,  Albert  F. 
I'arker.  Geor-e. 
PoUctt,  George. 
.Saville,  F.dward. 
Smith,  Harrison. 
Wiliuhn,  Theodore. 

Co.  E. 
Kaisscr,  Henry. 
Rhodenieyer,   llenry 

Co.  r. 

Hooth,  Whiuuu. 
Crooker,  L.  1>. 


Carrier,  John  S. 
Dewey,  F.d win  A. 
Fluke,  C.  R. 
l{artsook,  Jo-^epl^. 
Hohues.  1).  N. 
Ihuid.  Giles  F. 
Johnson,  Gus  A. 
Lon.g.  Sanuiel. 
Matheny,  David   J. 
Parks,  Josepli  W. 
■  Reed,  Amen/o. 
Sanford,  Jacob. 
Sterling-,  L.  W. 
Wetzel,  A.  B. 
Wetzel,  D.  W. 

Co.  G. 

Burnside,  F  F. 
Bell,  S.  R. 
Fliner.  J.  C. 
Henderson,  John  K 
Morey,  FRjrace  E. 
Peterson,  M.  C. 
] Roberts,  Peter. 
Songster,  C.  A. 
Smith,  Fred  W. 
West,  Charles  L. 
Williams,  A.  A. 
Witter,  George  E. 

Co.  K. 

Bigbee,  C.  C. 

Merrick,  Juliu  H. 
Smith.,  J .  Angust. 

Co.  I. 

Andress,  D.  C. 
Fbersold,  Fred. 
EbcrsoM,  Peter. 
Farabee,  J.  W. 
Slattery,  Timothy. 
Slattery,  }'atrick. 
Weldon,  Jolui. 

Co.  K. 

Averill,  Jolm. 
Cox.  R.  M. 
Guy.  Gr.  C. 
Grounds,   William. 
Kayes,  James  W. 


I   i 
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Lomax,  \V.  D. 
Latimer,  Thomas  P 
Murray,  S.  S. 
Waddell.  William. 
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Kegimental  StalT, 
Tompkins,^ C.  B. 
Tompkins,  J.  15. 

Originy.!  PvOg'i mental  Band. 
Sm:ill.  A.  Y. 


Comrade  John  G.  Brown,  wb.o  IkuI  bc^Mi  i-tquested  to  prepare  a 
historical  sketch  of  ihc  reg iaicnt.  iox  this  reunion,  Llien  read  the  follow- 
ing in  teieslin^^-  and  able  pa.pei,  \\  hich  was  listened  to  with  the  closest 
attention,  and  called  foith  frequent  a})].)lause. 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH    OF  THE  55x11   REG.  ILL.  VOL. 

BY  JOHN    G.    BROV.'X. 

\\\  attenijjting  to  give  a  sketcli  of  the  seivice  rendered  its  country  b\' 
the  Fifty-Fifth  t\."ent\'  \'ears  ago,  the  writer  is  confrdntcd  by  a  iv.enioi'v 
somewhat  clouds.d  bv  the  mi.->1v  \eil  of  time,  but  by  the  aid  of  diarie-< 
and  ufiicial  d'jciun.eals  in  mv  possession  F  present  a.  brief  b.i>t<ny  of  '-.ne 
of  the  many  regiments  that  went  from  this  state  to  (b)  battle  foi^  oui" 
country  wlien  it  was  assailed  by  traitois;  a  regimen.t  that  had  nu  paid 
correspondent  to  h<.  raid  to  tlie  wo]-]d  great  or  imaginai'v  achie\  enu-nts, 
l)ut  one  that  \\asahva\s  in  tlie  fr<jnt  lin.e,  (b->ing  its  whole  dniv  and 
ti'usting  to  authenlic  history  and  a  ])eople  fri";'--<^'fLi]  Uy{  a  ci)untr\-  >a\a.-d, 
for  its  rewaid. 

The  sul^ject  of  this  p-q^er  was  oi'ganized  at  Camp  Douglas,  in  the 
fall  of  [861,  uiiiier  the  na.me  of  tlie  Second  Regiment  of  the  F^ughis 
brigade,  in  honor  of  thai  noI)le  patriot,  Sti.'plieu  A..  Douglas.  The 
regimerit  was  mustered  in  October  31,  186  i,  with  a  full  quota  of  men, 
Colonel  I)j\id.  v^tuart  commanding-,  aiid  was  as-igned  tlie  number 
Flfty-Fifrii.  \\\  December  following  tlie  regiuicnt  was  Irarjsferred  to 
Beiiton  JJarraclvs,  vSt.  Fouls,  IMissonii,  wljere  the  I'outiiie  of  camp  lite 
was  resuniedt.  Tlie  Fifl y-l'ifdi,  under  comn^.and  of  Fieuienant-Colonel 
O.  iNlalmberg  us  drill  oilicei",  ati:iinc<l  :i  pi-oiiciericy  in  battalion  drill 
secontl  to  Uiom^  in  the  Western  army.  \\\  ]-m\\vax\-  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  j(>in  (Jj'ant's  arpa\'  at  th.e  trout,  asMJ  \\  as  taken  by  boat — the 
D.  A.  [anuars — to  I^aducah,  Kentucky.  'I'lns  boat,  b\'  its  numerous 
halts  on  the  sand  bai's  of  the  iSFississi]q)i  riser,  iusth-  eained  the  name 
of  'AVhoa,  Januar\'." 

Tlie  i-eglment  being  armed  with  almost  w(trthless  guus,  it  Avas  left 
to  guard  Paducafi  after  the  ai-my  moved  on  io'ts  IIenr\'  an<l  r)onelson. 
At\er  the  capture  of  these  sti'onghokls,  arul  the  regiment  being  ellicieuth' 
armed,  it  moved  1)\-  boat  and  cap>tured  Columb-us.  Kentucky,  the  enems' 
e\a-cualing  U[)on  its  approach.  On  the  movcnieut  of  tlie  armv  up  the 
Tennessee  river  (:he  Fifty-Fil'th  was  as.^igiud  to  the  Second  brigad,c 
of  Sherman's  division  and  took  the  advance,  disend->arking  tvrents"  milcs 
above  Pittsburg  Lauding,  forming  part  of  an  exjKHiitiou  that  was  seni 
out  to  destroy  the  ^vlemphis  and  Cliai-k^ton  railriMd  belwt-eu  FdKa  and 
Ihn-nsviHe.      Foiled  bv  swoiU-n  sii'e.un-^,  the  expediihori   \\  ;is  a.bandioned 
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and  Scvent^■-Fil•^t  Ohio,  iirulcr  cotriniaiul  of  Colonel  I)a\i(l  Stuail, 
took  position  on  the  cxLrcnic  left  <_)!'  the  FeiU  lal  lines,  tluee  miles 
troni  the  landing"  and  (jn  the  llamhui;.;,  near  tiic  junetion  uf  the  ]/urtIy 
road;  which  ero-;scs  tlie  (jorinlh  road  nearly  two  miles  \ve>t,  in  the 
vieinitv  of  vShiloh  Clu'.reii,  where  (JeiuMal  ShernKin  went  into  eani[) 
with  the  other  hrio-ades  of  his  division.  Uurlhut's  tli\ision  took  posi- 
tion on  tlie  right  and  rear  of  Stnart.  ],a!er,  General  Prentiss,  with 
two  brigades,  oceiipied  a  po-ition  in  tlie  front  wwA  a  little  to  the  right  of 
Plurllmt.  McClernand  was  in  the  lear  of  Shernian  and  W .  11.  L, 
Wallaee  near  the   landing. 

As  the  battle  of  Shiloh  was  fifth  in  niagnitndc  of  tlie  great  battles 
if  tlie  war,  and  the  loss  greater  to  the  nnn.d)er  enga^ged  \\va\\  ;uiv  other 
battle,  and  in  eonsilera.tion  of  the  mysteries  tliat  still  linger  around  that 
enig-matical  engagement  owing  to  the  deception.  c>f  some  of  the  g-enerals 
in  withh(;lding  or  misrepresenting  the  true  faels  in  ordei'  to  sci'een 
themselves  from  dagrant  negligence;  and  in  view  of  the  inominent  part 
the  Fift\'-Fitth  t«X)k  in  that  desperate  slrnggie,  co\'erJng  itself  all  over 
with  glory,  and  after  a  carefnl  examination  of  the  field  recently  by  the 
writer,  gleaning  such  facts  iVom  oh-er\'ati(:)n  and  consultations  w^'th 
scores  of  coinrades  searchin.g  for  tiuths  iii  like  manner,  arid  from  such 
documental  facts  as  we  have  in  oui-  pM>ssesslon,  we  propose  to  give,  as 
we  undc-rstand  it,  a  synopsis  of  that  engagement  on  tlie  left  portion  of 
the  line. 

Owing"  to  the  many  blnnders  for  la^dv  ot"  generalship,  and  the  disas- 
trons  resnlts  therefron.i,  chief  of  wdiich  w;{s  the  loss  of  several  thousand 
prisoners,  all  manner  of  accusations  ha\  e  been  made  bv  troojjs  on  one 
part  of  the  line  against  those  of  another  })art,  most  of  wliieh  are  unjust; 
but  the  twenty-second  anniversary  of  the  battle  j)articipated  'in  by  re- 
preseritatives  <.)f  nearlv  e\  ei'v  regiment  and.  battery,  has  taugdit  \'aluable 
lessoniS  whicli  will  tend  to  dispel  former  feelings  of  disparagement.  In 
speaking'  of  generalshi|),  we  eall  attention  to  the  remaiks  of  a  Union 
and  Rebel  soldier  after  the  l)attle,  which  illu.^trates  it  foicibly.  The 
Rebel  said:  '-You  must  adnnit  that  our  side  was  the  best  generaled." 
The  Unii'uist  I'cplied:   ''Vc-s,  Init  we  were  tile  best  coloneled."' 

As  shown  before,  Stuart's  lJriga.de  was  cn\  the  extreme  left,  Prentis.-' 
two  brigades  on  the  right,  with  a  ga.p  of  a  half  mile  between  him  and 
Stuart;  General  Sherman,  with  three  lirigadcs  on  I'rentiss'  right,  \vith 
a  g;aj)  intervening,  the  wliole  force,  consisting  of  about  10,000  men,  and 
covering  a  line  of  over  two  miles.  Pientiss  sent  foiward  earlv  in  the 
morning  a  detachment  wdiich  engaged  the  enem\'  in  a  manner  mani- 
fested by  the  hring  tliat  a  general  engagement  was  almost  certain  to 
follow.  He  harrassed  tlu.'  rebel  ad\  ;nice  for  two  bonis,  falling  back 
gradually.  Nc^twithstanding  this  umn.i-takable  signal  of  tlanger,  two 
liours  before  tlu-  ma.in  line  was  stiuck,  this  imperfect  fron.t  line  received 
the  sliock  of  battle  frorii  Jolnisou's  wlu^le  arnu  without  an\-  su]-)|)ort, 
wdien  there  were  2<^,0(>')  trtM)|)>,  camped  \\  itliin  tv/o  mile-.  'V\\c  rcsull 
was,  that  after  a  half  liour's  desj)erate  resistance  Sherman's  left  llaid; 
.and  ]>«)th  of  Prciiti^^'  Wi-ie  turned  and    tlieir  connmands  dii\en    back  in 
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extreme  rii;lu,  a  bric^adc  of  six  rcf^iments  of  Tennessee  and  Mississippi 
troops,  commanded  bv  the  notorious  General  Chalmers,  ditl  ]iot  strike 
Stuart  until  about  ioi^^d  o'clock,  wh.cn  the  laUer  opcni.;d  ^iich  a  destruc- 
tive fire  that  the  enem\-  was  l>adl\-  ])roken  up.  General  Chahners,  in 
hi.s  ofllcial  report  >a\>:  '-TIk-  eiicinv,  uiidcr  the  co\c4'  of  some  woods, 
poured  a  terrific  iirc  \\\Mi\\  ni\'  briL;ade,  killiu;.;  m:iu\'  oilicers  and  men, 
and  completely  deiiioraliziuL;  one  re;_(imen.t  so  it  was  of  no  service  the 
lest  of  tlie  (1;!\-."  This  loss  to  the  enemy  pitrlially  compensiited  for 
the  vkedaddle  ot"  the  Se\  enty-First  Ohio  c»n  our  j-i^^'ht.  This  p(j>;tion, 
comr;ide>,  wa--  the  one  in  th.e  wooil-^  east  of  tlie  narrow  field  commenc- 
in;.-;  a  sir.irt  distance  fi\:.;n  the  lefi  of  our  canip  and  ending-  near  I^ick 
Creek,  heluw.  C(^lonel  v^tuart,  in  his "  official  )"ep'>rt,  savs:  "'-I  dis- 
patched my  Ad.jiitant  to  General  ilurlhin-t  to  inforni  him  th::t  General 
l*i-entiss'  left  was  turned,  va\C\  to  ask  him  to  adwince  iii>  foicc.  His- 
reply  was,  that  he  would  advance  immediate'}-.  \\'ithin  fifteen  miiintcs 
General  Hurlhurt  sent  forward  a  battery,  which  took  position  in  tlie 
road  innnediately  by  Colonel  iSJason's  Seventy T^"ir>t  Ohio  headquar- 
ters. A  regiment  (the  Forty-Fir^t  Lhinois,  a-  I  icniendjcr),  furmed  in 
line  on  the  right  of  this  battery.  Obsei-ving  tlre.-e  dispositions,  and  ex- 
pecting that  ll:e  remainder  of  llurhnn-t's  division  would  be  up  cpiickly, 
1  established  my  line  of  battle  accordingly,  with  tlie  right  of  the 
Seventy-First  OJiio  resting  op]:sosiie  tlie  eastern  extremity  of  the  can:ip 
of  the  Fiftv-Fiflh.  Illinois,  the  Filtv-Fifth  next  on  tlie  lefi,  and  the  Fift\- 
Fourth  Ohio  l>eyond,  facing  the  south.  (Tliis  i--  tlie  j^osition  referred 
to  aboN'e).  I  had  two  companies  (;f  th.e  Fifty-Fifth.  Illinois  and  two 
companies  of  t lie  Fifu -Foctrlli  C)hio  detaclied  as  ski)-mi'-die!s  in  tfjC 
hills  opposite,  and  across  the  creek  or  i-avine.  From  a  con\-enie!it  posi- 
tion on  tlie  brow  «;>f  the  liill  noith  (A  the  creek,  with  my  glass  I  could 
observe  al!  the  enem\-'s  miO\emcnts.  llasing  succeeded  in  planting 
their  battery  in  a  commanding  position,  they  opened  a  fire  of  sliell  upon 
us,  under  co\-er  of  which  the  intantrv  ad\  anccd.  upon  us  dir:gonally 
fi-om  the  left  of  Prentiss"'  divisi(Mi,  and  also  from  the  light  of  th.e  bat- 
tery, i  ha-ten.ed  in  [person  to  tlie  batter\-  1  had  left  an  hour  before  in 
front  of  Cc»lonel  ^Fi^on's  tent,  to  order  tiiem  farther  to  tlie  e;i.-r,  in 
front  of  my  lieadqua-rtei's,  Vv-liere  thee  would  ha\'e  a  splendid  tire  upon 
the  enemv's  batterv  a^  v/ell  as  upon  the  ad\aricing  infantry.  The 
l)attery  ha.d  left  witiiout  firing  a  gun,  and  tlie  i)attalion  on  its  righ.t  had 
disapi)eare  1.  For  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  my  right  no  soldier 
could  be  seen  unless  fugitives  making  tlieir  way  to  the  rear.  A  large 
botly  of  the  ciiemy's  troops  were  advancing  due  noi-ih.  towards  rsla.son's 
cam}),  and  I  saw  tiiat  the  posidon  of  m\-  brigadle  wa.^  inevitably  tkiuked 
by  an  overwhelming  aiKl  unopjio>ed  force.  Hastening  back  to  my 
brigade,  1  famd  the  enemv  advancing  raj/idly  in  its  front.  The 
vSeventy-Fiist  Oiiio  had  fallen  back  under  th,c  shelling  ^A  the  eneiru-'s 
guns  to  a  position  t;ts  I  was  infoiQicd  bv  C'oloiiel  JSFi-ou)  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  \-ards  in  ilie  reai-.  and  re-fonned  on  a  ridge  of  ground 
very  defensible  lor  infantiy,  but  I  could  not  fmd  them,  and  liad  no  in- 
timation as  to  \N  here  they  had  gone.  F>ef»re'  1  could  cliange  p(^sit!on, 
the  J-'ifty-Fifih  Flinois  and  I'ift v-l\)mth  Obi')  v/ere  engaged  (tlu^  fight 
acros-  liie  n.nrow  tieki  referred  to  alune  iu  tir,-  wrilerj,  bui  as  s,,;,:;  as 
possible    I    willidi-ew    th.em    to   a  [M>sition    on   tlie    brov.'    of    a  hill,  and 
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formed  a  Hue,  which  \i  exLcuded,  would  iutcrscct  m)-  first  linedia^onally 
from  uorthwest  to  soutlieast.  I  had  not  to  exceed  Q.\'ii\\t  hundred  men 
of  th.e  Fifty-Fifth  Fdinuis  :ind  Fift\- Fourth  Ohio..  I  saw  no  more  of 
the  Seventy-First  Ohio  throuL^h  thr  li;/lit." 

The  writer  must  ci^rrect  C'oloncl  Stuail's  description  of  the  second 
position.  It  was  more  nearly  paralK-l  to  the  first  line.  After  ^ve  lell 
l)ack  (General  Chalmers  reports  that  h.c  waited  for  ammunition  and  ex- 
tended his  line  on  tlic  iii^ht  fearing;  he  mi'^^hi;  he  thmked.  If  he  had 
known  that  thei'e  were  onI\  two  small  regiments  opposing  his  fire  his 
fears  would  ha\e  been  dispelled.  The  fact  of  the  mattta'  is,  that  we, 
before  and  after  this.  pom-tHl  such  a  lieavy,  well-directed  fire  u})Oti  him 
that  he  bclicvc^l  tluit  he  was  figliting-  a  wfjole  divlbicni.  During  C'hitl- 
mers'  mano'uverlng,  before  tlie  second  attack,  we  executed  some 
peculiar  movemeiits  auiong  which  was  the  memoral^le  square  which 
will  always  brings  a  smile  to  the  face  of  a  Fifty-Fifth  boy.  It  is  argued 
by  many  that  this  square  norqjli;s^..:'d  the  enemy  and  resulted  greatly 
to  our  advantage.  This  second  }H)sition,  \\  here  we  lield  the  erieriiv 
numbering  three  to  our  one,  for  over  two  hoiu's,  was  a  Ncry  strongvone, 
and  it  Is  a  m}^srerv  that  the  enemy  persisted  so  long  in  a  dii-ect  attack 
\'"hen  our  riglu  fiac'k  was  exposed  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  more. 
The  Twelfth  and  Ninih  Illinois  of  AlcArthur's  Brigade  were  ordered 
to  vStuart's  sU])})ort,  but  the\'  ^vel■e  met  I)y  a  lieavv  force  of  the  enemy 
and  lioth  engaged  before  they  got  in  siglit  or  within  commiuiicating  dis- 
tance, leaving  us  in  an  isolated  position  on  their  left  and  a  considerable  dis- 
tance in  front.  Comrades,  we  can  alv/ays  congratulate  ourselves  when 
we  think  of  our  narrow  escape  that  day  "from  the  terrors  of.rebel  prison 
pen<.  After  IMcArtlun's  troo{)s  liad  fallen  back,  tl'ie  enemy  appe:iring 
on  both  our  flanks,  and  our  amnnmitlon  being  exhauste*.!,  we  were 
forced  to  retreat  al  about  -^  o'clock  Vvith  a  loss  of  over  two  hundred 
men  of  our  regiment  killed  and  wounded.  It  was  a  sad  experience  to 
the  write)-  when  wc  traced  that  line  of  battle  on  the  6th  day  of  last 
April  and  looked  into  the  many  open  pits  from  which  our  skiin  com- 
rades had  been  lemoved  to  the  cemetery  at  the  Landing.  Thei'e  \A'ere 
man\-  things  visible  that  brought  vividly  to  nnnd  the  horrilde  scenes  of 
that  memorable  dav. 

As  remarked  befoi'e  tiiere  iias  iKcn  too  much  of  a  disposition  on 
one  part  of  the  line  to  lay  the  blame  for  the  disa.stc)-  of  Sundav  on 
some  other  part  of  tlie  field,  and  a  t'nll  shaie  of  censure  has  been  laid 
U])on  Stuart's  Brigade;  but  when  tb.e  fiicts  are  known  we  will  be  justly 
credited  with  doing  our  v\  hole  duty  ;  all  tliat  was  possible  for  \'alor 
to  aa:compli-li.  Tlie  oificial  recortls  prove  be^•ond  a  doubt  that  the 
f^it';y-Fifth  fougfil  a  good  fight;  its  loss  beiiig  -jo  killed,  201  wounded 
and  26  prisoners,  from  a  little  over  500  men  actually  engaged.  Thirt\-- 
live  of  tlie  wounded  died  duririg  the  year.  Only  one  other  legiment, 
the  Ninth  Illinois,  whk  h  was  neaiest  on  our  right,  lost  more  men  in 
killed  ami  wounded  tbari  the  Fifty-I'ifth  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  This 
record  should  refute  an\'  and  every  aeeusation  against  vStuart's  fhigadr-. 
We  make  this  assertion,  and  boldly  (\A\'  contradictitan.  The  Fift\ - 
Fifth  he-Id  its  po-^iti^.n  r.caier  tlie  fiist  limt  of  tlu>  moi-ning  and  fai'tliei' 
from  tlie  ianrimg  later  in  the  da\  tiiaii  an\-  otbei^  iro'ojis  of  the  whole 
arm\'.      All    honor  to  tlie    In^n  e    Fifty  l"\)U)"tli  (dhio,  arid    the    S])artau 
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luind  of  seventeen  of  the  Seventy-Fiist  Ohii),  commanded  bv  its  Ad- 
jutant, tliat  so  nobly  ^tood  by  n-;  in  that  dead!}'  conflict.  \Vlicn  vSher- 
man  and  Pi'entiss  fell  back,  followed  clo:^.e]y  V'V  the  victorious  cnem.}', 
tliev  ir.et  the  reserves  coming  up  in  disjointed  conimands  <.yer;eral!y, 
•A\\i\  before  a  complete  line  coidd  be  foinied  son;e  part  Vv'oidd  be 
broken  V)y  an  onslaught  of  the  advancing  ioe.  These  unp^eneraled 
(tiiis  word  is  the  writer's),  defenses  were  made  repeatedly  all  day 
along  the  whole  line,  resulting  in  disaster,  but  fre(p'.ently  giving  the 
enemy  a  severe  punishing.  In  some  instances  some  generalship  en- 
tered into  the  contest,  notably  where  General  Tnttle's  Brigade  of 
W,  fi.  1^.  Wallace's  Disision,  with  some  other  troops,  formed  a  line 
\yith  Prentiss'  retreating  forces  in  an  old  road,  inaking  a  very  strong 
defensible  position.  •This  line  lepulsed  several  assaults  of  the  enemy, 
;nid  remained  intact  until  tlanked  late  in  the  da\',  when  3.rK)0  of  our 
men,  including  General  Pi-entiss,  wei-e  surrounded  \\Vi(\  taken  prison- 
ei-s. 

Johnston's  plan  of  battle  was  to  strike  tiie  left  center  r.r  flank  of 
our  line,  and  break  or  turn  it  and  get  lietween  the  main  armv  and  the 
landing,  v/hen  our  destruction  would  be  easily  accomplishe<i.  but  the 
stubborn  resistance  of  our  left  foiled  his  well  laid  plans.  One  woixl 
in  regard  to  the  disputed  surprise  at  Shiloh  and  we  are  done:  'J'he 
rank  and  file  were  not  surprised,  for  the  front  line  waited  from  oric  to 
three  houi-s,  after  heav)-  skirmishing  began,  before  it  was  attacked. 
If  the  generals  were  not  surprised,  as  they  claim,  their  directions  of 
the  battle,  if  they  gave  any,  would  condemn  them  as  unfit  for  com- 
mand; and  if  they  were  surprised,  they  were  guiltv  of  flagrant  neglig- 
ence. Thev  can  take  whicliovei"  horn  of  tlie  dilemn^a  tliey  choose. 
The  fact  of  it  is,  Jolinbton  stole  a  march  on  them,  and  put  his  whole 
army  in  their  immedia.te  front  while  they  enjoyed  a  quiet  camp,  be- 
lieving he  was  organizing  an  army  of  defence  around  Corinthi.  If 
they  had  comprehended  a  dim  shadow  of  the  situation  and  had  the 
troo[)s  in  rear  brought  up  properly  in  the  morning  and  tilled  the  gaps 
in  the  front  line;  or  better,  if  this  line  had  beei^^  ordered  back  and  a 
ne\v  and  shorter  one  forn^icd,  we  \voidd  ha\c  secured  an  ea.sy  xictorv. 
An  outraged  people,  in  remembcrance  of  the  thousands  of  victims  of 
tkiat  terril)le  slau":hter,  \\\\\  ever  cry  out  in  rii-'hfeous  indiirnation 
against  those  who  are  justlv  responsible. 

The  Pifcy-Fiftki  on  ISlonda\-  was  on  the  right  of  vSiiernian's  division 
and  next  to  General  Lew  Wallace's  division,  v,  hich.  was  the  extreme 
right  of  the  army.  The  regiment  became  engaged  near  noon  and 
continued  in  fight  until  the  enemy  was  dri\en  from  the  field  late  in 
the  day.      The  loss  was  comparati\  elv  light. 

A  li\ely  skirmish  was  participated  in  bv  the  Pifty-Fifth  Illinois  and 
]:^ighlh  Tsiissouri,  on  May  lytli,  at  Russel's  House,  on  the  march  to 
Corinth.  On  the  evacuation  of  Corinth  the  reginu^it  was  the  tirst 
to  enter  the  tortifications. 

The  summer  of  1S62  was  s|hmU  in  reconnoisances  in  Western  Ten- 
nessee and  Southein  Mississippi.  The  Fift\ -Fifth  captured  llolh 
Springs  on  tlic  Fc-iirtli  of  ]\\\\  wwA  celel>!;iled  the  ocmsiop.  a.r^propiF 
ately.  I'^our  nH)ntlis  ca.mp  dutv  v/as  |)evtormed  in  the  late  summer 
and  fall  at   Mem])his,  Ten.nessee. 
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I'fpon  the  openinjj^  of  the  campaic^n  ai^aln^^t  \'ickshiir<i^  the  re^'-lmeiit 
moved    with    the    \\x\w\   int(>   the  Interior  of  Mississippi,  but  soon   re- 
turned and  joined  t!ie  cK])edltiv-)n  uiick-i  eoniniaiul  of  General  Sherman 
«       autl   proceeded  !■>•  l)oaL  down  tiie  livcr.  1 

At    the  Ijatlle    of   Chicka--a\v   J'ayou,   the   re-imcnt   and    the    Fill}--       \ 
Eighth  Oliio  led  tl'ic  ;(d\ance  on  tlie  2S1I1  ot"  I)ecemher,  lo-.ini^'  .-e veial 
men.      The  gallant  Captain  Sehleich  was  killed  in  the  asbauU,  clieering 
his  men  on  to  battle. 

JanuarN'  loih,  iSf'^^^.  found  tlie  reginienl  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Arkansas  Post,  where  tlie  rebel  force  was  captured;  after  whicli  it 
went  into  eanip  and  spade  service  on  tlie  c.nial  at  Young's  Point, 
Louisiana. 

When  Grant's  arnu'  moved  to  tiie  rear  of*\''icksbur^",  tlie  Fift} - 
Fifth  accorn])anied  the  expedition,  that  ninde  a  feint  on  Haines'  Pluir 
al)o\e  Vicksburg,  after  wdv.ch  it  joined  l)y  a  forced  mai-ch  the  main 
arnu'  at  the  battle  of  Champion  Ilills,  1 

The  regiment  was  both-  engaged  in.  the  assaults  on  the  enemy's  | 
works  around  \'icksbvirg  >da\  IQ  and  2:^,  and  did  hard  service  on  the  | 
picket  line  -.wm]  in  the  trenches  until  tliat  stronghold  w^as  captured  on  1 
the  Fourth  of  July,  adding  greater  glory  to  our  National  birthday.  -J 

After  the  retaking  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  tlie  regiment  went  into  \ 
camp  on  JJlack  Jviver,  wliere  disease  w^^s  nearlv  as  destructive  as  I 
campaigning  in  fiont  of  the  enemy.  j 

A  transfer  of  a  lai-ge  part  of  Grant's  ai^my  to  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  \ 
was  the  next  move,  made  by  boats  to  i\iemj)ld.s  and  by  rail  to  fuka,  j 
and  the  ba.lance  by  rapid  maiches.  The  regiment  eflected  a  crossing  I 
of  the  Tennes^e"  river  above  Cliattanooga  in  pontoon  boats  in  the  \ 
darkness  of  the  night  of  November  2.[,  wliich  took  the  enetiiv's  pickets  \ 
so  by  sui'prise  tiiat  there  wa.s  little  oppositii'U.  Thi^  was  a  desperate  | 
and  impe^rtant   riiove,  as  it  o}:)ened  a  direct  wav  to  the    enemv's  laght.        1 

At  the  assaulf  on  Mission  Ridge,  November  25th,  the  reginient,  \ 
with  its  brigade,  made  a  Hank  movement  on  the  enemv's  right  and  \ 
cam.e  nearly  l)eing  decoyed  into  a.  trap  where  a  desperate  light  or  j 
capture  would  have  lieen  the  lesult ;  Vuit  by  the  exercise  of  the  sanie  I 
tactics  that  characterized  the  regiment  in  manv  other  places,  it  escaped  | 
v.-ith  little  loss.  '  *  ] 

Tlie  regiment  partici})ated  next  in  the  maich.  to  the  relief  of  Knox-  \ 
^'!lle,  ilie  seige  of  which  was  a.liandoned  1)\  General  L(,)ngstieet  on  tliC  ] 
ajiproaeii  of  oui-  army.  j 

()n  retuin,  tlie  regiment  went  intc»  camp  December  2S,  ;it  bjclle-  \ 
lonte  Station,  'Vlabama,  and  sjient  trie  holidays  in  a  verv  nncomf  >rt-  ! 
able  manner,  tlie  weather  being  cold  with  tl'iC  ground  covered  with  j 
snow;  and  woi'st  of  all,  ratii»n^  wereshoi-t,  \\T"  cop}' from  our  diary  of  j 
January  1,  \':>C).\\  *'The  weatfier  is  \  ei'v  cold,  it  is  freezing  hind.  We 
are  entirely  out  of  rations,  and  why  is  it.'  We  are  on  the  raihaj.id 
wdiere  the  e.irs  run  e\(n  \  few  hours,  and  abundance  of  rations  oni\' 
twelve  n^iles  fu^m  lieie.  Tiiere  is  gi^eat  neglect  somewliere.  The 
whole  division  is  neaii\  staiv  ing,  and  .at  tiie  simie  time  our  (»fricers  are 
calling  for  \eteran  volunteer-,  oHering  a  b;t!-rel  of  whisk\-  to  flic  re- 
gifiic^:;  th.al  kirnisiie.s  the  mos!  veietaiis  Such  an  "rd.er  w  a.s  pro- 
mulga.ted  to-dajy   at  division    headtjuarters   and  read  to  every  compan\'. 
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If  they   woiiUl   drink    less   whisky   ihemselvcs  we   would    fare    much 

\  better.""      1   need   not  s;.y  that  the'Fifty-Fiflh   'lid  not    get  tliat   hariel. 

t  Camp  was  soon  transferred   to   ]..ar!:i!r  \  il'e,  and    lalei"  part  of  the   rc- 

I  g-iment  went   into   camp   at   Larkin's   Landing-,  to   guard    the   pontoon 

i  l)ridge  ucross  tiie  Tennessee  river.      Duiing  our  stay  hoe  a  good  time 

I  was  had  with  the  citizens,  particularh'  the  female  portion  with  wliom 

\  the  boys  frccpiently  enjoyed  an   evening  in   the  "flat-rock"  and   other 

celebrated   dances  of  that  section,      'i'hc  comiades  will  renicn:il)er  the 

roil-c;ills   that   were  ordered   at  \i   o'clock   atnigh.t;     hovv  one  would 

generously  answer  for  his   chums  who  ^vere  detained    from   cam]j  by 

the  irresistable  attractions  of  the  Alabama  girls. 

The  reglmeul  le-enli-led  and  was  sworn  in  Apiil  6,  thie  anrii\ersary 
\  of  tlie  battle  of  Sliiloh,  and  was   accorded  the   privilege  of   electing  its 

field  and  line  ofhcers,  an    unnsu:d  ])rocedure,   but  these  wei-e   the  con- 
ditions of  the  re-enlistment.      On  the  i8th  of  April  the  regimersL  started 
on    its  veteran   furlough,    and   in    due  time  eacii   menibei"   joined    his 
■  friends  at  home  in  a  reunion  long  to  be  remembered. 

[  June    i6,    iS6.j,  for.r.d  the  Kifty-Fiftli   again  in    tlie    front  at     Big 

:  Shanty,   Georgia,  Captain  J.  IvI.  Augustine    commanding.      On    June 

\  27th  was  fought  the  bloody  battle  of  Kenesavv   Mountain  in   which 

;  the   legiment  ph)ved   a  conspicuous  part,  being  a  part   of  the   assult- 

\  ing  column.      Tfie  enemy's  works  on  the  side  of  the   mountain  were 

•  nearly  reached  when  the  brave  Captain  Augustine  fell  while  clieering 

on  his  men,  who  were  soon  con"!pelied  to  fall  back  under  hre  from  the 
enemy.  In  our  commander's  death  tlie  reginicnt  lost  one  of  its  bravest 
and  most  honored  oflicers;  one  wdiose  memory  will  be  cherished  by 
every  member  so  long  as  life  shall  last.  Caj)La!n  Wiliiam  Potter  of 
Company  E,  received  a  mortal  wound  and  died  in  a  few  bonis.  We 
lost  in  this  engagement  14  killed  and  33  wounded,  the  loss  l)eing 
greater  than  in  any  other  battle  during  the  war  excepting  Shiloh.  On 
the  morning  of  ]uly  J2,  the  enemy  fell  back  from  his  front  line  of 
fortifications  east  of  .Vtlanta,  and  our  forces  occupied  and  remodled 
them  for  defence.  The  Fifty-Fifth  occupied  an  im})ortant  position 
near  thie  m;un  road  to  Decatui-.  A  hea\')'  force  of  trie  enemy  un.der 
command  of  General  Hood  charged  upon  our  whole  line  in  the  after- 
noon, l)reaking  it  in  several  }:)laces.  Cliarging  and  counter  chai-ging 
was  tlie  CM'der  of  balcle  all  the  balance  of  the  day  until  the  enein\-  was 
dri\-en  b  ick  \\'\v\\  hca\y  h-ss  to  his  fortifications.  A  break  was  made 
in  the  line  on  the  light  of  the  Fifty-Fifth  and  before  it  realized  tlic 
situation  a  heavy  fire  was  opericd  o\\  its  tlank  and  rear,  compelling  it 
to  fall  back  by  fighting  its  way  through;  but  a  r:dh'  was  soon  nnule  and 
our  works  retaken  with  a  loss  to  the  regiment  (^{  \  killed,  14  wounded 
and  16  taken  prisoners  with  the  colors.  This  was  the  fii^t  tinie  the 
regiment  fought  behind  works,  and  it  found  the  defence  easy  until  the 
enemy  got  in  the  reai"  whiL-n  desix-rate  worl-:  was  before  us  whicli  was 
accomplished. 

On  July  27,  trif  army  of  the  Tennessee  swung  around  to  the  rigb.t 
ot  the  line,  and  was  again  met  on  tlie  iSth  by  Mood's  forces.  The 
p(-.-itl'Hi  held  bv  tlie  Fit"i}-.Fiu]!  was  repea:<jdi\-  assaidted  and  lirmK' 
n^aimaincd  unit!  titc  c-K-niy  v/as  tinaliv  rej)ul-rd  with  hca\y  lo-^s.  'i'he 
regiment  lost  .[  killed  and  12  wounded.   The  lightness  uf  the  ca.sualties 
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of  the   Fii'ty-Fiftli    \n  tlie   rnp^agLinents  of  Liic  22d  and  2Sth  of  July  i.>    i 
unj^recedeiited  when  t'he  desp^valA-  fi^i^htiirj,  i--  considered.  I 

An  advance  was  ordered  Aui^ust  3  on  tlie  rebel   picket  line,  \vliere    "^ 
the  Fifty- I'ifth  succeeded  in  capturing;-  >oiiie  posts,  and  occupyin.ii'  and    ,^ 
holding  a  prominent  p(^>;ition.      The  support   on  the  Ranks    fiiling    to 
come  up;,  it   was  left  in    a  perilous   })ositi<L'n,  hut    hy  throwing  up  some    ' 
light  works  it  held  it  without  reliefer  sup])ort  until  late  the  next  das-. 
It  was  here  th.e  gallant  LiculeuaiU    ICricsoii  of  this  place  i'cil    fightintr    - 
for    his   adopted    conntr\'.      Notwitiistatuling  ihe  i-egiment  in    thi^   ad- 
vance distinguished  itself  in  an  eminent  manner,  an  attempt  was- made 
by   the  I)i\ision    Comniande!',   ^\■ll0^e  military    abilitv  ^vas  as   light   as    , 
his  name  would  indicate,  to  tarnisli  its  good  nanie,or  t<")  bring  disgrace 
upon  the  name  of  our  biaxe  commander.  Captain  F,  H.  Shaw.    After 
the  regiment    had   held   this  ex})0sed    posit.ic>n   for  over    tvvent\-four 
hours,  where  sleep  was  impossible,  this  General  ordered  Captain.  vShaw 
to   advance    his   men   without    anv    support.       He  righteously  leplied 
*'that  the  condition  of  Ids  men  and  the  situation  Vv'as  such  tfiri!  he  could 
not  order  them   fo!-\vard,  believing  tfiat  v/hcn  the  facts  were  reported 
the  order  to  ad\-a!ice   \N-on!d  be  coutUermanded."      The  General   then 
saw  fit  to  relie^■e  the   regiment,  and  ordered  it  to  the  rear  in   apparent 
disgrace,    and    afterward   IkkI   tlie    l>ra\e  Captain    disnilssedi   fioin    (lie 
service.      ']^his  ^v:is  an  outrage  perpetrated  ii|)(jii  as  brave  an  ofncer  as 
ever  swung  a  sword;     and  our  go\'ernment  is  unjust  in  not  rerno\ing 
this   disability  and    placing  tl^e   C'aptain's    jiame  on    the  records  of  It-^ 
noble   defenders.     \W^  are  glad   tliat  an  effort    Is  being   made   by  tlic 
members  of  th.e  reglmePxt  to  have  tliis  matter  righted,  and   let  us  per- 
sist until  justice  is  done. 

On  Au^'-n.-t  :^o  th.e  reorlnient  led  the  advance  of  the  infantrv  in  a 
movement  on  the  la.ilroad  at  jone^boro.  Early  on  the  nioi'uing  of 
the  31st  the  brigade  was  ordered  10  occupv  a  high  point  of  grou.nd. 
After  a  li\'ely  skirmish,  the  position  was  taken  and  fortifiedi  in  anticl- 
patirni  of  an  attacK:  by  the  eneniv"'s  forces  that  v/ere  arriving  o\\  th.e 
cars,  and  nia>-in.g  in  plain  view  in  frorit  of  irs.  In  tlie  afternoon  re- 
peated assaults  we!"e  made  hy  a  iicavv  l^oi'ce,  ail  of  \\  liicli  Nveie  executed 
with  a  desperation  sebiom  witner-sc'vl  in  warfare.  Our  position  \vas  a 
very  strong  one,  and  being  defended  by  the  old  Fli.^t  Brigade,  it  niade 
victory  certain.  After  tN\-o  bonis  of  one  of  the  most  bloody  contests 
of  the  wai",  tlie  enemy  was  repid-eil  v.-Itli  a  loss  in  front  of  the  Fifiy- 
Fifth  greater  than  was  ever  l)efoi-e  sustained  in  any  engagement.  Idie 
number  of  the  enem}'\s  dead  and  wounded  left  on  the  ticld  In  front  of 
the  regiment  was  equal  to  its  number.  Our  loss  was  only  two  killed 
and  ten  wour:ded. 

The  battle  of  Septend>er  i,  in.  \n'1iIc1i  \ve  lost  two  killed  and  fl\e 
woutuled,  closed  the  lighting  around  Atlanta,  an<l  it  was  occupied  1)V 
Sherman. 

When  General  llood  got  in  our  reai'  and  cut  th.e  cracker  line,  the 
Fitty-FIfti'i  accompanied  the  expedition  In  the  |)ursuit,  an.d.  a>tU:r  a 
month's  chase  in  (jeorgia  and  .Vlabama,  it  letnrned  to  Atlanta  to  pie- 
pare    tor  the  celebrated  ''Mareii  :o  \\'-x  Sea,"'  \^  iiieh  bcLran    \i)\"einber 
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Georgia,  December  I3tli.     At'ter  a  month's  rest,  the   Fifty -Fidh  pro- 
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cceded  witii  tlie  ami)  by  stcanier  to  Bcaiifoit,  South  Carolina,  where 
preparations  were  UKule  for  ;i  graiul  }:)icnic  march  through  the  Caro- 
lina-., which  wa-.  lie<^un  Jaauia.ry.  :;o,  iSos-  '    ' 

At  the  crossinj4"  of  the  JCchsto  Kiver,  February  y,  the  regiment  hiatl 
a  hvelx'  skirmish  witli  die  enemy's  rear  guard.  A  detaclmient  com- 
manded bv  Lieutenant-Colonel  An.diX'ss  eilecled  ;i  crossing  and  re- 
connoitered  the  enemy's  position  b}-  an  all  night's  rnaich  through  the 
swamps. 

On  Feburary  16  the  regimeiu  led  the  advarice  on  Columbia,  South 
Caroliini,  ;uul  (hove  th.e  enemy  rapidly  across  the  Congaree  River, 
the  b-ridgeo\er  which  the}'  passed  being  sudd.enly  fired,  preventing 
tlie  Fifty-Fifth  fi-om  hrst  occup\ing  the  Capital  of  South  Carolina,  the 
hot-bed  of  secession. 

Tiie  legiment  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bentonville,  iShirch.  20 
and  21,  the  last  of  tlie  ^var  in  which  Sherman's  army  was  engaged. 

The  famous  marclito  the  sea  and  through  thcCarolinas  will  always 
be  remembered  as  the  most  agrec:ib]e  features  c<f  the  war;  only  Inid 
Vv'catbjcr  occasn';i;dl\-  interfering  v'th  the  comforts  of  the  men.  The 
fighting  v/as  n:>t.'-tl_\'  confmed  to  lighit  skirmishing,  and  the  ioraging 
was  all  that  could  be  desired  bv  a  hungry  soldier.  The  boys  of  the 
Fifty-Fif*h  will  alwaj's  hold  in  grateful  rememberancc  the  valuable 
supplying  qualilications  of  Capt.iin  '']:]ob"  and  his  brave  band  of  fol- 
lowers. What  they  could  not  fiiid  was  beyon<l  tlu?  reach  of  lunman 
sagacity  and  mule  endurance.  At  limes  during  the  Vv'ar,  ■'.vhen  forage 
was  scarce  and  the  legular  foraging  partv  failed  to  suj)p]v  tbie  need- 
ful, Cha])lain  llanev  would  he  callcil  into  requisition  as  reinforcements, 
a.nd  provisions  would  come  in  as  if  hx  magic.  It  ^^'as  a  sorr\'  da.v  for 
the  arniy  when  tive  Fifty-Fiftli  went  Innigr}-.  The  Fift} -Fifth  par- 
ticipated in  tile  gr.md  re\-iew  in  V/ashington,  after  wliich  it  was  taken 
witii  Sherman's  armv  to  Louisville,  Kentuckv,  where  all  weie  dis- 
charged and  sent  home  excepting  the  Second  Division,  which  was 
ordered  to  Little  Ivock,  Arkan.sas,  wheix-  we  r-'mained  until  August 
14,  1865,  when  ihc  regiment,  aftL-r  four  venrs  of  ;ri-duous  service  for 
its  country,  Avas  nnisLered  out,  and  the  retVain  '•'Home  Sv,eet  Tlonie" 
v/as  taken  up. 

Vv  e  camiol,  in  a  short  paper,  undertake  to  jriake  proper  mention  of 
the  ethciency  of  prominent  oillceis  of  the  regiment;  but  will  be  p^ar- 
doned  wbicn  we  call  a.ttention  to  two  oliicers  who,  by  their  ir.cessant 
watchfulness  and  hrboiious  elforts  contiibuted  so  mucli  to  the  health 
and  general  welfaie  of  the  regunent.  \\'e  n.ame  Surgeon  Kolei"  and 
C'haplain  bLincy.  We  spoke  of  tlie  batter's  fnaging  pi'Opensities. 
\\'hen  he  covild  not  forage  olf  tlie  enem}',  he  would  raid  on  friends  at 
home,  and  all  \s  ill  ]-emember  the  line  lots  of  sanitar>-  stores  he  gathered 
and  b)-ought  to  us  at  the  front.  WMiile  he  did  not  forget  the  spiritual, 
the  {diyslcal  man  was  e\er  nnck  r  his  w  atcht'ul  c;u-e.  Lr.  R(^]er  was 
truly  a  i"amil\'  piiysici;in  of  tlie  I'egiment,  always  gi\ing  it  the  ch^sest 
attentiou,  and  rendering  e\er\-  sen-vice  possible  for  tlie  health  and 
comfort  of  tlie  men.  .Ml  will  rememixn-  how  speediiv  and  comlort- 
nbly  our  winncicd  wei-e  provided  ior  at'iLi-  a  l-attle:  bow  \\\  a  fc-w 
liours  e\-ery  n.i.ni  w  a^  dr-sscdi  in  e!e;'.!i  ce 'thing  adapted  t- >  t'iie  coml'ort 
of  tlie  sick,  and  watclied  and   treated  by  the  surgeon  and    chaplain   as 
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oiilv  dutv  and  love  to  man  couki  dictate.  The  loss  by  disea.vc  in  om 
regiment  w.i>  le-s  l)\  nearly  on(?-half  than  most  of  the  regiments  in 
the  servire,  -.xwA  there  were  many  les^  who  dse<.l  of  wounds  than  \va> 
the  usual  result.  'Die  records  show  that  the  Fii'ty-Fifth  lost  as  many 
men  killed  outrioht  in  the  battle  as  it  did  of  disease,  a  rare  occurraiKe 
in  the  history  of  warfare.  This  coiidition  of  thing^s  \va--  in  a  great 
measure  (hie  to  the  diligence  of  our  Surgeoti  and  Chaplain.  The  field 
and  line  uilicers  of  oui'  regiment  were  Inave  ^wOi  dutiful,  an  honor  to 
tlie  cause  of  freedom,  and  behncdby  tlieir  men  who  followed  tliem 
to  victo!\'.  The  \-alor  of  the  raid:  and  file  is  evinced  by  the  battle 
re})0!ls. 

The   follcAving  are  the  casualties  of  the   iMfty-fiflh  during  the  war 
as  compiled  from  ofticial  records: 


Killed. 


.Apri,  t,  .V  7,  ib(>2,  ;     I   I  45  j  46  I 

' 1     I        I 

i         I 


Shilol;,  Tenii.  .  . 

l\.ussel   llou^c Mny  \  7, 

Sieq;e  of  Corinth,  Miss 

Shelby  Depot Oct.  23,      "       !. . . 

Ofickasaw  F.ayoii.  Miss. ,  .Dec.  I'S,      "       j      i 
Arkansas  Post,  Ark.  .  ....  .]-x\\.  to,  1S63,    ,  .  . 

Vicksburg,  .Miss Alay  19,      "       \      1 


Wounded. 


O 


"     Sie-c  of " 

Jackson,  Miss.,       "      " " 

P.kick  River " 

Mission   Kid;;e>  Teiiu.  . .  .  ]  >ee.  25,  " 

Near  KciK>a\v,  Cia J^i'ie  23,  1S64, 

Keiie^av    .^lr.,   (ki "      27,  " 

Atlanta,   <  .a [uh'  22,  " 


o  ! 


.  .  .  Aug 

J. 

•^e  0! .  . 

\u-. 

31. 

...S-MU 

1  I  3 
•  •  5 
I 


7i  S 

5  :  5 

I    ;  I 

I    I  I 

1  I 

1    j  I 

12    !  14 

4 


lonesboro,   (' 


nentonville,  N.  C Marcii  2u,  rSfjS, 


2  i     3 

4  I     4 

2I     \ 
I   i     I 

95    102 


9  1192  !2oi  ij  26  i  273 

•••I     8!     S  ;|....|       9 

•••I     ^   i     ^   ii----        I 


i     " 


14    i*^>  ij — ;    2. 


I  i    I 


'3  ij 

3  !! 


.....  iS 


•  •      o 
3  i  3^ 

•  -i  14 

T    I    II 

.  .  ■       31       "^ 
.  .        616 

••:    H    ^: 

..  I     I        II 


J  ;,•  •  • 
33  I 
14  t6 
12     ... 


lb.   324  ,342       49  ,  493 


AN'hen  it  is  rememlw.red  that  the  Fi{"ty-Fiflh  did  not  receive  fiftv  re- 
ciuits  during  tiic  \s  n,  l!ic  ag;j;regate  io^s  for  tlic  number  of  men  en- 
gaged is  greater  titan  \\  onKl  a]:.j)far  otherwise.  During  thie  Atlanta 
campaign  \\\c  resdmen.t  ics!  \\\  kided  and  wounded  118  men  out  of  a 
little  over  2(v>  acHKillv  en.v:aged.  Thirty-f  \'e  of  the  woundcxl  ;U  Shihdi 
die.!  within  t!ie  vtMr.  li'tiir  -.-nnf  i>r<.p(.i-tion  of  the  other  wounded 
died,  the  t.-tal  l.>s-  of  ilu;  I^iUy-iMf;  !t  frorn  trie  enemy's  bullets  would 
be  one  imndied  and.  sixty  two.  Ibit  few  regiments  in  the  whole 
Union  arin\-  lost  nK-i.-  mt-n  ^nat^  the  k^ifD,- Fifth  Illinois.  Its  record 
will  h5;-nisii  a  !)r"^ht  !»:*-.:<■  '■!  ;  ;vt<)>y  of  th'.  ii;>h!c  vlecds  of  our  coiintrvV 
delViider^.  dd.e  k'- ^  •  ki!' h  p.n  Ik  ipiilcd  in  :;  i  battles,  and  wa>  mtd-'r 
fire  12S  da\>.     It  niai<  iicd  ^:;,:mo  miles;  tiaveled  by  railroad  2,873,  and 
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sailed  5,S^o;  total,  i  1,96^  miles.  It  tiaveiMcl  ever)'  Southern  State 
e.\cej)t  Dtlaware,  Florida  and  Texas.  There  \\  as  scarcely  a  move  by 
the  Western  ariviv  in  wiiich  the  lla^-  of  the  Fifiv-T'ifth  \vns  not  seen, 
or  the  tnusic  or))salm  sin-j^in^j;-  was  not  heard.  The  Fifty-Fifth  made 
music  on  the  march  and  in  camp,  and  foii-ht  tlie  l->attles  of  its  country 
witliout  flinchiuL;'.  The  survivois  oftlie  re;;im.cnt  can  look  back  with 
pride  at  the  noble  record  the}-  made  in  defense  of  the  grandest  comitry 
Oil  the  face  of  the  earth,  assailed  by  as  despicable  an.  enemy  as  ever 
raised  rebellious  hands,  and  await  tlieir  just  reward. 

On  motion,  a  \')te  of  lliandvs  was  tendered  to  Comrade  F>ro\vn  for 
his  paper,  and  three  cheers  weie  ;_;i\-en  him  \vith  a  will. 

Notice  was  i;i\en  h\  the  Prc-ident  that  the  pnblic  schools  would  be 
closed  in  the  afternoon,  and  ibe  children  and  Ifachers  dismissed,  to  give 
them  an  o]^]-)i  )rtLunts'  to  attend  the  i-eiudon  exercises  in  the  aftern.C;on. 

The  President  proposed  thiee  clieer^  foj-  CanAon,  and  th>"  ho-pitality 
and  patriotism  of  her  citizens.      Tliey  were  hcartih'  given. 

Comrade  I...  1>.  Crooker  tlien  slated  rhat  he  liad  prepared  a  ]Dapcn-  on 
the  battle  of  Shiioh,  and  more  espec!aH\-  the  ]:»art  taken  by  the  55th  in 
that  batiic,  'tHd  uith  the  consent  of  the  comrades,  he  would  read  it. 
This  essay  we  regard  as  tlrj  most  valuable  eontribution  ever  made  to 
the  literattne  of  t'nis  gallant  regiment.  \\ q  say  this  withonl  disparage- 
ment to  any  otiier.  For  it  >liows  a  careful  study  of  all  sources  of  infor- 
mation, both  Um'on  and  Confederate;  a  keen  analv,->is  of  the  subject, 
and,  above  all,  sticcessfuliv  demoi]strates  wb.at  v/as  ne\'er  shown  l^efore 
— that  in  stul»l)orn  resistance  to  overly lielming  nunibers,  in  patient 
endmance,  and  in  the  nmnbei-  of  casualties,  wc^  other  regiment  siu'- 
passed  the  5Sth  on  tliat  blood.)    iield.      Tlie  ])aper  was  as  follows: 


A  SECTIOX  OF  A    BATTLE. 

Oi;sj-:u\'A'rioxs   iton    ihk   Coxorcr  or     iiir;    5V1  n    Ii.ijnois   T.\ 
FANrn^'   IN    [HK   FiKS)    Dan's    Da  utle    oi-    vShiloh. 

A    \n^si\'G    raxK    sui'ei.iKn. 

J3:v^  XjTJoc.A.i\r  33.  oi~iooi:^3i]iri. 


It  is  perfecth-  well  settled  how  the  battle  o{  Shiioh  came  t(^  be 
fought,      ddie  gratul  ■strategy  of  t!»al    cam}:)aign  is  no  historical   seci'ct. 

Tlie  iriaps  of  the  countiA-  made  it  plain  that  the  proper  place  to  at- 
tack the  rebel  line  in  the  we-.t  was  in  the  centre,  obviously  by  the 
navigable  channels  of  tlic  I'ennesset'  and  Cundjo-land  r:\'ers.  'Fo 
(jcu.  Madeck  V)elon_^>  the  credit  of  hrst  grasping  this  idea  -:it  lea^t, 
of  first  annoimcing  it.  It  i>  liardlv  to  be  imagined  that  so  sitnple  a 
■problem  e^eaped;  the  thoughts  oi'th.,'  gieat  tanbrvo  c  iplai us,  (j rant  and 
Sherman,  e;f  th.e  sanu-  de[;arinicr:t.  The  hist  etlort  in  pair-^iiancc  o( 
this  line  t)f  attack   hatl    i)een  extremelv  rich  in.  rcMdts,  embra.cing    the 


^i^l 
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occii|):ition  and  ca])(iirc  of  I'orts  Ilcnry,  Didialdson,  Nasliville,  Colum- 
bus, Bowling-  Circon,  with  intervening-  and  eonti;j;uous  territory. 

Tile  next  step  in  thi-.  sweej)  of  grand  strategy  culminated  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh.  In  tlie  new  line  assunitxl,  after  the  fall  o(  Donaldson, 
Corintlj  became  a  point  of  the  first  moment.  The  rebel  centre  being 
broken,  and  iis  wiiigs  without  c<jnnection,  concentration  at  that  point 
followed.  Tlie  natural  wav  to  reacli  tlii-  was  bv  continuiiig-  up  the 
Tennessee  river,  so  that  all  the  advantages  of  water  navigation,  safe 
coinn.Tunicatiop,   and  na\-al   protection  cC'uld   be  secured. 

Vitl>bu!-g  Landing  was  selected,  apparent!}-  without  much  coii^id- 
ation,  because  it  was  convenient;  because  the  gi'ound  was  high;  and 
again,  I'ccause  its  ridges  led  into  the  interior  and  fu.rni-.hed  g-ood  camp- 
ing grounds.  Its  selection,  fortunate  or  unfoj-tunate,  was  the  act  of 
Gen.  C.  F.  Smith,  then  in  command. 

W'hlle  Gen  (Jiant's  arm\-  was  lying  scattered  over  these  ridges, 
wailing  iov  the  arrival  of  Buel,  preparatory  to  an  advance  on  Corinth, 
the  rebel  leaders  cor^cliided  to  attack  that  portioi;  of  the  arm}-  already 
at  Pittsburg  Landing.  Thus  siuiple  were  tht.-  steps  which  led  to  this 
great  Ijattie. 

x\  word  here  may  not  be  out  of  place  as  to  the  character  of  the 
combat.  It  \-.'as,  beyond  controvers\-,  aniong  the  bloodiest  in  hi-tory. 
In  all  the  sanguinary  battles  of  our  late  war,  it  was  for  those  who 
staid  at' tlie  front,  one  of  the  most  terrific.  The  Count  of  Paris  in  his 
very  able  history  of  the  rebellion  quotes  Gen.  Slierman  as  saying  that 
it  was  "-tlie  most  terrible  tl'iat  he  had  witnessed  during  his  career,"" 

Badeau,  in  his 'T.^ife  of  Gen.  Grant,""  speaks  of  certain  porti<)ns  of 
this  battle  by  referring  to  tliem  as  embracing  seyeral  hours  of  as  des- 
perate fighting  as  ever  was  seen  on  tlds  contineiU.  He  again  reniarks 
that  "it  was  tlie  severest  fight  of  the  war  west  of  the  Alieglianies, 
and  in  proi^orlion  to  the  r.up.ibcrs  en-^a'^red  equalled  any  contest  dnr- 
ing  the   rebellion." 

He  quotes  Sherman  as  saying  th.nt  he  never  saw  such  terrible  figlit- 
iug  afterwai-ds,  niul  Grant  compared  Shiloli  only  to  the  "AVilderness.'" 
All  confeder;ite  writers,  and  tfiore  are  st;'ine  aide  oucn,  agree  in  g"i\  ing 
to  tliis  coiitcst  a  despera.te  ch.aracter  seldom  equalled.  An  examin- 
ation of  the  losses,  and  j^lacing  them  to  the  proper  credit,  fuli\'  l>ears 
out  this  statement.  M'he  weight  of  authority  shows  that,  e-\clu'>ive  of 
Lew.  W'ailacr's  dni-^ion,  (ien.  (J rant  had  at  tin:  I^anding  and  upon 
the  held  fi-om  :;2,ooo  to  -:^3,ooo  men  on  the  tirst  da\-.  bdiminali;  o\cv 
3,000  ca\-:di-y,  w!!o  lo;.t  in  killed  and  wound.ed,  only  2|  men,  and  vrho 
foi-  various  reasons  not  discrediitable  to  them  'svere  of  little  if  any  use; 
count  out  abo  runawa-s-  iegimenl>,  straggler>,  musicians,  can:!p  details, 
camp  sick,  wagoners,  etc.,  who  contiilnited  nothing  to  the  loss  of  this 
condict;  and  it  will  he  tonnd  tliat  not  over  j-pooo  men  did.  the  fighting 
and  suifeicd  the  lo-s  on  tlie  first  day.  This  number  lost,  in  killed  and 
wounded  aloiit ,  nerir'y  S,->oe).  Allowing  i,cxx)  for  the  loss  in  the  second 
day's  fight,  i*  wi!i  be  found  that  the  killed  and  \vounded  in  tiie  first 
day"'s  battle  alnio-.t  dou!)ies  ttlc  ratio  of  the  "butclier's  ImH"  at  Gettvs- 
buig.  Tii.'-e  s  ;ine  UiCn.  witii  little  tliouglU  that  tlie\  were  ma!;ing 
i\i<;oiy  at  sucis  a  r.Ue.  ~-.!l!e;t  d  in  one  da\-V  hattle  a  j^c!'  cent,  of  Ios>  in 
killed  and  vveMUided  almost  or  <paite  equal  to  that  of  our  arrny  during 
the  entire  Atlanta  cam[)aign. 
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It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  ^ive  any  j.^eiR"ral  history  of 
the  haltle  of  Shihjh.  That  lias  been  a  iVuiUuI  suhjcci  for  many  able 
pens.  Vox  obviou.b  reasons  it  has  bt-en,  and  l)icLs  fair  to  i)C,  a  tlicnie 
of  acrimonious  discussion.  Aside  from  tlie  cuntroversy  growing  out 
of  the  manner  of  the  commencement,  llic  ending,  and  the  results  of 
this  battle,  it  was  a  scries  of  detached  contlicts,  many  changes  and 
great  confusion,  all  diihcult  to  describe. 

It  is  the  distinct  purpose  of  this  paper  to  give  an  account  of  the 
operations  of  the  35^'"*  Jliinois  infantry,  as  connected  witli  the  liist 
day's  contest.  1  have  always  felt,  in  connuon  witli  my  fellow  sol- 
diers, that  justice  has  never  been  done  to  this  leginienl  for  what  it 
did  and  suffered  on  tliat   occasion. 

No  cfiort  will  be  used  to  make  this  a  chronicle  of  personal  anecdote 
or  adventine.  It  niight  in  that  case  be  more  graphic,  but  it  would 
be  o(   less  value  as  history. 

Tliere  will  be  no  cavil  against  tlie  slatement  tlint  tlie  55Lh  Jlhnois 
was  one  of  the  best  regiments  among  the  man)  good  ones  tliat  werit 
from  Illinois  to  participate  in  our  great  struggle.  It  gathered  from 
our  farnis,  shops,  offices  and  school  huuscs  ;ts  inu:  fibre  of  V)lood,  mus- 
cle and  brain  as  e\'er  was  laid  upon  the  altar  of  any  country.  It  is 
also  ti'ue,  be}'OP.d  controversy,  that  its  career  is  amoiig  the  l)loodiest. 
In  all  that  in  warlike  parlance  goes  to  make  '-glor}',''  it  reaped  a 
rich  harvest.  Its  blood  watered  the  soil  of  many  states.  This  much 
is  claimed  for  and  will  be  readily  conceded  to  the  55th  Illinois.  Yet 
its  literature  was  all  through  tfic  war,  ajul  is  now  of  the  slightest, 
both  in  quantitv  and  quality.  Its  fame  was  never  properly  recorded. 
It  h;Kl  no  one  to  blow  its  trumpet.  Somehow  it  never  got  its  name 
inscribed  upon  monuments.  No  newspa])er  correspontlent  wrote  up 
its  events  with  connmon  justice,  let  alone  the  rhetorical  exaggerations 
so  often  used. 

In  looking  back  through  the  years  that  have  intervened,  I  can  assign 
some,  at  least,  of  the  reasons  for  tljis  great  injustice.  It  was  a  regi- 
ment organized  in  Chicago  from  miin\'  fVagpj.ents.  fiom  different 
localities,  [i  did  not  represent  any  particular  location  or  nationalit}'. 
It  vv'as  not  the  pride  or  pet  <:»f  contigiious  tcnito'/y.  Its  mourners  were 
not  concentrated.  It  was  tlie  silent  tear  in  many  hamlets  that  i^iid 
tribute  to  its  dead.  Another,  and  perha]:)s  main  reason,  was  the 
character  of  its  first  field  oQicers.  These  officers  were  for  many 
I'easons  nut  wise  selections;  especially  so  with  reference  to  pei'petuat- 
ing  the  tanie  of,  and  cre.iting  a  literature  for  the  regiment.  Social 
can-e>.  before  the  war,  aiul  personal  hal)its,  temper,  and  temperament 
during  the  war,  sutiiciently  account  (ox  this  to  all  who  are  acquainted 
with  th.e  facts.  Since  tlie  parties  referred  to  are  now  dead  and  tlie 
fanu'  of  the  regiment  to  its  survivors  is  above  all  things  sacred,  elabor- 
ation of  details  on  this  topic  is  not  desirable. 

So,  from  till  se  causes,  and  others  I  do  not  choose  to  mention,  the 
history  of  the  55th  Illinois  remains  practically  imwritten.  Its  recotd 
is  preserved  for  the  most  p:i!t,  if  at  all,  ^vit^l!n  the  now  aging  memor- 
ies 01  its  su!\"i\tn'x,  Tiie  hi^lic-!  diitv  o(  this  and  otk.er  i'euni(^ns 
shc'Uid  i;e  to  rescue  tiom  oblivion  tiie  gloiinus  deeds  of  this  grand  old 
re<2:iment. 


i»liar&iilf<y.ii<irttii-ir^lfeiii^^^ 


..,J£^-. 


34 


Proceed! fip;s  of  the  Assoclafio?i 


1  hope  I  riKU'  l)c  ahle  to  state  aiul  to  prove  the  important  part  it 
performed  in  withstatuiin;:^  tlie  trernentloiis  sweep  of  the  confederate 
army  at  Pittsburg  Landiiii^.  This  is  especially  appropriate  since  its 
division  commander,  Genera!  Sherman,  ihst  left  it  off  two  milo,  de- 
tached from  his  division — left  it  duiin^-  the  battle,  w^ithout  artillery, 
vvithont  his  orders,  and  apparently  without  a  thought,  and  left  it  in 
liis  report,  with  a  meie   allusion  ne\er  aJter  corrected  or  elaboi-ated. 

To  properly  chaiactei  i/e  the  lelation  of  the  55th  Illinois  to  the  bat- 
tle of  Shiloh,  an  allusion  to  the  ph>-sical  features  of  the  fi(.dd  becomes 
necessary.  It  is  embraced  within  the  boidei's  of  Lick  creek  on  the 
south,  and  Snake  creek  on  the  north,  which  enter  the  Tennessee  rl\'er 
on  nearly  parallel  lines  about  four  miles  apart,  and  from  the  gener;d 
direction  of  southwest.  Inland  or  up  stream,  a  short  distance  from 
the  mouth  of  Snake  creek,  enters  into  it  from  the  side  of  the  battle- 
field Ovv  1  creek,  which  from  tha.t  point  becomes  the  limit  of  the  field 
upon  the  right  flank.  The  general  scope  of  the  battlefield  is  the  high 
plateau  between  these  creeks.  This  plateau,  c>r  ridge,  is  cut  up  l)y 
innumerable  ravines  an.d  small  cieeks,  at  times  drv,  tributnrv  to  the 
larger  creeks  or  the  river.  Those  emptving  into  Lick  creek  ajid  tlie 
river  below  the  mouth  of  that  creek  are  terribly  deep  and  rugged, 
but  quicldv  terminate  toward  their  upjrer  eu'J  and  blend  into  the 
general  level  of  tlie  center  of  the  battlefield. 

The  general  sweep  of  the  reliel  line  of  attack  was  down  this  j^lateau, 
with  a  line  of  battle  reacliing  from  Owl  creek  on  their  left  to  Lick 
creek  -on  their  right.  The  confederate  tactics  seem  to  have  been  to 
first  attack  and  break  the  center  at  and  to  the  letl  of  Shiloli  church, 
then  a  general  left  wheel,  somewhat  e/i  echelon^  turn  the  federal  left, 
drive  the  army  away  from  tlie  river,  and  capture  the  Landing  an.d  as 
much  of  the  army  as  possible.  It  was  in  pursuance  of  this  plan,  so 
successfully  begini  b\'  early  bi'eaking  through  Prentiss  and  She]"man, 
and  fully  set  forth  in  the  reports  of  Chalmers,  Jackson  and  Witfiers, 
that  the  rebel  right  encountered  the  stiiijborn  resistance  of  tb.e  z,z^\\\ 
Illinois  and  54th  Olno. 

It  may  be  worth  mentioning  tbiiit  the  first  confederate  scheme  was 
to  attack  and  turn  the  federal  left  by  crossing  Lick  creek  from  ILnn- 
burg.  This  plan  was  abandoned  upon  General  Chalmers  repoi't  of 
April  2nd  tliat  the  cro.ssings  of  Lick  creek  ^^•ere  not  j-^raci  icable,  except 
by  cavalry.  This  prevented  .Stuart's  b-riga.de  from  being  the  main 
and  fir^t  p^n'nt  ot  attack.  WTiat  in  tliat  case  the  result  would  have 
been,  belongs  to  the  don'nain  of  speculation.  'Paking  into  account 
what  the  ^^th  Illinois  and  =>  ph  Ohio  did  when  attacked,  no  law 
of  probabilities  is  vic/latetl  bv  stating  that  th<.v  woidd  have  <lone  much 
better  work  than  did  11  ildebrantPs  or  luickhnurs  biigades.  In  tlie 
light  of  expeiience  it  i>  a  curious  conimentarv  upon  the  <:;enerak^hip 
of  this  battle  to  state  that  niore  than  one  g(;od  roatl  was  let't  \vithout 
pickets,  and  unguarded  all  the  Vv'a\'  fiom    Corinth  to  Hamburg. 

The  rebel  foimation  tor  attack  was  in  three  lines.  The  front  was 
commau'lfd  by  C-lenerrd  llardee,  the  next  bv  CJer.eral  Bragg,  and  the 
third  \-^\  Geiieia!  P')lk,\\:t!i  re^ei'xcs  under  (General  1  hcckrnnld  .•  e. 
It  was  generally  rej)0!ted  and  belies  cd  among  us  aher  tlie  iia.ttle  that 
our  brigade  was  opposed  to  Getier.al  liardee\s  men.      Thi'^  was  not  so. 
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At  tiie  time  of  the  rebel  adviuice  for  attaek  it  was  found  that  Jiardce's 
line  was  not  lon^  eiiou*^h  to    fdl  in  the  .spaee    between  Lick   and   Owl  ! 

creeks,  and  as  this  space  began  to  widen  Witiieis'  division  of  Bragg's  .; 

corjxs  was  used  to  extend    the  rebel   right,  which   ultimately  came   in  \ 

contact  with  the  federal  extreme  left.  \^  ^  y'\^^c  :'l'  '^'  -^  ! 

I'hc  2nd  brigade  of  tlie  5th  (vShcrman's)   division  was  comp'^sed  of  ! 

the    yist   and    S4th   Ohio   and    ^s^h   Illinois.       It   was  commanded  bv  j 

Colonel  Ij.  Sluart,  of  the  55th  Jllinoisi  It  formed  the  extj-enie  left 
flank  of  the  federal  army,  being  to  the  left  and  somcv.'hat   in   the  rear  • 

of  General  Prentiss' line — especially  so  with  reference  to  the  direction  ' 

of  the  attack,  which  was  oblique  to  the  federal   line.  • 

The  arrangement  of  the  whole  federal  army  lias  been  pi^operlv  char-  ; 

acteri/ed   by  able  writers  as   "loose."     This    vvas  particularly  true    of  i 

Stuart's  brigade,  which  was  some  two  miles  to  the  left  of  the  balance  j 

of  the  5th  division  and  its  commander — the  6th,  or  Prentiss'  division, 
intervening.  There  was  a  wide  interval  between  Prentiss  and  Stuart, 
and  no  troops  between  tlie  latter  and  tiio  river,  somewhat  more  than 
half  a  mile  away.  As  expressed  by  (icneral  Sherman,  "It  was  the 
extreme;  left  guarding  the  ford  over  Lick  creek." 

It  seeUiS  to  have  been  so  placed  before  the  arrival  of  other  troops, 
and  wlien  General  Sherman  was  covering  the  whole  fi'ont.  W'hv, 
after  the  arrival  of  other  divisions,  they  were  not  extended  to  cover 
this  point,  and  Stuart's  brigade  changed  to  connect  with  its  division, 
belongs  to  the  grand  aggregation  of  ofhclal  stupidity  going  to  make 
the  strategy  and  tactics  of  this  campaign. 

As  one  writer  forcibly  expresses  it,  "this  brigade  was  doubly  let 
alone,  botli  bv  the  commander  of  the  army  and  its  division  command- 
er." Referring  to  the  general  location  of  the  army,  the  Count  of 
Palis,  afier  comnienting  upon  the  natural  strength  of  the  po.^ition,  says 
that  "the  federals  had  not  yet  learned  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
natural  advaritages  of  the  position."  Also,  that  tlie}'  wgvq  posted  at 
hazard,  and  not  disposed  so  as  to  enable  them  to  support  each  other, 
etc.  Speaking  of  Stuart's  brigade,  he  says  it  was  entirely  isolated 
upon  the  borders  ol  Liclc  creek. 

Notwitlistanding  General  Sherman  spe.aks  explicitly  of  the  purpose 
of  Stuart's  brigade  being  so  located,  it  was  not  inpoint  of  fact  situated 
to  defend  the  crossing  of  Lick  creek  at  all,  but  was  encamped  'upon  a 
tribtitary  to  that  stieam  and  UiOre  than  half  a  mile  away  from  the 
crossing.  l:>et\veen  lay  the  highest  riilgc  upon  the  Sliiloh  battlelield, 
with  a  frowning  bluO  overlooking  Stuart's  color  line,  and  rendering 
all  parts  of  such  camp  untenable.  Then,  to  defend  Liclc  creek"  cross- 
ing, this  brigride  must  move  more  than  halfamileto  the  left  and 
trout,  crossing  terril'le  ridges  and  ravine^,  and  thereby  leave  a  full 
mile  of  spare  between  its  right  and  the  left  of  Prentiss.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  supererogation  to  add  that  no  troops  at  the  front  had  sulFicient 
})revious  notice  to  go  anywhere  in  advance,  to  defend  anything.  Or- 
(iinary  human  tnean^  of  knowledge  were  not  used,  and  ins]">iration 
does  not  appear  t'>  h;;\-e  supervened. 

Tr*  dt'fend  tlie  loft  tla.nk  of  tlie  iirmv  :\nC\  ihe  ground  in  its  vicinity, 
it  \v  as  rtb-oiiitolx'  nece<-sar\' to  get  out  from  under  tb.e  grerit  'hlidls  over- 
looking Its  camps,  as  was  done  eventuallv. 
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The  camp  of  the  ^^th  llhnois  vva>,  just  nortli  of  a  tributary  w  liicli 
enters  Lick  creek  abuiit  one-half  mile  away.  It  was  bordering  upon 
the  road  running-  to  Pian.burg-,  and  abv)ui  one-fourth  of  a  mile  tVom 
where  such  road  cro-scs  the  small  cicek  referred  to,  Thc-e  facts 
have  been  seritled  h\  a  recent  personal  examination  of  tlie  (ground. 

Here,  if  at  all,  would  be  the  pro])er  place  to  discuss  whether  the 
federal  arnu'  wa^  sur|)ri-cd  at  Shiloh.  1  do  not  purpose  to  add  greatl}' 
to  the  \-oluminous  litcraiure  on  that  tcpic.  J  ha\e,  however,  a  decided 
opinion.  In  thi-  opinion  I  am  su>tained  by  an  over^^  hehiiing-  weiglit 
of  autliorilw  1  am  sustidiied  liy  the  definite  conclusion  and  capal-ie 
thought  of  thousands  wlio  were  present'and  now  survixe.  In  recently 
visitini];;  the  field,  with  near  two  hundred  of  those  sur\  i\ors,  1  did  not 
hear  one  dissenting  \  oice.  That  opinion,  brielly  stated,  is  that  all 
preliminaries  necessary  to  piepare  a  great  army  to  repel  the  attack 
of  another  were  v.-antlng;  tliat  there  \va  .  an  entire  lack  of  preparation, 
of  concerted  an.d  necessar^•  action,  which  betokened  absolute  ignorance 
of  the  presence  of  a  liostiie  annv;  tlvat  tlie  commanding"  olllcei's  aie 
entitled  to  no  credit  bevc>rid  good  conduct  on  the  lield  after  the  V)attle 
commencetl;  that  in  all  the  essentiaj.s  of  a  sLn']:)rise  it  was  a  success  for 
tlie  confederates,  I  deliberately  state,  that  since  war  became  ascie!;!ce, 
one  gre:it  army  never  approached  another  with  its  presence  so  en- 
tirely   unknown.  , 

It  was  emphatically  a  .soldiers'  fight,  well  put  in  the  expression  tliat 
the  rebels  out-generaled  us,  but  that  we  out-coloneled  them.  On 
tncse  points  the  authorities  are  too  numerous  to  quote,  and  a  geiieral 
reference  is  made  to  tlie  reports  ar\d  histories  covering  that  period. 

'Nothing  herein  is  intended  to  detract  from  the  great  fame  of  Gen- 
erals Grant  and  Sheiinan,  who  did  eiiough  afterward  to  meiit  tlie 
gratitude  of  humanitw  Their  rej.iutation  is  tO(^  well  established  to 
need  anv  fantastic  distoition  of  facts  about  this  battle. 

The  lattci-  calls  it  a  necessary  test  of  manliood.  Granted,  but  ^'ct 
it  is  a  g]e;)t  pity  tlvat  tlie  noitb.ern  troop.s  i\\(\  not  enter  Ujjon  this  '-test 
of  man hoe'cr''    witii    sutlicient    pre])araLion    to  destrov    the  rebel    arm\- 


and 


am    an   o\  crwliehiiing   \ictory.      Jt    is   a  pitv  that,  as  this   great 


historical  page  was  unfolding,  the  first  glim.mer  of  its  bloody  import 
should  tlirust  itself  upon  General  Sherman  only  at  S  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  battle.  Then,  as  he  says  in  his  ]-eport,  he  became 
convince^l  for  the  /Irsi  ti/<ic  lliat  the  eiien.i}-  tlesigned  a  determined  at- 
t;ick.  li  r:ot  admitted  to  be  true,  it  woudd  seem  like  a  I'omance  wh.en 
we  state  th;it  fully  20,')0'^>  confederates  rested  for  thirty-six  hours 
within  less  than  four  miles  of  (icneral  vSherman's  biead<[uarters.  The 
simple  truth  is,  that  at  t!;is  stage  of  the  war  generals  were  in  process 
of  education  as  well  as  j)ii\ates. 

Gladden's  brigade  of  W'itliers'  division  had  fii'st  Ix-en  taken  from 
Bragg's  line  and  used  to  extend  Hardee's  right,  as  the  widening  S])ace 
toward  Lick  creek  made  it  necessary,  {ack^on's  and  Chalmers'  bri- 
gades, of  the  satne  di\i^ion,  had  been  placed  en  ee/>eIon  to  the  right 
and  rear  of  (iladden.  In  this  formation,  the  attack  v>a,s  pu-b.ed  u'pon 
Prentiss,  lui'i  nnallv  boi'i  C'!\;iimers  ami  j.ickson  {)a.rticip.;Hcd,  though 
not  -<_Tioiisl\  ,  in  tiie  lire. d-Ling  of   that  generaps  line. 

Meanwhile,  the  legiments  of  Stuart's  brigade  had  al  the  first  alarm 
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forrned  upon  their  respective  color  lines.  Conoiiel  vStiiart  states,  in 
his  report,  that  at  7:30  a.  ni.  he  received  word  from  (General  Prentiss 
that  the  enemy  were  in  his  iVont  in  force,  and  that  in  a  short  time  he 
disco\-ered  the  Pelican  Hag-  advancing-  in  rear  of  Pientiss'  headquait- 
ers.  Then  he  des{)atched  his  adjutant  to  inform  General  Ilurlhmt 
that  Prentiss'  left  was  turned.  Stuart  also  states  that,  v»iLhin  15  min- 
utes, Ilurlburt  sent  one  regiment  (the  41st  Illinois,  as  he  remembers) 
ar;d  a  hattei\-,  which  took  position  immediately  Ijv  tin-  yi^t  Ohio  head- 
quarters. Me  expected  liindburt's  di\isifMi  would  he  up  quickly-  He 
further  states  that  suh-equently,  and  Ix'fore  any  attack  was  made  upon 
his  hriq:ade,  such  ret^nment  and  batteiv  htul  departed  Vvitiiout  firing;  a. 
gu!i.  I  do  not  find  in  the  rep-jrt  of  General  Hurlburt,  or  triat  of  any* 
of  his  subordinates,  01  of  the  41st  Illinois,  an\thino-  conflriiiing  this. 

It  is  true  tliat  General  Huilhurt  at  once  proniptlv  advanced  liis 
whole  division,  until  met  by  the  fugitives  of  Prentiss'  division.  lie 
w^as  at  least  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  55th 
Illinois.  While  his  division  was  well  fought  and  liaiidled,  as  the  very 
•able  report  of  its  commander  shows,  it  in  no  sense  supported  Stuart's 
brigade,  or  protected  its  Hank  from  any  direct  attack.  It  appears  also 
that  the  9th  and  12th  Illinois,  of  Wallace's  di\dsion,  were  sent  to  the 
left  and  front,  witli  a  view  to  sup[)orLing  Stuart.  Before  reaching 
any  such  position,  the\  were  met  l>y  the  debris  of  Prentiss'  broken 
line,  and  the  con t\.*de rates  following  them,  and  v/ere  involved  in  a 
blood V  conflict,  in  which  thev  did.  theij'  whole  dutv.  While  it  is  not 
clear  just  where  thev  fought,  it  is  certain  they  never  got  \\"ifhin  half 
a  mile  of  Stuart. 

The '  fivst  line  of  battle  formed  h\  this  brigade  was  with  its  right 
resting  opposite  the  left  of  the  camp  of  the  ^s'h  Illinois.  The  yist 
Ohio  was  upon  the  riglit,  with  th.e  3Sth  111.  the  center  and  the  54th 
Ohio  upon  the  left.  From  this  point  two  companies  each  of  the  55th 
and  ^4th  were  sent  as  skirmishers  across  the  creek  In  their  front. 

Several  changes  in  po-.ition  occuned,  not  all  of  which  are  remem-. 
bered,  and  wliich  had  no  signiHcance.  Great  unrcrtaint\'  prevailed  as 
to  the  precise  diiection  the  attack  would  come  from,  an.d  these  changes 
of  position  wo-e  doubtless  intended  to  establish  a  line  parallel  to  that 
of  the  expected  attac!;,  or  witli  a  viev\'  to  defensil)ilitv.  As  an  in.cid- 
ent  of  this  portion  of  the  battle,  il  may  be  mentionetl  that  the  skiim- 
ishers  of  the  SS''^  Illinois   tired  into  one  of  Chalmers'  regiments    as   it 
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that,  with  the  exception  of  two  conipanies,  it  took  \m)  further  part  in 
the  batile.  It  is  a  strange  coincidence  tl-at  the  7I^t  Ohio,  commanded 
b}'  th.it  globule  of  adir)nse  pomposity,  Col.  Rodnev  ]SIason,  was  upon 
the  same  portion  of  tlse  field  stamiH-dcd  in  the  same  way,  not  even 
one  comj:)any  remaining  to  paitici])ate  further  in  the  Ijattle. 

The  skirmisliers  were  unable  to  prevent  the  planting  of  a  hostile 
Ixittery  upon  the  liigh  blutl  across  the  sinall  creek.  This  wiis  Gage's 
battery,  highly  complimented  by  its  biigade  commander.  At  this 
time  the  {)osition  of  the  :^:;Lh  Illinois  ^vith  the  ^pll  Ofiio  upon  its  left, 
wa-  fi'on-!  No  to  160  i.;dsto  tlie  !eft,i-nd  N!i<;hil\  to  ih,  teai-  of  thecanq) 
ol  tlie  55th.  Illinois.  Hie  regiment  lui'l  ri(*t  a.s  vet  been  engaged 
seriously.      The  (iie  it  was  subjected   to  canie  from  the  battery  before 
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mentioned.  It  would  seem  that  Colonel  Stuart,  for  some  reason, 
here  expected  the  altaci;  to  come  from  the  south-east,  or  up  the  road 
fiom  the  crossing  of  tlse  creek.  A  change  of  front  thereupon  was  at- 
tempted,, during  which,  the  5^th  Illinois  broke  and  ran  in  tiie  most  in- 
extricable co!i  fusion. 

In  looking:  over  the  ground  since,  I  am  astonished  at  the  direction 
this  skedaddle  took.  It  was  nearly  to  the  riglit,  and  comparative!}- 
little  toward  the  rear.  Its  course  crossed  a  considerable  ravine,  and 
passed  over  about  loo  rods  of  ground,  when  the  regiment  halted,  as 
if  by  impulst,;,  a  promiscuous,  disorganized  mass  of  men.  It  was  then 
deliber:aely  formed  into  line  b)'  its  officers.  From  that  day  till  "Jon- 
nie  can"ie  marching  home,"  anything  like  a  panic  never  alfected  this 
regiment)  and  in  no  sense  inipaired  its  etricicncy  in  the  conflict  which 
followed. 

According  to  my  recollection,  it  was  about  this  time  the  71st  Ohio 
broke  for  the  rear  and  di?  appeared,  as  an  organization,  from  the  bat- 
tle. Strange  to  say,  a  recent  denial  of  this  appears  in  priiit.  I  pro- 
pose to  state  the  sim})le  fact,  k'nown  to  every  survi\or  of  the  55th 
T'.linoi:;,  that  that  regiment  disgracefully  ran  away,  led  by  many  of  its 
oHicej-s.  Although  this  is  tenderl}*  glossed  over  by  General  Sher- 
man, and  excuse  attempted  by  its  colonel,  time  has  not  dimmed  my 
recollection  as  to  it.  T  do  not  propose  that  the  lam-els  shall  be  taken 
from  the  graves  of  our  comrades  and  placed  at  the  feet  of  a  regiment 
that  run  away  and  left  them  to  their  fate.  It  will  be  hard  to  convince 
the  s.a-vivo]-s  of  the  glorious  old  55th,  ^vho  felt  and  lieard  the  whi>lle 
of  innumerable  re])el  bullets  down  the  ravine  from  the  right,  where 
the  *7ist  ought  to  have  been,  that  that  regiment  v\'as  doing  its  duty. 
jSIonths  after,  six  companies  of  the  same  regin:ient  were  disgraceful!}- 
surrendered  by  the  same  colonel,  at  Clarksville,  Tennessee,  for  which 
he  and  eleven  or  twelve  line  olficers  were  dismissed,  with  proper  con- 
tumely. It  is  needless  to  add  that  these  remarks  do  not  apply  to  the 
brave  I-t.  Colonel  Kyle,  who  lost  his  life  in  tr}'Ing  to  rally  his  regi- 
ment, lic-r  to  its  adjutant  and  the  seventeen  men  who  staid  and  fought 
with  tlio  55th.  A  word  of  praise  may  be  also  \vell  liestowed  upon  a 
beardless,  rosy-cheeked  bo}',  named  \).  F.  Innyartt,  who  fought  in  the 
ranks  of  Company  I  after  his  regiment  had  lied  to  the  landing. 

It  \vas  at  this  point  tliat  v/ord  was  sent  in  by  the  skii-misliers  that 
cavalry  were  approaching  from  the  direction  of  the  creek  crossing. 
Here  for  probably  the  Hist  as  well  as  the  last  time  during  the  rebel- 
lion, a  hollow  square  was  formed  in  actual  battle.  It  was  shoitl}'  re- 
duced, and  line  of  battle  deliberately  formed.  An  exan^iination  of 
the  reports,  recently  made  accessible  through  the  publications  of  coii- 
gress,  shovv's  this  to  h;i\e  been  caused  by  a  detachment  of  cavalr\' 
C(^mmanded  by  Captain  Clanton,  a.ntl  sent  in  that  direction  to  dis- 
cover tl  e  extent  of  the  Union  line  on  that  Hank.  During  the  contest 
whicli  f  >I!<.'Weil,  they  went  iar  to  oui'  left  and  rear,  but  tO(^k  no  gj-eat 
part  in  the  combat,  though  they  watered  their  horses  in  the  Tennes- 
see river. 

A-^  ti^jc  regiment  wa-^  fortried  \\\  line  of  batth",  after  leducin.g  tlie 
S([ua''c,  ju-t  to  it-;  r^-a.r  was  a  dee|),  rugged  ra\iiic- -nd  less  than  s<-' 
feet  dce|>  — the  southern  edge  of  which  became  the  line  of  battle  ^iur- 
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Ing  the  terrible  coniiict  v\  Inch  followed,  and  to  reach  which  only  a 
few  steps  were  necessary.  Refcrrin<:^  again  to  a  recent  visit,  I  find 
this  jjosition  to  be  ixoxw  50  or  60  roJs  to  tlie  rear,  and^i  little  east  of 
north,  from  tlie  camping  g]-oundofoiir  regiivitnt.  It  was  here  that 
th.e  SS^'^  Illinois  and  Vf  Ohio  made  snch  a  glorions  stand.  It  was 
here  that  the  two  reo-iments  fouglit  and  slrnggled  Avith  a  tenacitv  never 
excelled  on  tliat  battlefield.  It  was  here  that  for  more  th;in  two 
hours  the  rebel  right  was  held  in  bloody  conHict,  and  tlie  whole  Un- 
ion left  Hank  protected, 

I  assert  positively  that  not  a  foot  of  ground  was  yielded  from  the 
south  ^(S.<^^^  of  this  ravine  until  .after  2  o'clock  on  Sunday.  All  move- 
ments of  our  bi'igade,  up  to  this  point,  had  been  tactical,  either  in  an- 
ticipation of  an  attack  from  an  uricertain  direction,  or  in  search  of  a 
proper  position.  All  other  stands  or  conllicts,  sometimes  spoken  of, 
were  of  little  consequence.  At  this  time  the  regiment,  outside  of  its 
slvinviishers,  had  not  lost  ten  men.  Notliiiig  l»ut  its  camps  were 
yielded,  and  that  was  necessary,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground.  No 
defensible  position  fartlier  to  the  fiont  existed  then  or  now^  The 
bluffs  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek  made  all  paits  of  our  camp, 
or  an\  extension  of  that  line,  absolutely  indefensil.'le.  By  accident  or 
design,  the  position  we  assumed  was  emj)hatically  the  best  at  hand, 
and  had  our  flanks  been  protected,  we  could  h.ave  held  it  for  two 
whole  days. 

It  now  becomes  important  to  inquire  liovv'  many  men  the  regiment 
had  in  line  at  this,  the  supreme  moment  of  its  existence.  Win.  I:*res- 
ton  johnsron,  in  his  able  work,  showing  far  more  I'esearch  upon  this 
topic  than  any  northern  ow^^  gives  to  the  S5*-'^  Illinois  6^y  men  for 
duty,  /adjutant  ?>[ourse  says  650.  Both  are  substantiallv  correct,  ac- 
cording to  the  rolls  of  tlie  regiment.  This,  however,  is  not  tlie  correct 
nunilier  of  fighting  nien  gathei-ed  upon  the  ^'\\'^q  of  this  rugged  ravine. 
From  this  must  be  eliminated  all  stragglers  and  runaways- — unfor- 
tunately quitQ  numerous;  all  musicians;  all  heretofore  killed  or 
wounded;  camp  details;  v/agoners,  etc.  Capt.  ].  T.  IVlcAuley,  tlien 
Sergt.  Major,  and  who  made  a  nioning  re]}ort  tliat  day,  sa3S,  the  re- 
giment had  in  line  just  512  men.  That  number  was  a.t  tlie  time 
soniehow  impressed  upon  my  mind,  and  has  n.ot  been  eflaced  hy  the 
events  of  more  than  twenty  years.  While  I  catniot  trace  the  source 
ot  w.x  knov/ledge  the  tact  remains  clear.  It  is  theiefore  safe  to  as- 
sert. th:it  at  tlii^  juncture  but  few  more  tlian  ^00  of  the  5Sth  Illinois 
stood  ready  witii  tkishing  e^'es  and  beating  hearts  to  engage  in  ihe 
impending  contest  witii  overwhelming   numbers. 

Colonel  Stuart  iterates  and  reiterates  in  his  report  that  he  had 
hei-e  but  Soo  men  of  his  brigade  present.  These  v/ere  the  tnen,  barring 
tb.e  few  already  injured,  wluj  shed  the  l)iood  and  ai'e  entitled  to  the 
glory  of  thi'.  isolated  conthet.  These  are  the  few  men  gathered  from 
hajjpy  homes  in  Illinois  who,  wltliout  experience-  or  experienced  ofii- 
cers,  without  t!ie  guiding  stai*  of  a  brigadier  or  major  gc-neral,  without 
a  single  piece  of  artillei-}' ;  whiO,  witli  ordy  stern  patiiotism  and  forty 
rounds,  met  the  great  wave  of  secession,  and  fi^r  liou's  witlistood  it 
upon  thi^.  hislorie  ravine.  Wheji  they  left  it,  onediaif  their  iu!ml;er 
were  dead  or  blec-ding  upon  its  lugiaxl    hor^^ler. 
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It  licre  becomes  necessary,  to  a  proper  ap})ieciation  of  this  section 
of  the  battle,  that  we  ascertain  what  portion  of  tljc  eonfecU-rale  army 
was  opposed  to  the  Soo  of  wStuart's  brigade  gathered  at  tljis  point. 
ICvery  history  concedes,  that  all  of  C'hahnc]  s'  brigade  gia|)])]ed  witli 
us.  It  consisted  of  the  5lh,  ytii,  9tli  and  lotli  Mississippi,  the  5-?ntl 
Tennessee,  and  Gage'^  battery  -in  all  2,039  i^'^-^^-  ^^  i''<^'>'^'  ^ipj^t-'ars 
that  Jackson's  bi'igade  was  also  engaged  against  Stuart's  two  regi- 
nients.  This  brigade  embraced  the  17th,  iSth  and  19th  Alabania,2nd 
Texas,  and  Girath's  battery — in  all,  2,208  nien.  If  tliis  be  true,  then 
these  two  regimeuts  of  Stuart's,  without  support  or  artillery,  witii- 
slood  for  more  than,  two  hours,  upon  the  borders  of  this  ravine,  tlie 
assaults  of  4,247  men  and  two  batteries,  less  the  trifling  loss  they  had 
alread}'  incurred  in  the  assault  upon  Prentiss. 

Up  to  a  recent  date  all  writers  on  the  battle  of  wShiloh,  following  the 
hiatus  in  Sherinan's  rej)ortjmade  l>ut  litile  mention  of  Stuart's  brigade, 
speaking  of  it  in  general  terms  as  opposed  to  Chalmers'  brigade.  I'he 
isolated  character  of  ilie  contest  on  this  portion  of  the  iield — a  pari  of 
a  great  battle  made  up  of  detached  cc>iitcsts — aflbids  some  excu-e  for 
this  cursory  but  ur,ji;^i  method  of  treatnien.t.  Jn  vie\,v  of  recent  con- 
gressional and  other  publications,  it  now  becomes  plain  that  in  ad'li  • 
tion  to  Chalmers'  brigade,  Jackson's  V>rigade  was  engaged  in  the  at- 
tack' upon  Stuart. 

Probably  the  most  elaborate  and  consplete  history  of  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  yet  written  is  f -nnd  in  Colonel  Roman's  ''Life  of  General 
Beauregard,''  u])on  wliose  stalT  he  served,  and  from  whose  pages  I 
quote  in  pi'oof  of  the  above.  On  page  289,  Vol.  I.,  he  savs  that^'Gcn- 
era'.  john.ston  on  tlic  right  led  Chalmers'  and  ]ackson's  brigades  back 
across  the  ravine,  tlu-ee-cpiartcrs  of  ;i  udle  to  the  rigfit,  until  the  right 
of  Chalmers  rested  on  Lick  cieek  l)otlom,  Jackson  forming  on  Ids 
left,  where  thev  were  li:d.ted  about  lialf  an  hour  until  tlie  position  of 
.SV/zcrr/'^^brigade  c<>uld  l)e  aseertained."  Upon  page  292,  same  volume, 
it  is  stated  that  it  wa-;  scarcely  10  o'clock  when  Stuart's  skirmish  line 
was  reached,  Jackson  opeiiing  the  conlbci  under  General  JohnstoiTs 
personal  order.  Speaking  of  the  pvincipal  conflict  along  tfie  rapine, 
he  describes  t!ie  ground  \(iry  accurakdy,  and  says  Siuart'had  at  that 
time  but  Soo  men,  and  iiutt  he  niaintalncd  a  creditable  resistance 
against  greatly  sunirior  p.umbers.  \\<^  adds  in  a  note  that  Stuart  was 
without  artillery,  aiul  a-^  to  iiifantry  wa.s  gieatly  outnu-ml'eied.  Ori 
the  fdlowing  {"lage.  m  >})e;d-.ip,g  of  tb.e  position  of  confederate  trooj.^s 
at  that  time,  liie  auloor  ^av-.  liuU  on  the  extreme  right,  three-tpiarters 
of  a  mile  from  otiiei  Iror.ps,  Ch;diner<'  and  |ack<-on's  brigades  C'f 
Wither^' division  were  carr^dng  oii  the  attack  against  Stuart.  Upon 
page  20:^,  in  >peaising  of  a  liter  pli:i-e  of  tlie  battle,  he  savs  that  tlic-e 
two  Ijrigades  had  been  ■j.ri'du.di y  forcing  back  Stuart's  two  regiments, 
sweeping  with  ti.fir  ;  i;:;b{  ilie  I'vnnessee  bottom,  until  about  3  o'clock 
Chalmers'  brlga<le  w.^s  ^tiuck  by  tiie  shells  of  the  gunboat  Tyler. 
This  not  only  su-iain-  tlse  a--euiun  tli.it  Stuart's  two  regiment^  f(Higlit 
two  whole  lu-ig.tde-^.  I''itt  -'(-.wv  that  su^.h  c^nUesl  ^vas  kept  up  till 
slu.rtU'  betore  tliit-e  ""c.o.  ;.,  .iH  \\'\\  \.c  f  m  i  h'j-  eoni  ment  ed  Uj.on  heie- 
affer. 

An  examiuati-'U   ot'  the   rvj)'.!t>of    NN'ithrrs.  Chalmers,  Jackson,  arid 
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subordinates,  sliows  conclusivt'lv  ihat  these  two  hrii^adcs  acted  togctlier 
and  were  engaged  ap^ainst  Stuart's  two  reo^iuiefils. 

yMI  of  tliese  repeats  ai^ree  tliat,  after  J^reut'f-s'  left  wtis  drixeu  back, 
tlie  tu'O  brigade'-,  in  c^ue^tioii  were-  together  taken  from  tiii'ee-fourths  of 
a  mile  to  (,\v^  mile  to  their  ri^ht  v.wd  our  lct\.  The  slightest  knowledge 
of  the  incidents  of  the  battle  shows  that  no  troops  were  there  for  them 
to  attack,  other  tlian  Stuart's  )~)rigade.  If  Jackson  wa,s  not  so  engaged, 
his  action  is  totalU'  unaccounted  for.  Neither  of  these  brigade  com- 
manders or  th(Mr  su!)orJ.i!iates  sjXMk  of  artillery  being  opposed  to  tficm 
in  this  portion  of  tlie  liattlc.  Tliis  is  the  strongest  of  negative  testi- 
n"ion\-,  l)ecau>e  v^tuart  had  no  artdlery  froni  first  to  brst — a  fact  hardly 
existing  as  to  an\-  other  brigatle.  General  Jackson,  commaiiding  one 
brigade,  savs  that  after  the  contest  with  Prentiss,  and  after  the  removal 
of  perhaps  lialf  a  mile  to  the  right,  he  took  position  on  the  left  of  General 
Chalmers,  a  camp  of  the  eneni\-,  just  opposite  his  centre.  Prentiss' 
cam[)-,  luul  bcf  .'it.  that  tinie  ])een  captured,  and  that  this  camp  opposite 
his  centre  was  to  the  rebel  righ.t  half  a  mile.  No  camps  other  than 
Stuart's  were  ever  there.  Colonel  Wlieeler,  commanding  the  19th 
Ala])ama,  of  Jackson's  brigade,  says  that  after  losing  a  fe\s'  men  in  tlie 
attack  upon  the  left  of  Prentiss,  they  were  niarched  about  a  mile  to 
tlie  right,  where  they  were  engaged  the  remainder  of  the  day;  that 
General  Sidney  Johnston  orderctl  the  regiment  ^vith  hisown  lips  to 
charge  the  camj:>  (,)f  the  59th  Illinois.  Now,  the  c;qth  Illinois  was  not 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  at  all.  Tlie  camp  of  no  Illinois  regi- 
ment, other  than  the  ^5th,  was  v.'ithin  a  mile  of  tfiat  place.  This  was 
a  mile  or  so  to  the  left  of  Pienti^s.^  and  where  th(>re  w'ere  no  camps  of 
any  regiments  other  than  Stuart's  brigade.  Ilvnce  the  conclusion  is 
iri-esi^tiljle  that  the  camp  he  calls  the  59th  Illinois  was  that  of  the  ^^th 
Illinois.  lie  might  easih-  mistake  tb.e  number  uf  the  regiment,  01  ar.y 
misprint  n:iight  account  for  it,  but  that  the  name  of  the  State  from 
which  it  came  is  misstated,  is  nut  reasonable.  The  camp  of  no  regi- 
ment, other  than  those  of  Stuart's,  or  tho.se  already  captured,  could 
have  been -reached  ncai-er  tlian  one  mile  to  thicir  left  and  froiit.  Asa 
fui"ther  p-\.of  that  ihe-e  two  brigades  were  acting  in  unison,  I  cite 
Colonel  Mooie,  of  the  2d  Texas,  Jackson's  briga<le,  who  states  that 
they  were  nio\  fd  to  the  righ.t  and  took  ];)osition  in  the  fi'ont  line  of 
battle  on  tlie  Itft  of  Clialmeis'  brigade.  Furtlicr  on  lie  s})eaks  of  the 
space  l)etween  Jackson's  right  and  Chalmt-rs'  left  as  l>eing  oidv  sutii- 
cient  fcjr  thiee  companies,  which  jic  fdled,  ar.d  of  advancing  to  the  aid 
of  th.e  Mi->i->'-.ippi:.;)s.  E\cry  repoil  will  show  that  these  two  lirigades 
C()-i;pcratcd,  and  v.'ere  comiected  together  in  this  portion  of  the  conflict. 
In  fuithei-  support  of  my  asscrtlv>n,  I  appeal  tt>  the  ktiowlcdge  of  every 
mati  ()[  the  ^^th  Illinois  \vho  vs'as  present,  and  wlio  escaped,  for  proc-f 
of  tiu'  fact  that  more  than  one  b'attery  was  engaged  a.gainsi  n.s.  i'iu'ir 
own  observation  ^vill  show  that  the  Confederate  line  was  too  exten'-i\e 
to  l.ie  Composed  of  oidy  one  brigade.  Chalmers  had  but  one  battery, 
the  other  iviust  base  belonged  to  Jackson's  conniiand. 

1  now  restate  tl:e  pi-opositiou  that  Stuart's  tvro  remaining  regiments, 
without  anillcrw  engaged  tlie  whe>le  ^A  Chalmers'  anri  JacKsDn's  bri- 
ga(.les,  co!i-:-!ing  of  nine  t'ull  rej.o'ment^  and  two  'oatierie-,  or  .p.'  jy  men, 
exciusi\  e  ot'  Clanton's  cavalry,  a.n<l  as-ert  that  such  proposition  is  proved. 


•  42 


P rocecJings  cj  the  Association 


Mo.st  northern  luxouuis  cit  licr  tail  lo  ^tatc  liow  lonij;  thi^  (A  erwhclrii- 
ing  force  was  hekl  in  check  ii{>(>n  t!n>  raxlnc,  oi"  intimate  that  Stuart's 
bri;;-ade  feU  bade  ahoui  nonti.  E\cn  W'nn  I' restt)n  Johnson,  ni  mo>t 
j^artlcuhirs  so  :icc-niate,  In'  his  text  infers,  and  1'}'  his  niaj)  sh(nvs,  vStuai-tV 
bri<^'-ade  much  further  to  the  lear  a.t  iuxmk  Tlu-  ]M)sition  shovvn  in  the 
map'  was  7ievcr  occupied  by  tliis  l>)-i;:^a(le.  On  the  contrar\-,  net  one 
foot  of  ground  was  vickletl  from  tliis  position,  ju.st  in  rear  of  llic 
Hamburg  road  and  close  by  tlieir  camps,  until  between  2  and  3  o'clock 
p.  M.  This  was  more  tlian  six  h>ul^.^  after  Prentiss'  di\  Ision  and  tlie 
thi'ee  brigades  \\Ith  General  Sherman  were  i-epeatedly  (hi\en  from 
their  positions,  and  were  far  to  tlu-  rear  of  their  first  line. 

Using  every  meaais  of  knowledge  within  m\'  [>ower — my  C)wn  recol- 
lection, aided  by  th.it  of  cn'civ  one  present  willi  ^^  horn  1  have  come 
in  contact,  and  inferences  drawri  tVoin  various  reporis,  I  conclude  that 
the  real  and  snpreme  conlhct  upon  the  edge  of  the  ra\  ine,  so  frecjuently 
alluded  to,  comriienced  al^oiit  or  a,  littk-  befoie  noori.  Its  dcadl\'  cluu- 
acter  was  seldom  equalled  during  the  late  vvar,  and  iiever  again  experi- 
enced by  the  55tli  Illinois.  No  one  will  deny  l)ut  t'nnt  that  regiment 
did  its  duty  eyer\' where.  That  its  aggregate  kisses  duririg  the  war,  in 
proportion  to  it'-  ruimbcrs,  vrere  aiiiong  tlie  kirgest.  Yet  upon  this  one 
spot,  inside  c>f  three  hours  time,  it  lost  al.K^ut  one-half  its  toted  casual ities 
for  the  war. 

When  we  take  into  account  thctt  this  conllict  \yas  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  Confederate  plan  of  turning  the  Union  left;  when  we  con- 
sider that  no  otlier  boily  of  troops,  git-at  or  small,  was  bet\yeen  this 
point  and  the  most  direct  route  to  the  landing;  wlien  (ieteat  of  Stuart 
turned  tlie  whole  Federal  k:ft:  \\  f.en  the  evid.eni  fact  is  stated  tliat  no 
other  })ortion  of  tlie  I'edei'a)  left  \vas  n.eai'er  tluni  three-fourths  of  a 
m'le,  or  what  is  more  prohahle,  a  full  mile,  of  the  ri\er,  the  great 
importance  of  Stuart's  stout  resistcmce  I'ccomes  aj)p:nx'nt. 

In  proof  of  the  assertion  that  the  S^th  lllim^is  did  not  vield  tlie  poin.t 
in  question  until  between  2  and  3  o'clock,  I  cite  the  report  of  Colouel 
Stuart,  which  rccc-i\ed  no  criticism  or  modihcatiou  at  the  hands  of  Uei^- 
eral  Siicrmam  Sucli  ivpt^rt  stales  explicitly  that  the  condict  kistid  act 
this  position  niiward  of  two  hours.  General  Iluilhurt  states  in  his 
report  th.at,  at  al>;-)Ut  3  (»'cl(~>ck.  Colonel  vStuart  sent  him  \yord  tliat  he 
was  driven  in.  .'"v  luilf  hour  would  be  ample,  and  almost  an  unreason- 
able time  to  use  in  sending  such  v\t)rd  to  1  lurlburl,  es})ecially  when  his 
retreat  was  in  tlie  same  dij-ection. 

Various  Confedeiate  re})orts  state  that  at  the  close  of  this  conllict 
tbiCy  were  gieath/  <-\liausted  and  out  o!  annnunilion.  It  is  knov\  1*  t(^ 
everv  survi\'or  »if  the  'jS'h  tliat  olw  anununition  was  all  expendicd  at 
the  time  of  leaving  the  ravine,  and  the  cartridges  of  the  dea.d  ;md 
woutided  were  u^cd.  Th.is  fact  is  al~>o  statfvl  in  Colonel  Stuart's  repoit. 
Certainly,  two  hours  oi-  more  were  neeckd  to  eNj)end  this  much  ''  \11- 
la.inous  saltpetre."  General  Chalmers,  spcakdng  of  this  portion  of  th,e 
couilict,  and  alluding  to  the  retreat  of  our  men,  sa\s;  '•  Ai)out  this  time 
the  gunb(nit>  fi'om  the  ri\er  lugan  to  throw  their  shells  among  us." 

1>V  the  iepi»rt  of  Lieut.  ( J  \\  in,  e'>nnnanding  ilir  gunlx.iat  Tyler,  it 
a;^}'e;irs  that  the  fust  :-h')t  w.;s  tired  ar  ten  minutes  before  3  o'einek. 
Col.  Wheeler,  of  tiic    h^tli    Alalnima,  already   cited,  in  si)eaking  •>f   the 


—  V<*tfc>*4.fc*»,^> 


Of  the  S 5th   III.    Vc'L    J^o/.   Infantry. 


43 


cli^!o(lgmcnt  of  Stuart's  men,  says  k  was  about  3  o'clock  p.  m.  After 
Ilurlhurt  rcccKcd  word  from  vStuarl,  at  3  p.  m.,  he  began  to  draw 
back,  which  movtnicut  cxjxxscd  Picntiss  atid  Wanacc,.aMd  \vas  fol- 
lowed ]»v  the  surrend'.-r  of  al>out  2,200  men,  including  Prentiss.  1'he 
latter  savs  in  hi^  report,  his  suirender  occurred  at  5.30  v.  m.  That 
grand  old  fighter,  Col.  W.  T.  Shaw,  of  the  i.jtli  Jowa,  wluj  was  cap- 
tured on  this  }.M)ri!on  of  the  field,  says  that  he  suirendered  at  a  quarter 
before  six  o'ch^dv.  Notwithstanding  thiat  the  llandjoj-ant  asseitions  o( 
C^cneral  McClei-nad  gave  cohu  to  (lit-  idea  tliat  General  Prentiss  surren- 
dered much  earlier  in  tlie  da\-,  it  is  now  settled  bes'ond  contro^ersy 
that  sucii  event  oecmred  about  the  time  mentioned.  Ail  Confederate 
reports  agree  with  this. 

The  ti'oops  engaged  against  Stuart  })ariicipatcd  and  ])artly  br(night 
about  this  surrender  which,  as  before  stated,  occurred  between  5  and  6 
o'clock  V.  M.  The  distance  from  ^vhere  they  fought  the  55th  Illinois 
to  tti  '  pt^int  of  surrender,  \vas  just  about  one  mile  to  the  right  and  rear. 
Certainly  not  ]nore  than  two  :u"id  a  half  hours  weie  consumed  in  making 
tluit  distance,  when  practica!!}  imoppo^cd.  Tiie  reports  of  Withers 
and  subordinates  all  concur  in  tlie  gci:eral  idea  tiiat  the  next  operation 
thev  engaged  in  was  the  capture  of  Prentiss  and  tliat  no  gi  eat  tJnu" 
elapsed  afrer  Stuait  was  driven  tVom  his  position. 

XV'ithanit  (ksigning  to  make  this  a  skettdi  of  personal  adsentnre,  I 
will  state  my  own  judgment  <n\  this  point,  and  my  reasons  therefor.  I 
was  the  first  time  wounded  upon  the  opposite  or  north  side  of  the 
rjivine,  just  as  the  retreat  of  the  ^^th  Illinois  had  commenced.  The 
line  of  their  retreat  obliqued  considerably  to  v/fiat  had  been  our  right 
or  inland  from  the  ri\  er,  while  T,  more  Irom  accident  than  design,  pur- 
sued a  course  through  the  ravine  toward  the  Lniding,  and  struck  the 
river  at  tlie  place  where  the  gimboa.ts  first  conimenced  ih'ing. 

vSomew  hat  contrarv  to  the  generally  recei\'ed  opinion,  this  was  fully 
tfircf-tpiarteis  of  a  mile  up  stream  fro)ii  the  landing,  and  not  at  the 
mouth  of  the  large  I'avine  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  in  that  direction. 
To  leach  this  point  tlie  distance  traveled  was  jusi  al>out  three-quarters 
of  a  mile.  This  agrees  with  Colonel  Th.onis''  map,  and  has  been  veia- 
fied  b\-  recent  inspection.  I  \\?A  not  been  lying  on  the  i>ank  of  the 
y'wiix  live  minutes  when  the  first  shot  \\  as  tiredi  tVoni  the  gunl.'oat,  and 
1  heard  the  order  gi\en  for  tha.t  purpose.  Making  all  allowance  for 
my  disabled  contlition  and  sulr-eipiont  wounds,  and  also  considering  tlie 
help  I  obtained, J  could  not  ha\'e  been  more  \\\i\\\  lialf  an  iiour  in  leaeli- 
ing  that  point.      I  took  considerable  interest  in  gettin.g  away. 

The  lime  \\  lien  the  fi;-t  shot  was  liied  trom  tlie  guidH.)at>,  as  before 
stated,  is  definitely  settled  as  occurring  ten  mimites  hefore  3  o'clock. 
In  faci,  it  was  tlie  falling  hack  of  Stuart  that  made  it  safb  for  the  gim- 
boats  to  open,  and  placed  Ch;i!mers'  command  within  reach  of  its 
shells.  All  tliis  fiu"ni>hes  conclusive  proof  of  Vvdiat  is  known  person- 
ally to  ever\-  one  (*f  .Stuart's  brigade  present  and  now  living,  \i/.:  that 
the  line  just  at  the  rear  e>f  llu-ir  camp,  and  along  this  ra\ine,  was  not 
abandoned  until  af'ter  2  o'clock. 

1  ha\e  thus  tried,  in  tlu-  light  of  rcpoits  lateb."  made  public,  and  in 
im!-f.;<n  with  tlu-  !cno\vl-d>:;i-  (.f  ail  s:)rvi\-Ov>,  confirmed  \^\  recent  per- 
sona! exandnati- 'U,  to  tlo  justice  te>  the  vS-h    Illinois  as   to  facts  not  gen- 
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erallv  a])pcarin;^'-  in  tlic  literature  of  this  ^Teat  battle.  To  do  all  this, 
that  re;^iinent  sufll-recl  n  terrible  bapti.-m  of  lu-e.  Its  1(jss  cxeecikd 
tliat  of  any  other  ie_L';i''nent  en-a-rcl  in  tiie  1  Kittle  of  Shiloh,  exeepl  tlie 
c)tli  Illinois.  The  be^t  anthorit\'  on  this  point  is  undoiibtecjly  tlie  t;t!3le 
given  in  the  tenth  eohanic  of  the  Rc-lr.-llion  Records,  as  published  by 
ConsM'ess.  It  is  ma<l(:  up  from  :i  f"nll  ex.nnination  of  dU  a\ailable  doe- 
iimciits.  It  diflers  in  i^ivin^'  a  \er\-  few  more  killed  and  wounded  than 
the  report  of  Genera!  Sherman,  datcdi  April  9.  The  latter,  witiiin. 
fo]-tv-eight  hours  after  the  ])attle,  and  half  that  time  ha\'ing-  been  occu- 
pied' by  an  advance  towards  Monterc\ ,  could  not  have  i^atliered  mate- 
rial for  a  rej)ort  of  absolute  eorreclni-ss/  Tlie  table  referred  to  gives 
the  loss  of  the  55th  Illinois  as  ^i  kiiletl  and  197  wounded,  being  a  l(.>tal 
of  248,  exclusive  of  niissing. 

For  performing  the  deeds  and  sulTeriiig,  th.e  loss  herein  described,  tliis 
brigade  gets  this,  'mv\  only  this,  l>cggail\'  mention  in  the  rejDort  of  its 
division  comniander:  ''isly  second  brigaJ.e,  Colonel  Stuart,  was  detached 
near  two  miles  from  wv-j  headquarter-^.  He  had  to  fight  his  own  battle 
on  Sunday,  as  the  ereniv  interposed  between  Inm  ^wmX  Gener:il  I''re!itis> 
early  in  the  da\/'  Then  follows  a  rneiitio!;  of  Colonels  vStiuirt  nnd  Smitli, 
and  the  statement  that  he  has  not  yet  recei\'ed  the  report  of  Colonel 
Stuart,  and  therefore  forbears  to  menti(jn  names.  All  his  elaborate 
remarks  are  devoted  to  the  other  lirlgad.es  and  regiments  of  his  di\  ision, 
and  not  eveii  the  name  of  the  glori.')us  old  55th.  So  tar  as  he  is  con- 
cerned, it  had  no  existence,  except  that  it  is  named  in  the  tal)le  of  kilk\l 
and  wounded.  Had  it  n()t  in  f:ict  existed,  I  opine  the  ^lis1or^-  of  the 
battle  of  Shiloh  \s'(iuld  have  Ivjen  diilerent,  and  the  galaxy  of  stars  pos- 
sibly less, 

1\\  order  to  estimate  the  full  measure  ot  glory  due  to  this  )-egiment, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  compare  the  price  of  blood  which  it  paid,  v.  ith 
others  who  paid  less  1)ut  gathered  niore. 

Sherman's  di\'ision  consisted  of  twelve  regiments  of  infantry,  f<;ui- 
batteries  and.  two  battalions  k,{  ca\alr\-,  \<ii  tlie  ^^^tli  Illinois  lost  al'out 
one-.^jxtli  of  t!)e  killed  an.d  wounded  of  that  division.  'J'he  ^^th  llli'e.is 
lost  more  th.:ni  live-eigiiths  of  the  kiUed,  and  more  than  one-kiiilf  tlie 
wounded  of  its  own  brigade.  The  -■;^tli  ]rnn(fis  lost  ti\e-sixths  as  many 
killed  arid  nearly  as  man\-  wounded  ns  the  wliole  of  J  lildebi  and's  bri- 
gade, if  we  eliminate  iV<jna  tlie  lo-s  of  that  brigade  the  loss  of  trie  y^th 
Ohio  on  April  8th,  which  is  included  in  Slierman's  rep(^rt  as  lossc-s  at 
Shiloh,  then  the  -^th  Uliiiois  lost  more  than  that  vyfiole  brigade.  vSu.ch 
loss,  on  tlie  Sth  of  A')ril  referred  to,  v/as  in  a  reconnoisan.ce,  wherein 
the  77th  Ohio  inad\  ci  tantiN-  got  in  the  wa^■  of  and  was  ran  <ner  1)\' 
Forrest's  caNalry- — an  awful  warning  to  infantry  regiments  to  keep  out 
of  the  way  of  cavalr\-. 

Tlie  5^th  Illinois  lost  two-fiftlis  more  killed  and  al^out  as  naanv 
wounded  as  Inickland'^  brigaak'  of  the  same  division.  The--e  la-t  two 
brigades  formed  to  the  riglu  and  left  of  Shih)h  church,  at  the  \erv  ke\- 
point  of  the  })'.)sit:ion,  and  \\  ere  under  tiie  personal  obser\  ation  a.nd 
command  of  General  Sl-erman.  and  at  hi-  hands  get  pages  y^[  prai-e, 
apology  oi'  mild  cen^aI!e,  >do-t  ot  th.ese  n^-iments  lo-l  fewer  kid-'d 
than  some  cc^mjjamies  of  ilie  ^^tii,  a:id  few  of"  ihem  nian\-  moie,  except 
llie  yytii  Ohio.     The  55th  Illinois  b)st   about  one-thirtieth  of    the  total 
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killed  and  wounded  of  GraiU's  entire  army,  en;_^a<_;ed  botti  days,  which 
arniv  consisted  of  o\"er  scvtntv  re;>iinents  of  infantr^■,  more  than  twenty 
haltcrlr;.  and  sevei-al  tluuivnud  ea\alr\-,  I'rentisv'  di-.i^ion  compri-i-d 
tcii  l.tri^e  reiiinn-nts  of  infant  r\',  tNxo  halleries  and  ei;^ht  companies  of 
cavah\';  vet  the  5^1  h  Illinois  lost  about  one-fourth  as  many  killed  and 
wounded  as  this  whole  dixision,  w  hich  occuj^icd  a  Y>'-">>ition  of  especial 
import;  nice. 

Lew  Wallace  brought  upon  tlie  field,  the  second  day  of  the  battle, 
about  6,soo  men,  wdio  ^o  '■  t!ii;nderin;j;  down  the  a^j^es  ''  in  gorsceous 
rhetoric;  \  et  the  ^y\\  Illinois  lo.-^t  25  ])er  cent,  more  killed  and  only  20 
])ei-  CLiU.  less  wounded  than  thac  wboL'  di\ision. 

General  Buel  biou^ht  to  b  ittle,  on  the  second  day,  according  to 
dijHM\iit.  auihorities,  frorn  20,000  to  30,000  men  —  sa.y,  for  the  purpose 
of  thi-,  discussion,  2  s.w>o.  It  h;is  been  strenuously  claimeti,  in  certain 
quarters,  tfiat  they  sa\-ed  the  battle  from  utter  deieat,  and  waderl 
tiiroui4"h  se;!s  of  blo'jd.  Theii'  literature  is  lurid  with  Hamin^i;-  dicti<>n. 
The  sm  iHe-f  j^ri'rate  ii;  the  rear  ran.k  on  tb.e  extJ'eme  left  often  j^'ets,  at 
the  hands  (.)f  !iis  supeiioi",  more  {irai-^e  than  tiie  entire  55th  Illinois;  vet 
the  kittei-  re4:imcnl  lo-t  more  than  one  litlh  as  many  killed,  and  one- 
ninth  as  many  wouniU  d,  as  this  great  body,  fifty  times  larger  than 
itself  It  is  not  iusinu.ated  but  that  they  did  then*  duty;  but  their  figlit- 
ii"ig  was  child's  plav  conipeaed.  with  tluU  of  tlie  first  da}',  and  ^•ery  tew 
of  its  huge  regiments  lost  as  many  as  the  averac'-e  com|)anv  oi  the  ^5th 
Illinois.  ^ 

It  is-onl\-  commoti  justice  to  claim  for  tlie  55th  Illin(jis  an«I  54th  Ob.io 
thnt,  hid  awas'  in  the  vlec})  worxls  and  among  the  rugged  I'avines  on 
the  extieme  left  flank  at  Shiloh,  tb.ey  performed  deeds  of  magnificen.t 
valoi"  tl):U  entitled  ti'jcm  to  c(.)Uspicuous  mention. 

\\\  \  iew  of  these  tacts,  is  it  aaiy  \vonder  that  we  are  disposed  to  mur- 
mur ar  tliC  pwrsimouN'  of  Gejieral  Sb.ermaii's  praise?  Is  it  unreason- 
ai»le  that  we  claim  a  place  in  tlie  histoi's'  we  helped  mrdvc?  ?vlav  we 
not,  e\"en  :ri  tiii-  late  d;ite,  jdace  garlands  upon  the  graxes  of  our  com- 
radcs  ?  If  tfiose  wlio-^e  s]:»urs  we  hel]);-d  w"in,  and  whose  stars  we 
heljii.d  fix,  fail  to  waite  for  u-.,  may  '.\a-  not  pen  ^^\\v  own  euloL:\  : 
Altfiough  oui-  dead  eouirades  lie  in  unnanie*!  gra\"es,  others  go  liahing 
.and  c;i}:>pled  through  life;  others  still  are  iM)wed  and  sufferiiig  from 
disease;  lhaid<  God,  it  was  gi\en  us  to  (V^.  Few  eoidd.  have  done  a> 
well,  none  betti^M',  man\  wor-e.  I\Ien  nuist  bleed  and  die,  \yidows  and 
c>r]jhans  weep,  and  mothers  mourn,  to  sa.\  e  p.ations. 

In  all  lierein  written,  J  accord  t()  the  Sf^'^  Ohio  its  share  of  praise. 
Their  !i\inL:'  ^tood  witli  (-urs,  shoulder  to  shotdder,  in  brattle.  The  rich 
warni  l)loo,l  ran  out  from  their  raid<s  and  mingled  w  ith  ours,  and  the 
same  earth  diank  it  wy. 

The  same  stars  at  tlie  same  hour  shown  upon  the  ftces  of  om"  dead 
and  their  dead. 

Tbe  same  breeze  th;:t  wafted  the  A\-|iite  s(nd  of  an  Illinois  boy  to  its 
Maker,  down  the  line  a  little  wa\-  kissetl  tlie  pallid  li[)s  of  the  Ohio 
liero. 

We  sb.all  W  glad  to  meet  them  ou  earth. 

\V  e  b.o|)e  to  \vx\-\  tb.em  in  hea\'en. 


^aHaM?.''**^^^^'"'^^''^'^^'^'^*^ 
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On  tlie  conclusion  of  tlie  css;iy,  the  Comniiltee  on  Resolutions  pic- 
sented  the  }V)llo\sin;4,  which  was  ndopU-d  : 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  L.  V>.  Crooker  rtcci\c  th.c-  thank.-,  of  the  comrades  at  this 
reunion  for  his  able  and  accurate  essay  oii  llic  baitle  of  Shik>h,  and  the  \x>xl  t;ikcii 
therein  by  the  55th  lih'nois  Infantry,  and  that  C"a[)lain  Crooker  be  requested  to  furnisli 
a  copy  of  snid  e^say,  to  be  filed  with  the  records  of  this  reunion. 

Three  cheers  were  ;^"ivcn  lor  ConiraJe  CJrooker,  the  Benediction  was 
}.  ronotniced,  and  tlie  mectinj^'"  adjourned  for  dinner. 

Afternoon   Session. 

At  I  o'clock  the  meinbers  of  the  a.^socialion,  precedetl  hy  the  l^and, 
and  escorted  by  Joe  Hooker  Post  G.  A.  R.,  formed  in  line  in  front  of 
tlic  Opei'a  House  foi'  the  piLnj)Ose  of  visit in<^  Gix-envvood  Cernetery, 
situated  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  soutli  of  the  business  centre,  where 
re})o>e  the  ashe,^  of  se\-eral  of  their  former  comrades.  On  the  wav,  the 
colunm  stop'ped  m  front  of  iSIanfnnim's  photoi^raph  '^allerv,  in  order  to 
have  their  photographs  taken  in  a  g-roiip,  Th.e  pliotograjiher  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing-  on  glass  tlie  IJO  survivors  present,  but  h.e  didn't 
prove  a^  hard  a  master  as  was  Wirz,  of  Aiidersonville  fan^e,  and  quickly 
libeiated  his  |}risoncrs  on  parole  at  one  dollar  pei"  head,  bes((^wing  upon 
those  who  paid,  a  handsomely  executed  0x14  photogra]-)!!  of  the'gi'oup. 

From  tlie  gallery  the  line  mo\'ed  south  on  Main  street  to  the  cem- 
etery, an.d  as  they  approaclied  its  sacred  conllnes,  the  n /embers  oi^  the 
Gr:md  Arn)y  opened  lanks,  and  with  r>ncovej"ed  head-^,  (he  veteran.^  of 
the  S5'-^  marclie<I  in  a.nd  formed  about  the  graves  of  their  forniei' 
comrade-.  ■''Here  lies  the  sacred  <.\\\<  of  some  of  the  heroes  of  the 
55th,  who,  in  the  words  of  the  immortal  Lincoln,  "gave  the  tiill  meas- 
tu'c  of  their  devotion  tl^jt  the  govei'unient  of  the  pe(;p]e,  1'V  the  people 
and  for  the  ])eo})le,  migh.l  not  ])eri>h  from  tlie  earth."  Their  names 
are  a^  f.llows: 

S-  L.  'bhcnnp^on,  of  Co.  J),  died  June  i,  lJ>0J. 

John  'I'horn,  of  C\>.  1),  died  June  16,  1S62. 

].  M.  \'ocuiii,  of  Co.  A.  died  Mav  31,   1S62. 

Lt.  Coi.  Jacob  M.  Ar,-ii.-,line,  killed  at    Kencsaw  Mt.,  June  27.   iSb.j. 

I'.  Tarvin.  of  Co.  1).  died  March  4,  iS'-S. 

Comrade  Crooker,  being  requested  to  sav  a  few  words,  spoke  as 
follo^vs: 

Old  and  crippled,  bald  and  eray,  we  meet,  .(fter  the  t'lfth  of  a  cenUiry,  aiound.  the 
graves  of  a  few  of  our  foiiiur  oonirat!es.  Here  ip.  tiie  heart  of  tlie  CMiiinent,  up<''n  the 
bosom  of  our  prairies  ;  here  under  the  sunlij^ht  of  i^caven  and  the  f'.^lds  of  our  \\iv^.  we 
assemble   to  p.iy  tribute   :■»  thrui.      liere.  \v},'.:tf   die  liri's  si!^.;^-  and   th.o  llowers  bioci^i 


above  ilieni.  in  the  ijuiet 


a  v^  liristi.in   ctTUtorv,  sur'.a>!n'.> 


d  bv  en.ble: 


♦NoiK.-    ■]  iicrc  :\'.-.    \n;r\r-:\   intiiis   b'.-.uilifi:l   con-.c;;frv   s- veity  fi  vc   soMic  rs  of  ihe   l:\tc  war,  a!M.i 
fourteen  soldios  ot  the  wAr  of  iSij,  all  of  vvh'isc  graves  ^ic  -ticwn  with  Hov  er>  every  year. 


;.:  '-^ 
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Chrislian  buri:ti:  they  lie  as  peacefully  ns  thoui^h  their  eycs  had  never  Rashed  in  the 
smoke  of  balt!e.  In  such  a  place,  on  such  on  occasion,  hmann  eloquence  is  mockery, 
and  eniotiori,  too  deep  and  t':>o  sacred  to  lake  the  form  of  vvords,  fills  every  bo-om. 
The  silent  tear  and  the  bowed  head  are  ihe  fittest  tributes.  Silence  is  the  most  appro- 
priate eloquence.      In  this  spirit,  let  us  revereritly  li>tei;  to  the  divine  invocation. 

Cha])]ain  Gc<>.  K .  Pnlnu-r  then  offcrccl  up  a  pra\cr  full  of  deep 
rcliilioiis  feclino-,  that  toiiched  the  licarts  of  all,  and  it  was  not  soldiers' 
tears  alone  that  llowed,  as  memories  of  the  past  ilitted  through  the 
minds  of  tho-e  present, 

"  Th.c  muilled  drum's  sad  roll  has  beat 
The  S(:>!dier's  last  tattoo  ; 
No  more  on  life's  T)arride  shall  meet 
'i'hat  h)rave  and  fallen  fev,-. 

"  No  \ision  of  the  nioriow's  strife 
'Idle  warrior's  dream  alarms  ; 
Xo  bra\-ing;  horn  nor  screaming  fife 
At  dawn  shall  call  to  arms. 

"  Rest  on,  embalmed  and  sainted  dead  ! 
Dear  as  the  blood  ye  j^ave  ; 
No  impious  footstep  here  shall  tread 
The  herbage  of  \cur  gra.e" 

DnrinL;'  the  retm-n.  n^arch  to  the  Opera  House,  the  veterans  weie 
salnted  l'\-  the  cliiKlren  of  th,e  ptiblie  seiiools,  in  ojien  rard<s,  each  ol 
them  holding-  a  little  Hag,  a  compht;ient  which  touched  the  hearts  of 
the  old  so'diers,  and  tn  which  the^■  respc)nded  witli  uncovered  heads. 

On  reassembling  at  the  Opera  1  louse,  the  t'ol lowing  resolution, 
oflerod  by  (.'oniiade  ilartsook,  was  adv)pted: 

Jui'olied,  Th.at  all  coneotions  necessary  to  the  fullest  possilOe  accuracy  of  the 
RcginiCaia!  liistory,  as  read  by  Conirade  J.  Cb  Ilrov.-n,  be  snb'r.itted  ro  him  by  com- 
rades, and.  if  found  correct,  allowed  and  incorporated  by  the  I\egimental  Historian, 
and  that  the  history,  so  corrected,  be  embodied  in  and  become  a  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  tlds.the  first  legimental  reunion. 

Comra.de  Francis  P.  Fisher  i-epoited  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  an 
effort  t(i  ascertain  tlie  wluMe.d^onts  of  the  coloi  ^  of  tlie  ^^h,  wliicli 
\\  ere  ca}>tin'ed  on  the  izA  of  ]nl\,  jSCv],  bcfoi-e  Atlanta,  Ga,  ]^>v  cor- 
res|)ondcnce  with  iVisliop  |o!in  W,  Peekwith,  of  Geoigia,  and  Itidge 
lloiry  }>,  Tompkin-,  of  Atla.nta,  Ga.,  it  had  been  ascertained  tliat  the 
39th  Ahii>anK!,  of  which  judge  Tf)m])k!ns  \v;is  then  Adjiilant,  caj)tm'ed 
on  tliat  da\-  a  blue  sdk  Hag  fi'om  a  regiment  stationed  to  the  right  of 
the  Georgi.i  Raih-<»ad  going  out  froni  Atlanta.  Judge  T(.>m|)kins 
stated  that  tile  cnr.tured  tlag  w;is  given  by  liim  to  ]Maj.  Gen.  H.  D. 
Clayton,  of  e'iayton,  Aia.,  and  tiKit  he  liad  no  d'>ii!>!  that  if  the  llag 
was  still   in  tlie  po^-,essiun  of  Gen.  Clayton,  and    it   shouUl    prove  to   be 
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the  niissini:  ^^Z-^  ^^^'^'  ^^'^tcr  woukl  be  (»nly  too  glad  to  <en<\  it  to  the  ^^th 
at  thtir  reunion.  Hut  ov.-inir  to  Gen.  C'laN-ton's  a};»scnce  tVom  home,  no 
rcspon.^e  had  jet  been  recei\ed  from  I'ini,  Bi>hop  l^-ckwith,  in  a  \'er\- 
cordial  letter,  said  ••  it  \\onld  be  a  genniiie  pleasin^e  to  ];no\v,  tliat  wlicti 
the  veterans  of  vom"  regiment  meet  on  the  30lh  of  C)etol)er,  the  colors 
so  dear  to  vou  all  sh^ndd  be  handed  }-ou  bv  yonr  old  foc^  in  token  of  a 
friend>lii|)  \\-'iich,  I  tru-t,  time  v.ill  only  make  the  stronger  and  !"nore 
la-ting,"  and  he  added  the  hope,  ''that  the  rennion  v,'ill  show  that  the 
^Master  ha^  spared  the  li\es(,>f  manv  t>f  the  gallant  nien  wdiu  in  the  late 
war  illu,>tr;ited  the  courage  and  devotion  of  American  citizens."  Coni- 
rade  Fislier  promised  to  follow  up  the  matter  and  report  '•*' further.  He 
aUo  stated,  for  the  information  of  tlie  comrades,  that  of  the  three  staaids 
of  colors  received  by  the  55th,  the  fir>l  was  presented  to  then)  by  the 
Govern.ment  ^vhen  thev  set  out  from  Camp  Douglas,  in  1861,  and  was 
sent  back  to  Chicago  from  Vicksl)ing,  in  iS6_^,  and  dcpo.'<ited  with  the 
Chicago  Hi-^orical  vSocietv.  I'he  second  stand  of  colors  v^'as  also  pre- 
sented to  them  by  the  Govenmient,  and  was  captured,  fas  stated  abo\e, 
Julv  22,  1S64.  A  third  stand  of  colors  \\'as  presented  to  the  ix'giment 
b^-  Mr.  Fred  P.  Fisher,  of  Chicago,  and  reached  them  in  Norlh  Caro- 
lina, after  tlie  march,  to  the  sea,  in  time  for  the  grand  review  at  ^^  a-h- 
ington,  D.  C,  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Th.is  fiag  had  all  the  battles  in 
which  the  regiment  had  paiticipated  ir.scribed  upon  it.  It  is  not  cer- 
tainlv  known  what  became  of  this  fl:ig,  but  it  is  supposed  that  it  vras 
depo  ited  in  tlie  room-  of  the  Chicago  Historical  Sociel\,  and  if  so,  it 
must  have  lieen  .coirsumed,  tooether  with  the  first  fkio\  in  the  iireat  tire 
of  Oeto!>er,  1871.  , 

President  Andress  then  stated  tiiat  arra.p.gen^ents  had  been  mad.e  In' 
sonie  cf  tliC  comrades  for  a  prescntati'^ii  of  a  cane  to  Capt.  Francis  IL 
Shaw,  and  that  C'')!T:irade  Jo'-eph  HartsooK'  had  })repa.red  an  addrts-  for 
tiie  (icca-ion.  Captain  Shaw  beiiig  absent,  Comrades  H,  H.  Joslin,  L). 
C.  Andrews   and    Joseph    F'artsook    weie   designated,   bv  a  vote   of   tlie 

*  NoTK. — Since  the  reuriioM  tl.e  fo!lr>'.\iiig  letter  has  been  rcceivetl  from  (Jon.  Clayton,  which 
explain^  itself.      /Vny  further  se.trch  in  :his  direction  would  seem   to  he  uanecei,,.try.  — CcMMirriiE. 

Cl.wton,  Ala.,  Nov.  3,  iSS^. 
Hen    //.  B.  Tc^'t/'vifis,  A:/.iK/,i,  C\:  : 

Dear  Jt.uoE — Since  the  rccipt  of  your  first  letter,  whic'-.  reached  my  hoii^e  in  due  course  of  mail 
in  niy  ab'-eiice,  and  c.auie  to  lumd  .some  time  after,  I  have  been  ;,o  const.antIy  engaged  that  it  e-capeil 
inc.  'liic  llag  of  Ahi:h  yon  speak,  with  ch.at  of  the  i.;ih  V.  S.  colored,  captured  at  Nasfivilie.  and 
2  number  ofcav.slry  t;;iidons,  caiciucd  the  second  jn;;bt  .-^ftcr  tlie  battle  at  Nashville,  were  in  .sc  ice 
way  lobt  from  ni\   hea.i'piarter's  v.  .^.^'.rt,  bit  when  and  ui-ere,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Very  truly,  (Slgneii)         If .  1).  Ci  ayton. 


i 


i 


f  NoTK,  —  It  may  interest  some  of  the  comrades  to  know  that  Comrade  Jas.  VV.  (.'"ay,  oi:r  i.>rave 
color  be.irrT,  vbo  -.:ood  by  hi-  col;!,  >'>  •^.,!lant!y  ,I-.!y  i-..-,  :>.(m,  has  ;ircscrvcd  a  piece  of  the  r.in;.ie 
belo'.i.ciii'-;  t'l  tlic  :,e;o!i<:  ila.;.  .i-i':  .-.  s;.ir  beh.^n,^  m;;  ti'  i!ie  tiis'  il  14,  wMcli  iclics  he  }>as  had  carcfwily 
fransed,  .md  .^.ays  lie  pri.-e:>  them  a.  b.i->  jvn  lif,..-.  Con'.:auC  jailin,  too,  lias  a  piece  cf  the  fust  lla ,.;.—. 
CoM.Mirrtiii. 
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cori-jrades.  as  a  ct'ninnttoc  to  rcccisc  tlic  cane  a.ii<]  sec  that,  it  li*.:  cluly 
f^'i■\varllc(l  \i)  \\\\\\  ai  Loininstci,  Mav«.  C'i'inr;iJ-0  Ilartsnok  tiicii  lead 
the  lollowinL;'  l)ea!itiful  and  appropriate  jU'e-caitat!')!!  addre.'^s: 

FKESENTATIOM    ADDRESS. 
r>v  josEi'ii    hakt>-ook. 

The-  hi<torv  of  tlic  Ainerieau  eoiouies,  ixoxw  their  eai-liest  settlement 
at  FhmoLitiT  {\.'>civ;uKl  lamestovvn.,  oil  down  thioUL;-!"!  their  ofl-rc])eated 
(K\djrations  ot' ri'^'ht'^,  hei'eMC  stiai'.;L(!cs  f()r  i!ide]:)endence,  eloper  comiKict 
and  .slr(<iv.:;-er  <;(.\'ci  (unent  in  the  pre.-ent  V  ederal  LIni'.»n  oi  ^States,  fur- 
nis!i  the  h)-ii;d)tc^t  and  niost  entcrtainiiig-  chapter  in  the  one  universal 
h!-tor\-  of  civil  L:()\'eninient.      It  reads  like  a  romance  or  a  poetic  IcL^'end. 

Idle  stor\'  of  tlie  Ma'vtlo\\-er  and  the  planting-  of  thr.t  little  colony  of 
hnnted,  persecuted,  sturilv  refugees  of  Pi\mouth  Rock,  on  tlie  blcak 
an  1  inh'.Sj'titahK'  shnrcs  ot'  New  Engkuid  in  the  winter  time,  tlreir 
suirerings,  their  haadship-,  and  their  heroic  enduran.ce— liow  thev  braved 
death  at  t!ie  liand  of  the  wilv  savage,  from  disea.se,  famine  and  pesti- 
lence, never  l(.)slng  tlieir  faith  in  (Jod  or  their  confidence  in  man,  but 
vvitli  a  steadfast  :uid  imf;dtering  pui-i)o-e  pursuing  the  e\'cn.  ten.or  (A 
tlR'ir  wav',  conijucrip.g  tiie  sa\'age  of  the  forest  and  all  the  oiipi»-ing' 
t'orces  of  nature  and  circum^taiices,  and  g;raduaillv  spi-eiding  them'-eU'cs 
thi'oughout  ail  that  sca-girt  coast  until  a  ruUion  within  themselves — shall 
ne\-er  gn-ow  old  or  hie  tV)rgi.,'tten  wliile  human,  hearts  beat  in  s\'mpathy 
for  each  otlter  in  a  connmon  want  <>r  a  common  stnaow. 

And  hardi\-  less  thrilling  oi"  enchamting  is  the  stor\  of  that  other 
colony  at  Iame^t'iWn,  where,  after  re])eated  e!l<ats,  a  permanent  ]:)lant- 
ing  was  iTi-ule,  auids  wh.ere,  in  its  after  history,  human  enduraaice  and 
l)ra\ery  anaiish  a  page  of  lii^tory  th.at  shall  renia.in  bright  forever. 

Plymou.th  R_.>cic  and  Jamestown,  with  their  niar'vek^-us  stories,  are 
tiie  first  ;nid  hut  representative  name^-  of  others  as  ilear,  and  othc!'  sto- 
ries a'^-  swet't,  whiich.  in  an  un/n'oken  chaa'n  enter  in.l;)  aaid  compo.^e  the 
l)odiy  of.  our  hi:-!orw  ddiis  hi.-tory  is  not  Ijrighle^t  air.l  best  to  tht_; 
.\nie!!can  alone,  or  :ho>e  wh.o  live  under  and  eni'>>\'  tins  i)enellce!it  gov- 
er-ament  of  our--,  with  all  of  it<  wide  extended.  Idessings.  but  e\-er\-\vhere, 
in  e\ei"v  land  aiKl  a.mong  cverv  people,  wliei"e  ih.e  current  thcaight  a:id 
tiu>  pubiu'^^  life  Ctre  alircast  and  in  iiarmony  with  the  dominant  Anglo- 
saxon  civilization  of  tin's  age,  before  \vhi<.di  all  i)t!iers  are  gi\"ing  wav. 

Pa-^in--  o\e!  tlie  ti?ne  of  oui"  declaration  of  rights  until  theii-  tnaal 
cu!minativ)n  in  t!\e  grea.t  Mat^iia  Charta  of  our  liberties — tlie  Declara- 
tion of  lndej)en(f 'nee — and  tlieir  after  struggle  an.d  sacrifices  in  mainae- 
nance  thereof,  and  what  studaait  oi  hi-torv,  in  tin's  age,  cam  read  that 
page  t()  tile  c!o-e  :md.  stitle  the  emoti"n  or  the  lising  though.t,  //?(^v 
dcscr-jcJ  (o  be  free. 

r.exington  and  C'Micoid,  dhentsan  and  \'al!c\-  Fta-ge,  Funker  Hill 
and    Voiactown    are   luit  a.  few  of  the    man\'    priceless    names    thai    the 


sfi-ULfgle  f>r  indei^i'ndenc''  !i'avc    to  t!v-   chaoie 
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natna-  aia-  end-.-are.i  U)  u-  a-^  uMi^h  h-.  die  pi'iee  tliCs'  cc^st  u-  a-  for  the 
xictoi'ies  they  retiias^eul- — names  that  w  eie  h-aptised  ir;io  iminoiialit'-/  by 
the  be^L  Idood  of  the  best  men  of  the  eighleenth.  cenUnv.      It    is  no  dis- 
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para^^cment  to  tlie  nol-'le  batul  of  clxilians  at  home,  durijiq-  the  time  of 
the  rebellion,  who  so  !iobl\-  sustained  our  ainiies  h^  liic  liekl  and  fur- 
nished the  sinews  of  \v;ir,  \vith(jut  wiiii  h  wt."  could  not  hiave  succeeded, 
that  the  names,  the  virtues  and  the  memories  of  our  revi^Uitionarv  sires 
are  tlearer  lO  ttie  veteran  I'niou  suicHer,  whose  patriotism  lias  been 
})urilied  b\'  fire  upon  the  field  of  carnage,  tlian  the  noblest  Roman  of 
them  all. 

Without  a  nan^jC,  without  a  history,  without  the  experience  that  comes 
from  the  enjo\-ment  of  free  Licn'ernmeni — with  these  onl\  in  ttie  thought 
and  the  ideal — without  wealcli,  presti2:e  or  [jower  at  home,  and  without 
intiuence  or  credit  abroad,  they  set  up  tlitir  banners,  and  relying  upon 
God  and  the  justness  of  their  cause,  and  with  a.  courage  that  was  in\in- 
cible,  the>'  "wrought  out  tiieir  ideals  and  won  them  alb  We  had  them 
all  and  knew  their  worth,  h;id  grown  up  to  mianhood  or  maturer  years 
amidst  their  inspiring  surroiuulings. 

It  is  not  r.ecessary  that  ^^"e  niiru'fV  the  work  of  our  o^vn  dav,  in 
which  we  have  bi^id  some  humble  pari,  in  order  that  the  work  of  (.others 
be  accorded  its  just  place  and  due  estinuite.  But  wdicri,  in  the  march 
of  time,  tlie  coming  ot  events  and  the  contlict  of  ideas  over  the  inalien- 
al)le,  God-given  rights  of  man,  applied  to  others,  as  A\'e  had  claimed 
and  \von  them  from  a  proud  and  haughty  king,  before  all  the  world,  for 
ourselves,  the  'Mrrepressible  contlict"  haai  come,  and  tlie  reveiberation 
of  canon  and  tlie  clash  of  resounding  arms  was  heard  in  the  land,.ar.d 
all  the  citizens  of  this  repuUic  were  face  to  face  with  tlie  o]ie  question, 
coufitry  or  no  country^  it  is  very  much  to  \'Our  credit  that  you 'decided 
for  countr\-,  and  went  to  the  front  to  malce  that  decision  eiiecti\'e  and 
good.  You  cordd  have  done  less — perhaps  more.  Idie  honor  lies 
rather  in  the  doing.  If  you  stood  at  \our  post  and  did  \\  hat  yc^u  could 
at  any  and  every  sacrifice,  then  there  were  none  that  did  more  or  are 
d'. serving  of  more  at  the  liar.ds  of  areuniied  countrv,  a  grea<t,  pros- 
perous and  happy  people.  The  memory  of  your  doing  conies  back  to 
me,  after  these  twenty  years  of  peace,  as  a  half-forgotten  dream,  but 
how  terribly  real.  I  take  u|)  thic  old  rostei's  of  tlie  diiierent  comijanie:, 
and  run  over  the  old  familia.r  names — familia]'  yei.  I  loolc  iiito  \our 
faces  and  upon  vour  maimed  an*.!  wouiid-.id  fornij,.  I  look  upon  the 
vacant  places  among  you  of  comj'ades  wdio  marched  out  with  us  iVorn 
home  a!id  frienvls  and  all  that  vras  cleai"  of  eai"ih,  and  ne\"er  came  Ijack 
again;  who--e  graves  arc  scattered  far  and  wide  o\-er  that  sunny  land, 
and  up  Xorth  here,  in  our  cemeteries,  o\  er  this  Eden  g;irden  of  ours — 
the  father,  the  husband,  the  bi-other,the  son  and  the  tViend.  I  go  into 
these  homes  again  and  sj.veak  of  the  war  time,  and  again  I  hear  the 
\'oice  of  angui->h  and  sorrow. 

I  recall  again  the  fatiguing-  march,  and  the  quiet  camp,  rhc  l.fi\'ouac 
and  the  de;i».tly  hospital,  and  trv  to  piciiu'c  to  mvself  tho>e  prison  pens 
of  pcrdititMi,  where  oui  brave  lv>\s  were  starved  to  deaih;  and  tlic 
liour  of  eontlict,  whtai  ilu'  de;id  and  tlie  vUing  were  h-ingad  alnnit  }ou. 
I  know  sonu'th.ing  of  voui'  d(.>ing,  and  \s 
unmindful    t'lat   the    price  wa-  well  cop-'t 

was   rviid.        ddlt.'   --a^";  ilii'v  WMs  ;i   williiig   s;ic 

would  :;l!er  t  iiat  record. 

^'our  doing    lias  addctl    another   leaf  t(.>    th.is    brightest   chapter  i-i  ad 


at  It  cost  Nou,  and  am  not 
red  and  weighed  bef  )re  it 
lice  and  tr^;eb-'  paid.      None 
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histoi'v,  iind  wrlltcn  unoii  it-^  fair  {i.iL^c  other  iKunes  ihaf.  can  lu-vcr  1)C 
efTaced  ^v1iilc•  civil  f4('\  cnmicnt  cp.dun's  i;j)C)n  the  earth  —  Slii'oh,  Arkan- 
sas Post,  V  ick'-hiiri,'-,  MisvicMuiry  Ri(h.;-c,  Kcniu,--aw  Mountain  and 
Atlanta — names  cnjicarcd  to  us  a^  nuich  hy  tlic  price  they  cost  ii^  a-  hy 
the  victoi-ies  ihey  reuresent;  names  tliat  were  hapti/,*"d  into  immortahty 
bv  t!ie  best  blood  of  t)ie  licst  men  of  the  n.ineteenth  century. 

Tlie  cost  of  our  victories  was  a  j.n-eat  and  terril^le  co>t,  but  tiic  victo- 
ries were  LT'-cat  a-^  well.  Who  c;ui  mea-ure  tiieir  c^iea'ness  or  estimate 
their  worth  •^tandin;a■  upon  the  vanta-^c  g^round  of  tbiese  twenty  yeai's 
of  peace  and  ])rospcritv? 

J  I  is  becomin'j,-  and  riidit,  that,  on  this  (X~casion,  the  first  reimion  of  the 


55th  Kep;t.  ]1L  \'et.  Voh  Infanirv,  we  should  remember  the  un- 
equal burden^  tljat  rest  upon  l^-ave  comrades — some  of  them  tlie 
bravest  of  the  brave  an^l  the  truest  of  the  true.  There  are  a.  few  names 
of  oillcers  and  men  that  liave  rested  under  a  cloud  durinL'.'  all  these 
years  since  tlreir  inuster  out  (^f  the  United  States  service— whc^^e  names 
are  undei"  seeminij^  dis;j;race  and  dishonor — that  call  foi-  redress  while 
there  are  vet  multitudeN  of  fellow  participants  for  witnesses  in  tlie  easc^. 
iM}^  appearance  before  \"on  on  this  tjccasion  is  to  cinphasi/e  a  case  of 
this  kind — of  the  deepest,  darkest  wrong"  visited  upon  any  raember  of 
the  ^5th  rej^iment.  I  but  voice  the  sentiments  of  mv  comrades,  one 
and  all,  wlicn  I  sa\"  theie  was  110  truer,  mv)re  patriotic  or  braver 
ofiicer  of  s'-ldier  in  all  our  re2;"imcnt  tluin  he  on  whe-m  it  fell.  I  speak 
of  Captain  F.  If.  S/jazc. 

Commencin^j;-  \vi'di  us  at  Camp  Dou'^dass,  CliicaciX*,  at  the  very  first 
as  vSecond  Lieutenant,  lie  had  suffered  v.dth  us  the  fatiij:;ues  and  priva- 
tions of  tlie  camp  and;  the  march,  the  dan!:2;ers  of  the  battle  on  n;anv  a 
hotly  contested  tieid,  arid  aiwavs  with  credit  and  lionor  to  himself. 
He  "had  steadily  won  his  Nvay  onward  and  upward  te>  the  senior  Caj;- 
taincv  and  the  command  of  the  regiment,  Avhich  he  held  when  first 
arrested  by  General  Lightburn,  Au-ust  ^,  1S64,  and  dismissed  from 
the  a.riiiy  by  order  of  General  O.  O.  llovva.rd,  Aucgust  it,  1S64,  which 
was  confirmed  by  S.  O.  War  Dep't,  No.  284. 

The  exact  situation  may  be  set  forth,  the  clearer  in  Ca.j.'jtain  Shaw's 
owTi  re})(;rt  of  this  e\ent:  ^^  For  several  days  jirevious  to  my  ai-rest,  the 
regiment  had  iteen  subjected  to  excessi\  e  fatigue,  con.tinning  dav  and 
night,  and  the  tlay  previou-  ca])tin\:d  an  extremely  perilous  position  in 
advance  of  our  main  line,  and  during  the  night  intren.ched  ourselves  as 
best  v>'e  could,  expecting  eyer\-  niornent  aii  attempt  b\-  the  enemy  to 
dislodige  us,  ^\t  tlii--  time  we  were  about  tlu'ee  hundred  yards  from 
tlie  eneniy'>  main  line  of  ilefense,  and  about  tlie  same  di-tance  tVom  our 
own  main  line,  with,  tkic  approaches  to  u.s  in  cojnma.nd  (^f  the  enemy's 
guns,  making  it  \  er\'  liazardous  to  pass.  The  tii'st  i.^ne  I  saw  was 
Lieut.  i\Lntin,  .V.  D,  C.  of  General  Li^htlin.rn,  \\'ith  orders  to  still  fur- 
ther ndvance  <un"  line.  I  s;>id  tv)  hin^;:  '  Vou  sec  our  situation,  so  near 
the  enemy'.s  main  line  of  defense,  \yith  no  chance  of  shelter  between 
us,  my  command  in  a  state  of  extreme  exhau-tioi\  and  I  ^vi^h  \  ou  to 
inform  rlie  General  o!'  the  f:irts,  turi  T  do  not  thinl:  he  will  want  the 
atL;cL  made.'  Xo  ,m-,ver  e\er  readied  me.  An  ariempt  wa~-  made  to 
ad\'ance  liie  main  line,  but  Ijcfore  it  reached  run-  adx'anced  position,  fc-li 
back  to  its  starting  point,  as  any  one  would  j^rcdicl  to  a  certainty, 
kr\o\\ing  the  situation."" 
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After  Captain  Shaw's  arrest  and  disniissal,  a  pelilion  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  prayiii'^  for  Iv.s  reinstatement,  and  signed 
by  all  ilie  oliicers  of  our  le^^inient  and  ma.ny  in  adjoining;  regiment^, 
who  were  knowini^  to  tl'ie  facts,  was  drawn  up  and  forwarded  tlirough. 
tlie  Judge  Advocate.  W'hetfier  it  eve]-  reached  the  President  or  not, 
we  do  not  know. 

The  arbitrar\'  and  unjust  use  of  military  law  may  gi\'e  power  and 
authority  to  go  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  niain  line  of  defense 
of  a  great  and  powerful  euemv,  arid  arre.-.t  ;nid  ignoniiniously  disnnss, 
without  court  tnariial,  a  In-ave  officer,  1-ut  tho^e  \vdio  execute  the 
law,  ai'd  have  to  go  tfjree  liundred  N'lirds  in  ad.\:mce  of  their  own 
main  liue — tiie  farihc-^t  ailwuiced  po.^sible — to  find  ttieir  victim,  Vv-here 
he  has  fought  his  wa.y,  led  his  command  and  lield  his  position,  <^o  the 
law  violence,  themselves  dishonor,  and  bring  everlasting  disgrace 
vipo'i  the  militar\-  service  of  the  United  .States. 

Capiain  Sliaw,  we  honor  with  you  our  Inave  comrades  who  died 
upon  th.e  held  of  battle  facing  the  foe;  those  wdio  sacriHced  their  lives 
from  disease  or  wouu'.ls  received  in  a  common  service.  We  wordd 
not  forget  the  chosen  few  wliose  names  are  on  the  writteji  roll  of 
honor---tlie  bravest  of  the  brave,  God-giren  heroes — whose  names  will 
be  handed  down  to  tlic  latest  genera.tioris,  after  the  momnnents  above 
their  graves  and  ours  shall  have  mouldered  hack  to  the  dust,  and  the 
little  n^ouuds  abo\e  our  resting  places  sliali  have  been  leveled  to  the 
earth  again;  but  along  beside  their  names  on  tfnit  roll  of  honor  and 
fame,  your  ov/n  fairptful  service  for  three  }'ears,  an^.l  your  own  bra\-e 
actions  on  that  4th  day  of  August,  i^-G^-,  shall  give  }-ou  a  place  and  a 
name  as  well.  History  rmd  posterity  wdll  do  \'ou  justice,  and  high 
al>ove  e\'ery  other  coriNi^leralion  is  the  orje,  and  let  us  rejoice  together, 
our  victories  stand  and  our  labors  are  secure. 

Captain  vSi;a.w,it  i->  a  very  pleasant  and  agreeable  task  that  has  been 
imposed  upon  nie  by  iliese  old  conn'adLes  of  oin"s.  Thev  liave  dele- 
gated me  JTj  their  n;nne  and  U)r  tlnnn-— -:ind  v/ilh  them  1  have  a  part  — 
to  present  you  wiiii  this  beautiful  caUs-,  as  a  ■-liL^ht  token  uf  our  respect. 
esieem  ?a\\\  the  Iv'imor  iii  wdncli  we  hold  you,  fur  three  ^■ea<rs  of  faithful 
and  devoted  service  t'*  the  country,  audi  e.gpecially  for  \'our  unex- 
ampled br-a\'ery  and  heroism  wliile  comniaauiing  the  regiment  befoi'e 
Atlanta.,  Ga.,  Ai!gu>t  4,  1S6  p  and  f;)r  S'our  ir.odest  and  unassumitig 
C[ualitics  as  a  eomradie  and  a  man.  You  need  not  tills  momento  to 
tell  you  kA  the  r-egan-d,  esteem  and  the  lionor  in  wh.ich  we  hold  \k}\\, 
but  may  it  prove  a  rerrnnder  of  the  man^■  trxing,  happy  and  eveiUful 
das'S  that  Vv-e  sp^enl  i(\getlier  in  tlie  ann\-  in  detemse  of  ifie  -"Old  Flag '' 
and  the  ''  Union  of  the-e  States.*'  INlay  it  re\i\-e  in  \our  memory,  to 
the  \e!y  latest  day.-  of  \oni-  life,  th.e  '.ir.uiy  trying  ami  happy  scenes 
tlu-ougii  which  We  pa<-^ed  togetlier.  iMa.\-  it  p-rove  a  stall  for  yom' 
declinirig  year-,  \v:A  may  you  have  m  my  N'ear-  of  health  an.d  haipin- 
ness  to  enj'jy  tlie  mt.-m.n-ic--.  ra.ther  tlnm  the  sti'engthi,  it  brin^gs  \-ou,*^  is 
the  wisli  of  yv>ur  oUl  eomrades-iu-aiui^.  It  l)ears  tliis  heautifid  an.d 
a[n:>ro[)riate  inscription  : 
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"CA]*TAIN  F.  II.  SHAW, 
55rh   Re--t.    ill.  Vet,  Vol.   Infantry, 

A    STAI  F    FOR    YOUU    DECI.IXINC     YEARS. 

*' PresetiteJ  by  jsurvivir.y  comrades  at  the  first  r(ninIof!,  Iield  at  Canton, 
III.,  October  30  and  31,  iSSj,  as  a  toViCii  of  their  appreciation  of  his  faithful  soi  \icc 
to  the  country,  and  to  commemorate  his  unexampled  bravery  and  iieroism,  w'nile 
commanding  the  regitnciit,  Auy'vi>t  4,  iS'').},  before  Atlanta.  Ga. 

"Tills  cane  was  cut  near  the  old  camp  at  Shiloh.,  Af^iil  6,  iSS-j,  by  Lieut.  D. 
C.  AIuh■e.^s." 

W^ith  a  ft'ill  hfa!t,  with   plcctsiire  imd   rej.'jicing-,  arul   witli  gratitncle 
to  Almighty  God  in   sparing  .so  rnanv  of  us  to  meet   together  iti  this 
first  reu^tio}!^  after  tiu-sc  twenty  years,  and  for  the  work  of  this  hour, 
I  MOW  surrendei'  this  git't  inlo  vour  liands. 

At  tiie  cl'')^e  of  the  address,  Caj't.  S Littery  sugge.stad  th.at  the  pri^'i- 
lege  of  contributing  to  the  cost  of  the  cane  he  extended  to  any  of  ttic 
nH'm])ers  present,  no  on.e  to  give  more  tiian  $i.  The  suggestion  was 
at  once  acted  upon,  and  the  \\  lio'ie  amount  was  forth/vilh  rai.scd. 

At  4.30  P.M.  an  avdjom-nriicnt  was  liad  to  witness  trie  armual  parade 
of  tJie  Canton  Fire  Department,  and  comrades  availed  themselves  of 
the  I'ccess  to  indulge  in  social  intercotn'se  and  enjoyment. 

At  <^.30  p.  M.  ail  tiTC  comrades  were  invited  to  attend  a  prayer  meet- 
ing at  the  same  phice  as  on  th.e  previous  day,  and  a  large  number 
^    g^idl}-  impro\-ed  thiC  opportunit}'. 

Evening   vSession. 
At   7.:;o  p.  .\t,  the  comrades  reassembled   at  the    C)j:)era   Iiouse,  and 
prayer  was  oflerevl  hy  Cornrade  Ilartsook,  after  which  there  was  music 
by  tlie  Band.      Tlie  Committee  on  Resoltitions  pix\sented  tlie  following, 
which  was  adopted  :  ^    ,, 

Re<o!:'':d,  Thar  ihe  tlianks  of  the  survivin-r  ntembers  of  the  55th  Vet.  Vol.  Infantry 
are  herein"  e.Ktended  to  loe  Mooker  Post  t).  A.  R.  for  their  fr.iternrd  invitation,  hearty 
reception  and  ^-enerous  entertainment,  'fo  the  citizens  of  Canton  for  their  generous 
donation  of  funds  to  defray  the  expens>is  of  this  reunion.  To  tlie  ladies  of  the  city  for 
the  royal  nianner  in  which  they  have  served  us.  To  the  Ihands  and  Cdoe  Club  for  tlieir 
sucet  strains  of, music  and  clieering-  son-s. 

The  Committee  on  Re>oIutiotis  al,->o  snbinitled  tlie  following  letter, 
and  reconnnendedi  that  it  he  sent  to  vSergcant  James  W.  Gay  l^y  tlic 
Secretary  of  the  association: 

Canton,  111.,  Oet.  31,  iSS.|. 

DivvR  CoMR.vnr:— We.  the  surviving  members  of  the  55th  lii.  Vet.  \'oI.  Tnfnntiy.  in 
reunion  .i-se-no'ed.  aokr.owlodoe  with  f;Tatirndc  the  receipt  of  your  kind  letter  read  by 
our  Secretary,  and  hc^  to  express  to  you  (,>ur  approval  and.  appreciation  of  your  heroic 
efforts  in  so  nobfv  holding  your  place  and  defendiiv?;  our  colors  on  the  dav  of  th.eir  cap- 
t'.;rv.  i>r;orr:  Allans,  1,1a.;    Inly  22,   iS(;  [. 

1.  iio  letter  wa^  licai-iily  endorvcd  !>y  all  |nx--ent,  and  uidered.  to  be 
sent  a-.,  rcc(jn:imended. 
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Proceedings  of  tJie  Association: 


The  Treasurer,  Coi-iiiade  ITji  rell,  n-i:ulo  his  rc])ort  ns  follows,  and  all 
hills  were  audilecl  and  oi'dcred  paid; 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Canton,  III.,  Oct.  31,18?^. 
Tc  trie  o/flccj-s  a)id  7)icmlu-rs  of  t/w  Associa'io>i  of  Fifty- Fi/fu  Ills.    Jv/.    Vol.  Ivfantry: 

Vour  Treasurer"  would   make   the    following  Report  of  monies  received   and 
expended  : 

*Amount  received  fioni  all  sources -S^ST   53 

Amount  expended 130  22 

Balance  on  hand $7   33 

Respectfully  yours, 

W.   J.    JLmirell,    Trecisuyer. 

On  motion,  It  was  ordered  that  Conirndes  John  T.  McAiiley,  Francis 
P.  Fisher  and  L.  B,  Crooker  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  eomniittee 
to  prepare  a  full  aiid  coni])]ete  bi>.tory  of  the  5')ih  Rcg-t.  111.  Vet.  \  ol. 
Infantry. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  $25  be  piiid  to  U.  II.  Joslin,  Secre- 
tary, for  his  services  and  expenses  eonneeted  witli  tlie  reunion.  I'ite 
motion  was  subsecpiently  amended  b\'  iricreasing  the  amount  to  %~^o^ 
and  was  adopted.  The  amount  Avas  at  once  raised,  by  sub^cripdon 
anions;  the  comrades  present,  withic-ut  calling;  on  the  Treasurer  of  t;ie 
association.  The  vSecretary  returned  thanks  in  an  appropriate  manner 
for  tlfrs  substantial  mark  of  their  favor,  and  promised  a  continued  faitti- 
ful  performance  of  his  duties. 

After  music  bv  tb.e  band,  the  meeting  resolvcel  itself  into  a  love-feast. 
Ti:ie  Opera  House  wa>.  crowded  aln^iOst  to  suffocation,  and  e^'ervbodv 
preterit  seemed  to  enter  into  the  ^j^irit  of  the  oeca^in'i.  JTimdrt-d^  \vore 
unable  to  gain  admittance  to  the  hall,  Comrad(.'  Crooker,  beirig  cahed 
for,  responded  l)y  etdogizing  the  good  people  of  Canton.  Comrade 
]h-es^on  comjdniu-nted  the  ladies  in  a  gracefid  mann.er,  and  paid  a 
handsome  trihule  to  the  members  of  the  b:ind,  wlio  lirtd  contributed  so 
miich  to  oin-  enj ayincnt. 

Comrade  Andress  ga\  e  a  song,  concluding,  l.)y  special  request,  ^^"ith 
''  'J'oliias  and  'Eobunku-.""  Tlie  Hon.  Granville  Ihtrieie,  Vjeing  in\ired 
t(5  ttie  platform,  i?i  a  few  ha},i|)\-  re/naiks  eulogized  the  volunteer  sol- 
dier, and  espcclcdiy  the  soldiers  of  th.e  '■^^\.\\  111.  \''el.  \'<>1.  Infantr\\  and 
on.  behalf  of  the  cit;/v.ns  of  CcnUnii,  invileil  thie  \elAratis  to  leturn  there 
at  some  future  time,  as  the  citizens  of  Canton  haivl  an  especially  warni 
place  in  their  hearts  U)Y  lliem. 

Conn'ade  j.  Au-u-t  Snhdi  relaiLd  h<»vv  Coi^-ii-adc  Jlrovd-:  ami  hin-^self 

*  i'or  .1  v.xoXK  dct.-iiled  stAtrjnont  r,\   ret-oipt-;  ^ce  pjgo  07  »n  Report  oT  CcinniUteo  on  Pri. '^n;;. 
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were  arretted  for  shooting  a  pii:  near  Coriiilli,  Miss.,  in  the  sunimerof 
1862.  Comrade  John  G.  Brown  told  how  ]:^ra\c  Cap!.-'-  ]"Jo]. ''  Oliver 
\\  as  won.t  to  bring  in  the  forage.  Comrade  D.  C.  Andrews  lold  a  story 
about  foraging.  Comrade  ll artsook  rebated  h.n\s-  Capt.  Jacob;,  Augus- 
tine had  a  present! njent  of  his  approaching  dcatli,  and  reheaised  the 
circum>taaices.  Comrade  Brown  read  a  short  slcetch  of  armv  hfe.  By 
request,  Comrades  Fred  and  Peter  Ebersold,  Andress  and  Songster 
sang  •' Zwille  wille  wing  l)nn".  bum," 

Ju^t  befuic  f.nal  adjournment,  which  took  place  at  9:3or.  m.,  the 
time  and  pbice  fo]'  holding  tlic  next  reunion  was  discussed,  tlie  matter 
beirig  finallv  {til  to  the  oiiicers  of  the  associaiioii 

The  brnid  then  played  "  Recollections  of  the  wai',"  the  benediction 
v/as  pronounced  bv  the  llev.  J.  August  Smith,  and  the  President 
dcclaixd  tr;e  association  adjourned  i'irir  die. 

Then  fjilowed  a  scene  of  general  harubshaking  and  h/idding  of 
"good-byes."'  This  was  the  sadde>t  feature  of  the  reunion  of  tiie  little 
handful  of  men,  ^vho  had  not  met  tor  twentv  years,  who  ha<d  marched 
so  man^'  long  and  \\'c:\\\  miles  inidei'  a  hot  Soutliorn  sun,  and  \\\\o  had 
fought  side  b}-  side  on  manv  a  hotl\  contested  battlefield,  whei'e  hun- 
dred'^ of  their  comrades  had  yielded  up  th.eir  lives,  a  willing  sacrifice, 
tliat  om"  countr\'  niight  li\'e  on  \\\  unitv  and  strength.  Thus  ended  the 
first  reunion  of  one  of  the  ^riap.dest  and  most  lovad  of  the  veteran  re^ri- 
ments  of  tlie  late  war.  That  a  gi-acious  P]-o\  idence  may  j^ermit  the 
few  sin-vivo!-s  to  live  and  enjoy  many  such,  reunions,  is  the  fervent 
priiycr  of  every  grateftil  heart. 

D.  C.  ANDRESS,  President. 

II.   H.  JOSLIN,   Secretary. 
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Proci-t\Ii?:(^s   oj   the  Associad 


NOTE. 


In  suhmiltini;-  tMs  Repoil  of  the  fir^-t  Ivc-union  of  the  survivors  of 
ilie  Firt\"-Fifth  Illinois  \"et.  Voh  Infanti)',  your  vSecretarv  is  conscious 
of  its  many  errors  aiul  inipcrfections.  Tlie  ni^ise  and  corilusion  inci- 
deni.  to  a  g-athcring-  of  olci  soldiers,  and  the  want  of  time,  in  \vhieh 
to  prepare  and  present,  in  an  orderly  and  svsleniatic  manner,  the  bus- 
iness of  llie  Associa.tion,  eonspii-ed  to  prevent  llial  eomiected  antl 
com[dete  Report  th.at  wc  would  desire.  Durinc^  the  sessions  of  the 
Re-undon,  oj-ily  tiie  briefest  possilde  notes  of  t'he  p)-uceedings  in  p;en- 
era!  could  be  I'Cept,  From  tlicse,  after  a.djourrmient,  the  conriectecF 
account  v;as  written  out,  wlnich  is  herev.dth  submitied.  v'-^ueh  as,  it  is, 
it  is  snbniitted  for  your  perusal,  in  the  hope  tliat  you  rnay  liave  as 
much  pleasure  therein  as  was  tak'en  in  its  pireparaiion, 

jiistlv  oroud  of  the  Ret^'imienl  to  wliiclii  we  be]o?io-ed,  let  us  seek  to 
crystalize  into  history  its  achievement-,  that  we  may  perpetua.te,  if 
possiV^le,  to  the  late-^t  i^enerations^  the  storv  of  its  sufferings,  its  sacri- 
fices -MXiX  the  spirit  of  its  exalted  p;driot'sm.  This  work,  in  ])erma!ient 
and  enduiring  form,  is  due  alike  to  ourselves,  to  tlic  coniing'  genera- 
tions, ap.d  to  our  Jabea  cs;mrades,  \\  hr>se  voices  :ire  forever  stilled  h\ 
the  last  tattoo.  The  labor  and  cost  of  a  permanent  bdstory  of  tiiC 
Regiment  are  as  lu^thiiig,  wl^icn  compaied  wiih  tlie  I'mI-  and  sacriiices 
of  a  single  comrade  tlirough  thi-ee  years  of  service.  Fet  no  comratie 
rest  nor  deem  any  self-dcni;d  too  great  until  tliis  be  done,  and  long- 
after  it  shall  l:»e  accc-mplished,  mav  we  meet  In  :innu:d  re-imiori,  to 
recount  the  sturies  of  the  marcii,  tlie  !)i\ou.ac  and  ii>e  camp. 

\.\,    IF  J  OS  LIN,   •Secretary . 


^■4J0^i£i^„^.JJ 


^^/ws^^^a  ii4.4tf*i^i;>':is!i; 


0/ f/u^  Sji/i   III.    TV/.    Vol.    /}2faniry. 


57 


A  desire  to  ]^erpetuatc  \.\\v  luiinnrous  foaliin-s  of  camp  life,  must  be 
c»ur  apu]o<>s  ,  ifanv  is  iicxHlrd.  tor  j^jiintiiiij  the  following'  sonys,  ^vllich 
have  a  local  lutcrcst  only,  especially  for  the  comrades  of  Com[)any  1. 

Co.MMIilLK. 


TOKIAS  AND  TOIUTN'KLS. 


Old  Grinies  is  dead  that  g-oou  old  soul. 

We  ne'er  shall  see  him  more  ; 
lie  used  to  wear  a  lone;'  tailed  coat, 

All  buttOi)jd  down  beloie. 

Now  this  old  man  he  had  two  sons, 
And  these  two  sons  were  brotliers; 

Tobias  was  tht^  name  of  one, 
l^oburikns  was  tlic  otlier. 

Now  these  two  boys  to  the  theafe  went. 

For  which  thiey  "borli  saw  fit; 
Tobias  in  the  cra'Iery  -^at, 

Tobunkus  in  the  pit. 

Now  these  two  bovs  ti'icir  stories  told, 

And  told  th.em  very  good; 
Tobias  up  to  heaven  went, 

Tobuiikus  he  sawed  wood. 


DOCTOR  EISKNllAK'llI 


Irh  bin  der  Doctor  Tiserd^arth, 

Zuille  wille  win;,t'  bom.  liom, 
Kurir  die  Lent  uach  niciner  Art, 

Zwille  wiiie  v\  iiv^';  lv(,)tn  b'-^tn. 
Kann  n'saeheti  dass  die  iJhnden  oahen, 

Zwille  wille  wini^  j'.ichheirassa, 
I'nd  die  Lalunen  wieder  sehen. 

/wille  wilie  wini;  lio'n  bum, 
Cho.  —  Lantoria  .Lar.toria  /:wi!le  wide  wiiiL;  jiu-i)hfira>: 
Lantoiaa  l.autoria  ?wiiit-  wiile  vvinj.;- bom  bom, 

F.inst  kam  ein  Mann  zu  mir  lieran. 

Der  hatte  cir.en  lii/iilen  Zalm, 
Ich  sclioss  ihn  'raiis  mir  der  rist<.M, 

Ach  Clott  vvie  i>i  dem  Maim  so  wold.  -  Cno. 

Des  Kuesters  Solm  zu  Di<-dcidum, 

Dem  'valj  ich  /ehn  rt'iaui  <'>pium, 
Drauf  sehiief  er  Jahe,  'fa-  und  Nacht, 

Und  ist  bi^  jet/.r  nooh  n.iclit  erw.u:h( .  — Cut ». 

Sodann  dem  llanptmann  von  der  Luht, 
Nahm  irii  d^'e:   |!omhr!i  aas  d«a-   b'l.^t, 

Die  Sohn!eiVi,:i;  \^Mrca   iiu'-  ,ii  l;.'>'^.-., 

Wuid  ih:!;,  or  ist  lia    juu.n  iO;-s. — Cno. 


Mmi.-ii^iim.-i.iiinins 


i^>»^.' 


Pj 


rorcn//u;;-s  of  //,-   A,sorlaiio7i 


LIST 


A\n   .\r)!'KKss]':s 


01'     .\.\Mr.-    ,,..,,    .MM-Ki-.SM.S    Ol.    SLR\f\OkS    OF    'riM-     i    sw 
FIFTV-KIFTII    niXIMEXT    Il.l.fX.MS    IM^a:^,;v 
S(J  j'AK   AS   KNOWN. 


t-Ari dress,  D.  C, 

)..Averii!,  John, 
t>\ag-esen,  N.  S.. 
I- Anthony.  E.   j;., 

l--*>tig-ustinc,  JTenry, 

i.-Atistin,  Joseph, 

\..,Andieu-s,  (jeorc^e, 

^^yers,  M.  L.., 

••■A-bbott,  Josej^h. 

£>-At II ren,  Thomas    f., 

jArndt,   I-fii;^o,  ^^ 

j.*Arnistronj;,    Jolm  C. 

Miurn^ide,   [.   L., 

^-Bowen,  A.  II., 

V-Bishop.  Isaac, 

MHack.  Joseph. 

i-i*tock,  A.   I., 
L-Ki'own,  Ji.^hn  G., 
s.-B^ach.  John  D., 
?.-4?ennett,  Frank, 
t-Dhj^bee,  Columbus  C, 

i-^ers,  ISarnett, 
'-irrown,  C.   M.^ 
i^lTurnhap,  Charles  P., 
t.iJtitYain,  Ceurj^^re  A., 
tJJurn-.;de.  Ceor-e  A., 
iHSonncN,   William, 
Vi'^onney  Sanuie!, 
V  r.uinai!,Ldi,  \V., 
Vl^onham,  AFick, 
V4{onham.  Harney, 
^Hcll.  Stoi,ih;n  ]<'., 
l-fJeadles,  Joseph  IF, 
l'^is:;^s,  Waslun-ten, 
iJirazelt.m,   Harry. 
U^loss,  OeopTc, 
lJL*r.rk!ey,  J.  C., 
tUla.k,  J.  S.. 
Ui^iack,  W.  J., 


'Mcndota, 

Ills. 

^\''att■  rloo. 

F.wa 

Kocklord, 

Ills. 

North  he'd. 

Miar 

.  Norma!, 

Ii!s. 

Milford,  Die 

:enson 

Co., 

Iowa 

Creston, 
Coin,  I'aio---  ( 

lo.. 

Iowa 
Iowa 

Swan  Crotk, 

Ills. 

^       Fiatf,    Fuho;; 

Co., 

Ids. 

o., 

Wis. 

ff    J  lollon,  Jack, 

■on  Co 

Kan. 

iJraidwcjc'd. 

Ills. 

DiiUith, 
i\ent)slia, 

-Minn 
\Vis. 

hort  Kearnev 

Neb. 

no  Oliver  St. 

,  Si.  F 

onis, 

A  i 

Marshal  it.(  J  \vn 

Iowa. 

Arrapahoe, 

Neb. 

.Arrapalioe, 

Neb. 

Alaren;i^o, 

lo-A-a. 

Coletoi' 

nis. 

Cirard,  Crawford  Co. 

, 

Kan. 

■    Aurora. 

Ills. 

Lewiston, 

Ills. 

Te\vist(^.!i, 

Ills. 

Prairie  Cit\', 

Ills. 

Canton, 
Sedali.i, 

(  ~]    >   n  .    '  1 i_Ll_     ", 

/7 

, 

Ills. 

Mo. 

/  ^^kyTl^Z^-O 

k>Trt«^ 

Council   Phili's, 

Iowa. 

Seville. 

Ills. 

Kavani^a, 

Mo. 

BLishn^il, 

Ills. 

Kirk  wood, 
MendoLi. 

His. 
Ids. 

i-:mp,.i.. 

Kan. 

^Y 


/7.if 


Ciukland.  Coics  Co. 


Ids, 
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'^>oo\.\\,  \Vm., 
i.'r>a!!,  Harrison, 

C  4>acey,  John, 
u-l.-ibbitt,  Harry, 
i^Eogart,  1  Edward, 
jL.'-'Berlin,  Jack, 
t.-liall,  Wiliiam, 
'V-^'^Rarrows,  George  \V., 
i'-'ITai-nett,  James, 
c^'^Bevaus,  Cor., 
t-Crooker,  T,.  IJ., 
1.. Chandler,  T.  C, 
V.  Cleveland,  R.  L., 
H-'Ciiase,  Ira  O.  \V., 

;6orcoron,  t^dward, 
*.-€aprou.  Thad.  H., 
^.CV^y,  Geo.  C, 
C^i?ox,  R.  M., 
r  Cnoms,  Jose[)h, 
vX%kendai!,  M.  J., 
^^Curfman,  G.  W., 
I.  "Crocker,  J.  C. 
!i^,Xruch,  T.  P., 
'■^"Cloiid,  Joseph, 
^Criss,  WilHam. 
•Clark,  John  Thomas, 
,  Collins.  Will, 
;  Cox,  M"chacl  T., 
V'-C ole rn an ,  W  i !  i  i a  ni  11., 
i^il-adwaliader,  John, 
C:X:hesney,  \V.  C, 
v.- Canieron,  James  A., 
J.- Carrier,  John. 
^Chambers,  C, 
jCIoh,  J., 
\C:^hisou,  A.  F., 
;  Co;.{hlit!.  John, 
\  ConstaiUine,  Wni,, 
',  Doolittle,  A.  P.. 
v-ljeems,  Joseph, 
VJ)avis,  C.  C, 
lJ>e'^-ey,  J.  C, 
.'Dean,  V.'.   J  I., 
-Donne.-,  J^.hn. 

^Dlekev,  U.  C, 


El; 


ioia,  l-rcd.. 


V^Kbersold,   Peter, 

:^r:o';.ind.   Luren, 
f-Ervine,  Elijah, 


Good  Hope, 

Ills. 

P'iatt,  i'lihoii  Co. 

Ills. 

Corning-, 

» 

I...wa. 

Avon, 

Ills. 

Ma)o  Centre,  Crun* 

iy  (.'0.. 

Ills. 

Coal  Creek. 

Col. 

I'.PX.ks, 

Kan. 

42  W.  Rando![.l;  St. 

Chicago- 

,  Ills. 

Canton, 

Ills. 

Hiram, 

UtahT 

^Icndota,     ■ 

Ills. 

lU^  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago, 

Ills. 

Devils  Lake, 

D.  T. 

Canton, 

D.  T. 

Rockton, 

Uj    : 

ills.,     > 

Fan-agut, 

Jov.'a. 

Prairie  City, 

Ills. 

Osage  Mission, 

Kan. 

Riverton, 

Iov;a. 

Snii til  held, 

Ills. 

[.inctjhi, 

Neb. 

liarvard, 

Xeb. 

393  South  Roby  St., 

Chicago 

Ills. 

Leudston, 

Ills. 

Mcndola,  '■ 

Tils. 

Ipav:i, 

Ills.      ' 

Lewist.an, 

His. 

Re>viston, 

Ills. 

I'radrie  City, 

Ills. 

Coin,  Paige  Co., 

I  owa . 

Ellisville. 

Ills. 

Deland, 

His. 

Mason  City, 

Ills. 

7S  22d  St..  <Jiie:tgOj^ 

Ills. 
Neb. 

Council  P.luit's, 

Iowa. 

Dvvight, 

Ills. 

Lanark, 

Ills. 

Lewiston, 

Ills. 

Amherst. 

N.  H. 

Waco, 

Neb. 

i  lenderson, 

Ills. 

Pueblo, 

Col. 

DeUa, 

Iowa. 

Chicago, 

Ills. 

Cliicago, 

Ills. 

^.vaaaa, 

1  1  j  < 

Nt;^'.  ua-, 

Ran. 

lUishiuli, 

Ills. 

/. 


ifv/2'ZJ-^-- 


£:-'£■.'< -s^ 


/ 


^mM>^^''t.-'Seni<r 


■■:i.>^^:!lVi'.'^u^ 


■%,-^-t>lisii»'^- 


<£Uk^^1 


60 


Proceed//^  OS    oj  flic  Associatirni 


i^liads,  John, 

lii-winjj,  Josepii, 

>Ed\vatds,   Joseph, 

,;Hir.ery,  j.   I\.., 
I  •i'^iiik,  Jacob, 
X  Fisher,  J.  }f.. 
I  Fessler,  Herir\, 
V'  Fryer.  D.  F., 

Fisher,  Francis  P., 
I'Pairfield,  Augasrus, 
( JFmzier,  Johti  F., 

iFoss,  Samuel, 

U'leehearty,  J.  N.. 
VFYye,  DaviJ  J., 
l-Fug-ate,  Jatucs  N., 
i  Fluke,  C.  R., 
v-Fiier,  Loren/o,    , 
MMJlrnore,  John  IT., 
^'Fing:Ie.  C.  P.,    - 
^Garner,  James  C 
^•<j rakey,  A ii^rus i. us, 
^, Grounds,  \V., 

V  Gushard,  Isaac, 

■>.  Goodwin,  E^arl  P., 
-^.Golden,  James, 
(.Goodwin,  Rvisseil, 
iGiUfoil,  M., 

VGillfoil,  John. 
ViC3^<y,  James  \V., 
U3%lord,  W.  K.   IF, 

VGay,  J.  IF, 

■XVoodfll,  Levi, 
\y<^arrctl.  S.  S., 

V  Jfowe,  Listen, 
'Howe,  ().  P.. 

>  Howe.  W.  PL. 

;Howc!!,  Otho  W., 

M-iand.  (dies, 

•'Hurlbut,  PLi-nty  A., 

M-iel.i,'-esoa,  Neis., 

']iarri>,  Ldw.grd, 

•  Hn^die>,  Anthony, 
\Frickok,  H.  'P., 
X  Plealy,  Horace  'P., 
MJcn^^ar.    I., 
.    \Plinef.  J.  C., 
VHarreU.    (arnes, 

•■  iiai-rcii,   Win.  J., 
MlaniiUon.  Charles  F-. 

^Flan,  li.  L., 
"/'     '        •  ^     /- 


Warrick  Co., 


AVinston  Co., 


// 


Prairie  Cily, 

Catnp  Point, 

^'r„A  Cieek, 

IL\.dd;\iid  Centre, 

SmiliUield, 

Spencer, 

Ackley, 

Oroville, 

146  La  Salle  St.,  Chica-^o, 

Odeli, . 

Quincy, 

Scaleviile, 

Win  field, 

Canton, 

Moline, 

Fiatt, 

Noxipater 

A^irora, 

C::nt<.n, 

Waver!  \-, 

Long-  Praiiie, 

Crest  on, 

Wv"ter!oo, 

Spiing  Valley 

Creston, 

Durand, 

Elgin, 

Elgin, 

Delta, 

Fair  grove 

Maastield, 
Memphis, 
Streator, 
Streator, 
Braid  wood, 
I  lei  bite, 
Shenandoah, 
I)  lira  nil. 
Orfordvilh-, 
Fden.   P.  O., 
Verona, 
Lake  Crystal. 
Milledgviile, 
LooS'.-  Creek, 
C^ueen  Cil)'. 
Xe^e  Pl-.iiad'-lj-.hia, 
•Auilo.:, 

51,  3oLh  St.,  Chic. .go, 
N  CM- ton, 


//Z/>- .7^ 


r-,^ 


Tils. 

Illb. 

Col. 

Iowa. 

lUs. 

Iowa. 

Iowa. 

Cal. 

Ills. 

His. 

Iowa. 

Ind. 

Kan. 

Ills. 

Ills. 

Ill's. 

Miss. 

Neb. 

Ills. 

Iowa. 

Minn. 

Iowa. 

Iowa. 

Minn. 

Iowa. 

Ills. 

Ills. 

Ills. 

Iowa. 

Mich. 


'I  enn. 

Ills. 

Ills. 

Ills. 

Ohio. 

Iowa. 

Ills. 

\Vi>. 

Iowa. 

Ills. 

.Minn. 

Ills. 

Mo. 

Neb. 


IIU. 


Of  ihe  3^^tJi   III.    Vet.    Vol.  Infaniry. 


6i 


VJ-rTyden,  A.  K.. 

VW rirts'-.ok ,  J  o<eph , 

TJattsook,  Daniel, 

Uiancy,  M.   L., 
'^U«bii,  josi-i)h, 
»Ui<'''nK-s,  Xewton, 
\Jl-ane\-,  Ilcnry  ^f., 
Uftck,  Phillip' 
vMartinan,  Aaron. 

^i-feiTernan.  J.    [., 
U  [ufTetd,  James. 
iHeiuJerson,  J.  K., 
.'Joslin.  fleiiry  II.. 
Vfackson,  C'.eorge  W'., 
V Jackson,  John, 
^-  Johnson,  J.  F... 
^  Johnson,  J.  A., 
V  J  ones,  Abner. 
;  J  ones,  Sauiue!, 
v^-Jacob,  Nelson, 
_V|nckson,  M.  H.. 
^.Keyes.  i,iu!:er  J.. 
•^Keyes,   I'/ra  X., 
y«?a\-t's   James, 
vivm-'A,  W'iiHam. 
vKendrick.  H.  IL, 
t.Jvailer.  Fred, 
^.l^eoffe!.   Henry, 
'..Kaii^ser,  Flenn', 
',^Jv-tTap{>,  James, 
Vl'^lft^tl,  Joseph  A., 
vK-^'e7,  J.  \V. . 
i  Kem,  Ilai'vcx-. 
t.i..arabee,  James, 
"■-JL-ac-cy,  C.  I'.. 
VLawrenoe,  K.  C. 
* J-ytrinicr,  Thomas  P., 
-ULomax,  W., 
Man-keufelicr,  A., 
UvTtck'-y.  (.;.  J.. 
U.ondei.  A.  J., 
■.Louder.    lames. 
tJx>\ve,  Wni., 
^Jjrrn;>.Saini'cl. 
VL«*ermore,  Wni.  11., 
'v.i»ytT  irj;er,  M ilion. 
'.Irybarger.   1  .ilbnrn. 
'  J.ruhar!,    b.ai.ih. 

M.-A-Mey,  J<.h'i   T.. 
\^i cG raw,  T liomas  J . , 


\Vatkins,  I'urLon  Co.. 

l~)avtnport, 

Davenport, 

Normal, 

l-ioward  City,  Elk  Co. 

North  Henderson, 

Patatuma, 

W'i  liming  ton, 

New  London, 

iVarango, 

Canton,     '  . 

iirudio, 

Durand. 

Arrapaho. 

Kochellc, 

Topeka, 

Smith  field, 

Neola, 

Macoiiib, 

Liberty  Centre, 

Dallas,  Dallas  Co  , 

Nora  Springs, 

Darlington, 

Abington, 

I,a  Porte, 

Fulton, 

Napendlle, 

Mendota. 

Waveriy, 

Prairie  City, 

Liiisviile. 

Yallaha.  Sumpter  Co., 

1  Ltvanna, 

Meriden, 

W  a  p  lie  Ho. 

P.oston. 

Shenandoah, 

Abington, 

Canton, 

( leneseo, 

Wy.andotte, 

\\"yandotte,     ' 

Canton. 

Bushnell. 

Washington, 

nushneli. 

.\dair. 


I(>1    \..\  S;dl. 
Mt.  Carroll. 


.,  Ch 


Iowa. 
Iowa. 

Iowa, 

Ills. 

Kan. 

Ills. 

Cai. 

Ills. 

Iowa. 

Col. 

His.  . 

His. 

Ills. 

Kan. 

Ills. 

Kan, 

His. 

Iowa. 

Ills. 

Iowa. 

Texas. 

Iowa. 

Wis. 

Ills. 

Ind. 

N.  V. 

Ills. 

Ills. 

Iowa. 

lils. 

His. 

Florida 

HLs. 

Ills. 

Iowa. 

Mass. 

Iowa. 

His. 

Ills. 

His. 

Kan. 

Kan. 

His. 

Ills. 

\y  c 

Ills. 
Ills. 

His. 
11:-^. 
Ills. 


.sig6aUa6!,^ji^ii^^0iti<i'MiSii^-liihl^^ 
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P 


rorcc<//'„'n\s  of  the   Association 


OI«lKm,  .\[ich:iel, 

Ifassclton, 

Toua. 

UicCumber,  Orville. 

Fc  wis  ton, 

Ills. 

Uk-tr.tosh.  l)anie!. 

Nortli  'I'opeka, 

Kan. 

U.U«rry,  C-Avh, 

DcKalli, 

Ills. 

Olet-- reedy,  j.   M.,           . 

Colduiisey,  Saline  Co., 

Neb. 

Toliias, 

Neb. 

W>Kl\cioliar.,  L)a\  id, 

rr-1  \'ork  St.,  Cleveland, 

Ohio. 

v.^kiy.  W.  1).. 

Canton, 

Ills. 

Ufaraiivilie,  Charles, 

i.cwiston, 

His. 

V«^a-x\vell,  Charles, 

CuL>a, 

Ills. 

U^'fax\\■elI,  Daniel. 

Weldon. 

Tovs'a. 

U-f-dTose,  James, 

^^■eldon,_ 

Iowa. 

i^faxweii,  R.  A., 
.|.>to?ns.  Asa,    . 

Canton, 
Fiatt, 

Ills. 
Ills. 

U"Vrafnena,  Joseph, 

Prairie  City, 

lUs. 

W\to7e)-,   Harvey, 

?^1  arietta. 

Ills. 

i^Mead,  A, 

Prairie  City, 

Ills. 

l^iosher.  )  'nniel, 

JTenniston, 

Iowa. 

kViao'-c,  <  >., 

Eushnell, 

Ills. 

i^tmieyniaker,  \\v^.. 

^Vataya.  Knox  Co., 

Ills. 

i,>i"Ol]en,  John, 

Fa  Salle, 

Ills. 

i^J'lrray,  Sidney  S., 

Ontario, 

Ills. 

VW-ullaloy,  JJarr^y, 

Seneca, 

Ills. 

V>n-t''unibtT,  Wni., 

.   iJucklin. 

Mo. 

aiiits.  J.  [1  , 

Blue  Mound.  Finn  Co., 

Kan. 

Uforford,  Jerome  (.. 

Herber,  Cloud  Co., 

i\an. 

vMoneyruaker,  Wjiliam, 

Ale.xis.  Mercer  Co., 

Ills. 

U+rller,  Cc-.r-e, 

Monniomli, 

Ills. 

W^Jx-rtiick,  Jo.hii  I)., 

Industry, 

Ills. 

iMoDre.  AU-erlson, 

,    Bushneli. 

Ills. 

V-AHiier.  Charles, 

Purango, 

Col. 

I-Aiiuhcll,  M., 

!~i:itt    <7   ^ 

\\u 

wVAiheii::,    r>a\id    [.. 
'vA^ourse,   Ileiirv  S-, 
'vfs^-ikirk.  Francis  .\f.. 

1  ..aneaster, 
i\:rre>toii, 

Kan. 
Mass. 

Ills. 

WN'asii.  Sasnuei, 

( leorf^trtown, 

Col. 

Ws'TiiaiTiore.   krank, 
^-^-ece,  James  II., 

Savanna, 
Ort-oii, 

Georgia 
Mo. 

V->.-uite,  Joseph  A.. 

Flli^ville, 

Ills. 

wN''e';!ey.  I  )ai;ie!  ()., 

( 'anion. 

Ills. 

^.-f^cvvkirk,  A.  W., 

1 .0!iLMrif:i!U, 

Col. 

UV'ewcM,  0.   \V., 

Henrv. 

Ills. 

His. 

^jaHter.   kohecl. 

1  [arris'>n, 

U:->s'!.urne,  Ju'in, 
VK^i'erson,  M.  ('  , 
U-'nriel:,  0,  H., 

Sleu-ait, 
C'si-eoia. 
lioeki.^id. 

low  a. 
Iowa. 

Ills. 

U^rtch.  A.  }■:.. 

P>ro.<k!n-. 

T   ,       'I' 

WVn.-r,   \\.  M..     ./.^v-;,    ,''V/.//2,- 

r  ■    •  -M,'  .Sr     \  ■],;  ..,.,- 

1    '.      ]    . 

^'fre.. :.n.  J.  ii., 

(  >aiai;.i. 

Ids. 
\eb. 

<.="frc'.si=on.  J., 

1'  Mendvih'o, 

X,-b 

fi 

li 
ti 


1 1 
I 

t-  i 

i  \ 

I  I 


I   i 


1  ^ 
•I   1 


I! 


/.^.^4._\^;lt>,i 


I 


Of  tJic  jjl/i    III.    Vi'/.    I'ol.    hf'antry. 


*r?Ttciiai-d,  \\^\<r. 

f  .ewiston, 

IlFs. 

tl>'srkx.  j.. 

lUishnell, 

Ills. 

U^>lH:lt.   f;c(M--C, 

Fiverpi/ol, 

* 

11  Fs. 

U-'-tTtne\ ,  John, 

I'ouutainviile, 

Iowa. 

L  Porter,  l-]-  j., 

F^(iuit> ,  Auideiso 

a  Co., 

Kan. 

V.^P^Tclen,  Aibcrt  F., 

(■.:llesbllr,:,^ 

lib;. 

vPfifker,  ( iLorji^c, 

r  aver  pool, 

Ills. 

-v-J^'-rrtiTicrL-r,  Jesse, 

What  Cheer, 

Iowa. 

U>i-dTx'rt;s.   I'.'tcf. 

Washington, 

Iowa. 

.t.R^T-nli(-!.  1  ienry, 
'•-Killer,  E    (),   !■'.,  ■vA't^^wlt-c-, 

y,aterh;o. 

e.,  Chicaic-x 

Iowa. 

Ills. 
Kan. 

*<ci<,^<^roi-,  Henry, 

Xrtwaka, 

Uvu&se.U,  (jforge  W., 

( Irecne, 

Iowa. 

U^^k^vood,  1.];, 

Feh:)it, 

Wis. 

U)ieed,  I'enben  J'., 

Poio, 

I  IF.  . 

vj^deno'ir,  J.  ]:., 

WoodhuU, 

lils. 

i-R-hridenieyer,  Henry, 

lIani[)lon, 

Iowa. 

V^rriey,  Wm   A.  \'., 

I'.eloit, 

Wis. 

VRiley,'  Uo.uc'l  J., 

Topeka, 

Kan. 

ti'itley,  James 

Webster  City, 

Iowa. 

i-'lTedTern    Mark, 

llirney  F^olv, 

His. 

\,ivobbiris   James  F., 

Canton, 

Ills. 

^^W..erts.  J.  K., 

Moraerstown, 

X.  J. 

f»=-l\eei.l.  Anien/o. 

F^-airie  City, 

Tils 

M<faiKloiph,  W.  IF, 

Edina, 

Mo. 

w»*>inich.  J .  Augiist, 

F'oi-reston, 

Ills. 

.'■|_Sl«tlery,  T.. 

Onarga, 

Ills. 

i  Siriitlv  J.  ],., 

Cedar  Kapids, 

Iowa. 

s. Smith,  1{.  A., 

i  74  Superior  St  , 

Cleveland, 

Ohio. 

^ffd crs.  C  K  , 

Turner  I  unction 

, 

His. 

wiiiehuk/,  'Fheodore. 

Wyaud'Ate. 

Kan. 

WSmicox.  Jacob, 

N<tai.  *.ireen\voo<. 

!  Co, 

K  a  n  - 

ViStiook.  Williaii), 

\V>\  20.  Mayfain 

Cook  Co, 

Fis. 

VSmitli.  I).  B  , 

Mt.  CarroF" 

Ills. 

^^SmulK  Fredriek, 

F"Lica, 

Ilks. 

*Sc..lt,  irancis, 

Coilien.  Oran.:^e 

^ '■■>-, 

X.  V. 

tSoriysrer,  (,'.  A., 

F'.xeter, 

Neb. 

'^\vy.\\\   }I;(zel  F>., 

New  ion. 

Kan. 

^Shinnaniait,  Ichn, 

A>!dand. 

Ciho. 

jSanr.rd,  Jacob, 

Frairie  ( 'it\  , 

Ills. 

^,-bhau-.  Ilirani. 

1>:  yant, 

Ills. 

^.:>chiicci!,  Fcter, 

l-'..ir\ie\v, 

lils. 

-{.bowks.  J.  >F, 

Can  It. 

His. 

tJStewart.  S., 

Shelby  vi!!e, 

Iowa. 

*--8hi<.e\cs,  Sep^t  , 

.       0!ei;on,  \h \l  C 

'•, 

Mo. 

',, .Shaw,  I'rancls  IF. 

Feon)in<tcr, 

Mass 

"Uir.-l^nM;-.  F.  W  , 

Sinilhli.dd. 

His. 

'^Tfi •!;•■.•.   FroL-ii, 

t.".no-  n, 

F!s. 

T^^^rf;:::;,    iFurison. 

Fev,  ision. 

Ills. 

^jra;^'ue,  S-  S-, 

Carroli, 

Iowa. 

irisaA»feMt,ki^1rffHhWartyfcVrt-i!^ 


■'i^-- 
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Proceed/;/ n-s   of  t/ic    /\sso>:iatio7i 


U^ecbrcc,  James  S-, 
USioiLh,  II., 
\  Samr.elsoii.  A adrcw, 
ISiicrnian,  S.  M., 
tSptjilino-,  Theodore, 
;;>«-erin<>-er,  Barnert, 
t-Sniiford,  Kbene/er, 
/>;nTir}i.  [.  K., 
V.Spe-ncer,  Wni., 
L^Canlon,  Thomas. 
iSiaUiry,  T., 
Vi!;ufer\,  1'., 
uSmiih,  Fred, 
U>avri!e,  li'iward, 
V.SnTrril,  A.  K., 
Ui-nltth,  Martin, 
Liitmnivjn'^.  I-Mwaid, 
Sliields.  JoluK 
Shields,  Daniel, 
VTaylor,  n.  F.. 
VTtirriey.  Charies  G-, 
n-Iitclo,  Charles, 
vT-ay'or,  Richard. 
IToHipkin.s,  (J.  IF, 
'^Tompkins,  John, 
Tertswoith,  O.  ['., 
^T-hoinps- m,  TosruTi v, 
tV-anderwert,  Charles. 
^■ar.  Jiuskirk,  Charles, 
tA-'Sncdin.  J0I1, 
•iVvUi^^hn,  James. 
^A^i^^iit.   James  M  , 
U-Vn;^rhL  Ceorg-e, 
V^'ri-ht.  Asa  S., 
WVii'^ht.  Ceor;,^^e  I), 
^Woc^diin;^.   Menry, 
Uood,  Chas.   1;., 
5i}uvnfep,    [nhn. 
^V^t.;h,  }:d.vard. 
SlVifco.x.  k.   R., 
i3^rnnie.  Charles, 
liVchion,  lack, 
Ui:A:^l,  Char'e-,. 
tU-flvpi^'^--  Ail.erl  A., 
Uvkrer.  C.eor';e  K., 
vW-t!son.  \Vi!ii.,in. 
US^tddC!,  WiIIiauK 

VAVh-^ti.-ie.  Cl-aiF>, 
i^JitTlhelru/wiiiiani, 


Pierce, 

I.ewiston, 

Chica-o, 

I.iuwood,  Anoka  Co. 

.'^ciota, 

Si'ver  Fake, 

West  Faylon, 

Cedar  Rapids, 

Proctorvilic, 

Avon. 

Jewel!, 

Kinsman, 

Fikhart, 

Cantrci, 

Canl-.n, 

^Ve■,r  Union, 

Atkinson, 


Marslialltown, 
Ikloit, 
.\Iend<;la, 
Fuenavista. 
I.ewiston. 
Flm'.vood, 
IF!  si)  n  el!. 
Kddyviile, 
Huvlin.iJlon, 
Fa>alie, 
Coh'.mha.s, 

Reoria, 

Keinptoi-;, 
\'crn!ii!ion. 


D.  T. 

Ills. 

Tils. 

>dinn. 

Ills. 

Kan. 

Iowa. 

Iowa. 

Mo. 

Ills. 

K  a  n . 

Ills. 

Ind. 

Ills. 

His. 

Iowa. 

Neb. 

Col. 

Col. 

low  a. 

Wis. 

Fls 

Col. 

Ills. 

IIF. 

Ills. 

Iowa. 

Iowa. 

Ills. 

Kan. 


\y  T 


/^ 


\  ei-niilli:)n. 

I).  T 

RrH:k!-  !r<l. 

FF. 

\\averiy. 

Iowa 

F.eilevne,    i 

alori  (,  '0. , 

Mich 

C!iic.i-<j. 

1!U. 

'A'.ippeilo, 

fowa 

Milioni. 

iowa 

.•^andu  ich, 

Ills. 

Farora,  ( in 

ndy  Co  , 

Ills. 
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REPORT    or    COMMITTEL    OX    TRINTiNG. 


^ti.- 


i 


Upon  the    adjoLirnrneiii  o'i   our  first    Re-iniioiT,  hekl  at  Canton,  IIU.  | 


Oct.  3uth    ami    31st,  i^'S-}.,    the   undei-signod    found    thern<^elves  a  Com 
mittee  intrusted  with  tlie    duty  of  })uhh-hinL'.'  and  distri])uting  to  every 
snrvi\ing   comrade    the    proceeding-  of  that    re-union,    together   wirii  i 

various  papers  read  there.     Tins  wouJd  ha\'e  been  indeed  an  easy'task,  f    j 

had  there  been  in  tiie  Treasury  ade<;iuate' fmids  to   meet  tlie  necessary  !    \ 

expenses;    but  the    Ti'easnrv  \v;is   em|)ty.       J3eheviiiLr   in   the    adag-e,  l    ^ 

'-^Pay  as  yc'H  go,'"'  we   adjusted    ourselves  to  the  work  of  raisi'.ig  the  f   i 

necessar}-    monev  to    meet   the    expense;     and    in    furti^.erance   of  this  |   j 

work    had    circulars    printed,    ami    seiit   ovit   I^ec.  i3tVi,  I^^^>(^  to  every  |    j 

comrade,   ^s^lOse  address  was  known.      A  iter  waitirig-   until  Feb.  2nd,  i   | 

iSS^,  for  responses  to  tliis  first  appeal,  an.d  iiavino"  retei\ed   in  answer  |    |. 

only  $39.50-.  we  had    prluited    and   sent  to    all   coinrade^,  w  ho  had  nut  I    | 

resporuied,  a.  second  circular,  settin-j;  fori'.h  trie  tacts,  and  urging-  imane- 
dinte  replv.  b  p  to  tlie  date  of  tfiis  Report  there  has  been  received 
on  this  double  appeal,  t'he  sum  of  $$2.^0.  An  accurate  account  has 
been  kept  of  this  snbsciiption  fund;     and   comi-ades  who  have  so  sen.t 


« 


m    their  ordcCr^   and    monev  will  iia\'e   tb.em    filled    first,  .so   that  if  the  |    > 

edition    is  exliausted   betVjre  all    a;-e   ^npp^ied    the   disappointment  wiii  |    j 

fall   on   others.       Yonr  Committee   could    not   know    Just    how   many  |    5 

copies  would  be  warited.  Son^ie  comrades  liave  ordered  two  copies 
and  some  more,  and  in  order  that  all  might  be  supplied,  we  have  con- 
tracted for  an  edition  of  ^00  coj'iie'^.  Due  ecorionp/  has  been  observed 
in  iriaking  contract>  and  expenditun-s  in  the  work  entrusted  to  us, 
and  we  iiope  liie  re.sult  will  meet  the  approval  of  all  wdio  are  inter- 
ested. Th.e  cost  of  printing  and  distributin.g  tlie  pamph.lets,  will  be 
a<^  follows  : 

500  copies  of  6S  pages ...  >"  i  02  00 

Expense  of  printing;-  3  circa'ars ii  00 

f'o=;tag,-cs  and  envelope?  for  r?t  circular 5  00 

Co^t  of  niailinL^  p.-iniphler  to  con'.rades,    (csiiiiiatedi .  .  ,  1000 

Toiai >■  1 2^  00 

It  w  ill  thus  be  seen.  tiKtt  there  is  still  reqrured  the  simi  of  $45.50, 
to  p.ieet  tlie  actual  expense  of  ]')rint!ng  and  distril/uting  the  book,  and 
your  Copnmittee  l-,a\e  gone  forward  in  full  confidence  tliat  tins 
amount  will  imnnediiately  be  realized  from  ]ieu-  subscriptions.  A 
circuhir  has  ju-t  been  mailed  to  all  whc>  ha\e  not  vet  rcsp(.)nded,  noti- 
fying theni  that  tlie  hook  is  readv  for  delivery  and  requesting  tliem 
to  sen<l  tlieir  orders  (together  with  tl'ie  monev)  at  once  to  our  Secre- 
tarv,  H.  H.  joslin.  Durand,  Ills.  '  '  . 

\  our  Comnnttee  deemed  it  important  to  presctit,  in.  connection  with  » 

tlie  Treasurers'  Report,  ^see  page  yj  1,  a  detailed  statement  of  I'eceipts  'i 

and  eXj.K'p.di' ures,  bul  n.p  to  t'nis  tiri':e  iniw  n.r^t  s,icceeded»    in  obia.indng  I 

It,       idvey  sUibrnir  tlie  fi.'lU^wing  partial  list  oi"  monies  received,  as  fur-  { 

ni.slicd   fr!»m   tJ-ie  books  oi'  the   becretare,  winch   moriies  were   turned  | 

I 
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ovi-r  10  Treasm-cr  liarrel],  and  ai^*  inclinled  in  the  $i37-55>  reported 
by  him  a>^  received. 

Contributed  previons  to  the  Re-uriiiin,  a.>  follows: 

F .  H .  ^  h.T.v $  10  00 

Samuei  Xa^^-h 5  f^o 

Franci-  P.  Fisher 5   00 

1).  F.  PVyer 2  co 

O.  V".  1 1  owe 2  00 

Total S-M   00 

Mt  mberi-hip  fees  received  at  the  Re-union,  as  follov/s: 

J.  T'avisciok,                -             -              $1   00    j    >[.  C.  PcLOi^on,          -  -                i   00 

NV.  I).  Loina.K,     -             -             -         r  00    I    FLU.  Josiin,       -  -             -         i  00 

I-'.  X.  Ho'.r.ie-;;.            -              -                t  00    j    P^dward  Soville,          -  -                i  00 

].  \\'.   Kayea,        -              -              -          i   00    {    J     W.  Parks,         -  -              -         I   00 

John  W'e'don.              -             -                I   uo    j    Amen/o  FUcd.             -  -                i   00 

Cuo.  \V.  CiirfMuin,            -              -         I   00    ■    Theodore  Vv'ilheirn.  -              -         I   00 

.A.   k.   ILiyden,            -              -                 1    00    i    X'els  Helgeson,            -  -                 I   00 

W.  IF   Fo'.ve.       -              -               -          I    00    j    I'at  SLttery,          -  -              -         I   00 

C.  A.  Sonc^ster,          -              -                1    00    {    C.  R.  Fduke,                -  -                i   00 

Thomas  P.  Latin>er,        -             -         i   00    j    C.  G.  Turney,      -  -              -         i   co 

George  U'.  P.a^rows,               -                1   00    |    S.  Loner,          -              -  -                i   00 

John  Avenll,        -              -              -         i   00    1    W.  \).   May,          -  -              -         i   co 

F.  A.  F)e\\oy,  -  -  i  00  ;  Fraiici^  P.  Fisher,  ~  -  i  00 
J.  A.  ivnott,  -  -  -  I  00  :  Asa  .\Ljrris.  -  -  -  i  00 
IF  Goodsall,  -  -  I  GO  ^  A.  B.  Wetzel,  -  -  i  c>o 
J.  A.  \'auft;hn,  -  -  -  i  00  ;  ].  W.  Cadvvailader,  -  -  i  00 
^L  Miteheil,                  -              -                 1   00    :    ffenry  K;M^ser,            -  -                 i   00 

0.  MeCuiiiber,  -  -  -  i  00  ,■  I ».  W.  Wetzel,  -  -  -  I  00 
S.  K.  lied,  -  -  -  i  00  I  .V.  F.  Paden,  -  -  i  00 
John  Carrie-;,  -  -  -  i  co  I  J .  W.  Larabee,  -  -  i  00 
A.  V,.  Maxwell,  -  -  i  00  j  James  Knapp.  -  -  i  00 
I).  C.  Andress.  -  -  i  00  !  H.  C.  >dory,  -  -  -  i  00 
J.  F).  Menick,  -  .  i  00  {  Peter  Ebersold,  -  -  i  00 
VV.  J.  Harrc-i!,  -  -  .  i  00  Robert  OH s-er,  -  -  -  i  00 
J.  IL  Pressor;,            -              -                i   00    ;    Henry  Rei-gor,          -  -                i   00 

1 .  M.  .^n-:!ch.  -  -  -  I  00  '  Joseph  Austin.  -  -  •  1  00 
Jacob  Fink.  -  -  r  00  j  J.  T'.  N^cAidey,  -  -  1  00 
I'eter  SchicicF,,  -  -  -  i  00  |  f  red  Idoersokf,  -  -  I  00 
J.  C.  liiner.                 -              -                i  00    j    W'm.  Grounds,            -  -                i  uo 

G.  \^  ilier,  -  -  -  1  00  i  Theo.  Schult7-S,  -  -  i  oo 
J.  G.  ilp-jwn,  -  -  I  00  I  J  C.  Garner,  -  -  i  00 
G.  P.  Fingle.  •  -  -  j  00  j  ]<..  M.  Cox,  -  -  -  i  00 
(F  C.  Coy,  -  -  -  I  00  j  I>.  L  Matheny,  -  -  i  00 
J.  L.  P.i'.rnside,  -  .  i  00  {  J.  F.  Robbins',  -  -  -  i  00 
J;  Abbou^.  -  -  -  I  CO  I  C.  ,C.  Pigbee,  -  -  i  00 
C-eo.  Luckey.        -              -     ■         -         i   00   |    S.  S.  Murra^, ,       -  -              -         i   00 

Levi  Goodeli,  -  -  [   00  '  

Ilea:y  Kent,         -              -              -          i   (X)    i                      Total,            -  -            S74  00 

'Fi;e  a])(>\e  h,-:t  i^  only  partial,  and  comrncies,  who  have   paid   their 

rnend)e]-ship  fees  and  wdiosc  names  do  not  appear  on  the  abo\-e  list, 
will  doiibtiess  find  pro|)er  credit  on  the  books  of  the  Trea.surcr. 

^\11  ot"  \\h:cbi  is  3-es])eetriill\   sul)ni!tied. 

JosKru    HAR-!Sni>k-.  \ 

\<'\VA.    (r.    V\'^i,'.ws.  '     Con-;ndttee  on 

\'i\  \vr;-    }•.    l-hsinav,  .         Printh.g. 

IF     ii.     F.S!.!N,  ' 

0'/.v/^c'.   JAiy  J^r-i.  iSSj. 
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